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The BVA attempts to deliver a copy of the Braishfield Residents Guide and the
Village Design Statement to all new residents. If you have not received these
publications, please contact Julie, the Distributor, on 368894.

Friday 13th January
2023.

We would like to thank all those who donate toward the cost of Braishfield
Village News. We welcome any support you can give us to keep the magazine
viable in 2023. If you wish to make a donation please complete the slip below
and send with your donation to:BVA Treasurer
____________________________________________________________
News.

.....
Address. ...............................................................................................
...............................................................................................
Postcode. ......................................
Tel: .................................... EMAIL: ................................................................
....
Please make cheques payable to Braishfield Village Association or bank transfer to:
Sort code: 30-97-14: Account no 31483060:
Account name: Braishfield Village Association.
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BVNeditor@gmail.com

FROM THE CHAIR
Committee.

LETTERS

Dear Editor

qualities I mention above.

Would you agree with me that the
readers of the BVN are a curious lot?
Not only that, but they also have a
strong sense of fair-play and civic duty?

With swingeing public sector cuts on their
way, this oversight is even more essential.
For more information, please contact me
by email: mel.a.legge@gmail.com.

If I am right, they may be interested in
helping to keep an eye on what goes on
inside Her Majesty’s Prison Winchester,
to help ensure that prisoners are treated
in a fair and humane way, and to hold
the Governor to account when questions
arise.

“A nation should not be judged by how
it treats its highest citizens but its lowest
ones” – Nelson Mandela
Kind regards
Melanie Legg
Berrydown House
Farley Chamberlayne
SO51 0QP

To join the local Independent
Monitoring Board (IMB) all they need
is circa 16 hours per month and the
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NOTICES

VILLAGE NEWS
2023

Lucky winners in October and November were Steven Lumb

causes.
David Robinson.

BRAISHFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

on 01794 368894

Ultimate
Frisbee!
Time:

5-7pm

Venue: Winter
Summer
If you have ever enjoyed throwing a frisbee and fancy some exercise, come and join ‘Braishfield
Ultimate’ on Sunday evenings. No booking or prior arrangement is required. It is free of charge for
the first visit & £4 per session thereafter (Winter only to pay for the floodlights). All inclusive, all ages
(16-60) all fitness levels are welcome! The rules, short games and different throws (forehand,
hammer, scuba etc.) will be explained and taught on the night.

Winter Season (Astro) : Oct – Mar, Summer season (playing field ) : Apr - Sep
What is Ultimate frisbee? It is a game played on a field between two seven-player teams in which a
frisbee is thrown from player to player. The team scores by catching a throw in the opponent's end
zone. Sounds easy? Hey, come and find out! Braishfield Ultimate founded 1996.
or Find us on Facebook:

6

CHRISTMAS EVENTS IN THE
VILLAGE
Saturday 3rd December 9.30am Churchyard Working party with
refreshments
Saturday 10th December 10.00 – 11.00am mini - Messy Church in
the Church Room
Monday 12th December VILLAGE VOICES 2 – 4pm in the Church
Room
16th December - Carols on the Rec 6.30 - 7.15pm
Fish and Chip van also attending!
17th - 31st December CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS TREE
FESTIVAL - All Saints church - Saturday 17th December 10-12 for
arranging trees.
Sunday 18th December 5.30pm Carol Service followed by seasonal
refreshment, All Saints
Monday 19th December
at 7pm

BUMS Christmas Party Church Rooms

Saturday 24th December 4.00pm Christingle Service, All Saints
Sunday 25th December 10.00am Family Worship, All Saints
9.30 URC service
Friday 30th December 11- 1pm Messy Church in the Church Room
Sunday 1st January 9.30 URC service
Monday 2nd January New Year’s Walk - Church Rooms at 10.15
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Braishfield Ukulele
Music Society

Come and join us for a festive evening,
singing Christmas Songs and some of our
favourites on our 10th Anniversary.
19th December 2022 at 7.00pm in the
Church Room, All Saint’s, Braishfield
Bring along your own drinks, we will provide
some light refreshments for you to enjoy.
Our Charity this year is the Jumbulance Trust, a donation would
be appreciated on the night. www.jumbulance.org.uk

*********
*********

Cllr Jane Bennett 01794 368109 or 07823 320910
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CHILDRENS CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
Saturday 17TH

ST

We are pleased that the above will again be held this Christmas which is
a special time not only for children but for all who celebrate the birth of
Jesus.
Children of all ages are invited to enter a tree and previous festivals have
shown how imaginative children ( and Mums and Dads ! ) can be. Trees
can be of any medium but not taller than 4ft and any lights must only be
battery operated. Trees should be brought and placed in the church on
Saturday 17th December between 10am. and 12noon.
There is no charge to enter a tree and we can accept up to 10 entries
this year, due to other activities taking place at the same time. Any

For further information and to obtain an entry form please contact Carole
Renvoize on email stevecarole.renvoize@btinternet.com
not later
than 30th November.
Organisers: Stephen Treglown (01794 502150 ) and Carole on (01794
368766)

Recreation Ground
with Chandlers Ford BB Brass Band
Friday 16th December 2021 from 6.30 – 7.15pm
Donations in aid of Action for Children
Action For Children | Children's charity | For safe and happy childhoods
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We have come to value those we rely on

Over the last two years we have been asked

much she had enjoyed them.
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Ukraine.

know that I will be Mayor when His Majesty is crowned.

____________________________________________________________

Thank You from All Saints!
Two people were presented with special gifts at the start of the All Saints’
Celebration service on Sunday 6 th November, at which all the many people
who give their time and skills to enable the church and its organisations to
flourish were thanked for their valued contribution.
Mrs Wendy Quarendon, who took on the task of cleaning the Church Room
during the pandemic, enabling it to comply with restrictions and be used as
fully as possible, was presented with a Garden Voucher.
Mrs Julie Kemp, who ran the Village Lunch pre-pandemic, and organised
the Village Tea when it was possible to meet again, was presented with a
Waterstones’ Voucher. Julie is standing down from being in charge
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of catering, but said she had much enjoyed her involvement over the years.
She paid tribute to the three ladies who had given great support in enabling
the Village Lunches to flourish: Mrs Mary Mortimore, Mrs Jill Light and Mrs
Ros Taylor. We add our thanks to them for all their work over many years. At
the moment there are no plans to re-start the Village Lunch, but if there is a
team who would like to revive it, please come and talk to us.
Sarah Boothman and Andy Brooks, churchwardens

Braish eld Village Association’s

New Year Walk
MONDAY 2Nd Jan 2023
(Note, It’s Not year’s day this time!!)
Meet at 10:15AM – CHURCH ROOMS
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Parish Council

THE FUTURE OF BRAISHFIELD
We are all aware of the number of houses that are being built our side of
Romsey and many of us wonder what the future of the village might be.
The village has recently completed a Village Design Statement. This gives
guidelines on aspects of the design of any new development.
In June, the Parish Council sent out a survey to decide whether or not they
should also embark on a Neighbourhood Plan. Of those who voted there was
a 4 to 1 majority in favour of creating one.
The Neighbourhood Plan is a planning document that the local community
can look to rely on with regard to responding to planning applications and
thus will help shape the future of Braishfield. It goes beyond a Village Design
Statement and outlines policies for how and where any development can take
place. Should it purely be in the current settlement boundary or are there
other possible areas for housing? Are there areas which should be protected?
A steering group is being formed which along with professional advisors will
attempt to create such a plan. If anyone would like to join the group, please
contact np@Braishfield.org. They would be very welcome.
The plan will be entirely based on the opinion of villagers, so the first stage
is to find what people think of the village as a place to live: what they find is
good about it so should be preserved and encouraged, and what is not good
so should be improved. This opinion gathering will take place in the new
year.
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It is important that we get as many people as possible to give their opinion,
to arrive at a really representative view. We do have the chance to make
a difference to the future of the village, as, if it is adopted, the resulting
document is not simply guidance but will become a statutory part of the
planning process.
Richard Brazier
Braishfield Parish Council
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UPDATE ON BMADS

both reviewed in the last News.

Mike Allen

Enjoy a pre - Christmas sing with

month

further details Wendy 368015 / Meri 368516

October was our ‘Members Evening’ with four
members speaking on 4 different topics. We
also had our annual Apple Competition.
Fran Clifton brought along an assortment of shrubs and flowers currently out in
her garden all giving a lovely display of colour and texture. What an assortment,
osteospermum, cercis and crab apple ‘Dartmouth’ this looked very much like a
plum.
Sheila Still spoke on her visit to Canada in 2017 when she visited the Gatineau
Gardens, Ottawa, Canada. Canada were celebrating their 150th Anniversary
with a spectacular display of statues depicting Canada’s history in the shape of,
naturally a train, moose, the Indian people and ancient Canadian’s, ice hockey
and many more. The statues were huge using flowers and greenery and grasses.
Steve Renvoize talked was ‘What is in the name’ he used Bougainvillea as an
example. It is thought that the first European to describe this plant was Philibert
Commercon, a botanist accompanying French Naval admiral Louis Antoine de
Bougainville during his voyage of circumnavigation of the earth in around 1789.
Geoff Daniels spoke on why do the number of pest populations vary so much
from year to year, such as butterflies and greenfly’s. Biologist we are told ,use
simple mathematical models to understand this. Is there enough food during
the spring one year and not enough the next. All this generally works in a 3 year
cycle but there is no regular pattern? According to Geoff, basically don’t waste
your time worrying about it, it will sort itself out. That’s nature.
The Apple Competition was won by Angela Bevan
Our AGM was held in November with the current committee being re-elected.
Following the AGM there was a Quiz. Thanks to the joint efforts of Viv
Robinson and Geoff Daniel, we all learned something and had fun doing so.
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Update on the verge next to the John Bevan Way

and wild red clover.

the soil does not become too rich.
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Contact:

Society.
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Dates for your diary
Friday 16th December
Brass Band
Sunday 18th December
Sunday 18th to Saturday 31st December
Saturday 24th December
Sunday 25th December

F

on Christmas Eve
on Christmas Day Holy Communion at Timsbury at 9.00am and at Farley
and on Sunday 1st January
at 10.30am.

**********
Saturday 3rd December
Saturday 10th December
Church Room
Friday 30th December

368109
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FROM THE REV TOM
Hello everyone,
We are now at the end of 2022 and what a year it has been. Since the start of
the pandemic we have been hearing the word ‘unprecedented’ a lot haven’t we?
Whether these times are unprecedented or not they are certainly unsettling and that
can quite naturally make us feel anxious.
So wherever we are I would like us all to just………………………….pause………..
glimpses of light rather than feel overwhelmed by the darkness. At this time of
year in our churches we talk about Jesus coming into the world as a light into the
darkness. They are very familiar readings to many of us and there is a great comfort
in them. Because in the nativity, God entered the world in the person of Jesus
Christ. So take time to enjoy the time of preparation in Advent, the mystery of the
events of Christmas Eve, the joy of Christmas Day and the marking of a new year
hearts to commune with God, to be kind to each other and to ourselves.
In reading the bible I am often surprised by the way in which human nature actually
doesn’t seem to have changed much over time. Scandal, tragedy, squabbling,
been. We may have the internet, but we still have the same need to be living in love
with our neighbours and with God that we have always had.
Jesus taught by what he said, by what he was and by what he did. He taught us
to trust God, as a loving father, to pray in faith and to be sensitive to the needs of
others, and to follow him in lives of generosity, faith, simplicity and love. He taught
with understanding, respect and forgiveness.
Amazingly, even after all those years, there are over 1000 million people who follow
him, who call him Lord. They believe that after his cruel death on the cross, God
raised him from the dead to demonstrate to all people, for all time, that goodness
will triumph over evil; justice over injustice, love over hate.
Now I reckon that really is worth celebrating so do have a very Happy Christmas
and let’s look forward to a new year together.
God Bless, Reverend Tom Benson
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We were delighted to celebrate the 50th anniversary
of the formation of the United Reformed Church on
16th October. It was lovely to welcome visitors for
this, including the Mayor and Mayoress of Test Valley,
Councillor Alan Downdon and Mrs Celia Downdon.
We also welcomed Jane Bennett, the chair
of our Parish Council; Julie Kemp, the Chair of the
All Saints Parish Church; and Andy Bevan, Church
Secretary of Abbey United Reformed Church, Romsey.
We welcomed other visitors too. Our thanks
go to everyone who came and made this a special day at our church in

As ever, it was moving to be at the War Memorial on Remembrance
Sunday on 13th November for the service there at 10.50 am and the Two
Minute Silence at 11.00 am. Daniel Symes laid the wreath on behalf of
We held our usual Memorial and Thanksgiving Service on 20th
November at 10.00 am when the congregation could light a candle in
memory of a loved one and to have their names read out during the
service. This is a most moving and appreciated service.
We will be busy preparing for Christmas services by the time the
magazine reaches you. We are looking forward to our Carols by Candlelight
on 20th December (which will be in the church at 7.30 pm – do come if you
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enjoy a good sing!). There will be short Christmas Day and New Year Day
services too, both at 9.30 am and lasting for half an hour. We would love to
see you there.
wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year.

___________________________________________________________________

We would like to thank all villagers who kindly sponsored us on Ride+Stride
Day in September. £415 + gift aid was raised, with 50% of the sums raised
by All Saints and the United Reformed Churches being returned to our two
Village Churches. We are very grateful for your continued support and
loyalty.
All Saints Church also received a grant of £5,000 from Hampshire & The
Islands Historic Churches Trust towards tower and clock repairs this year.
Ride & Stride is a nationwide event to raise money to help maintain the
fabric of our churches, of all denominations, including re-ordering (putting
in kitchenettes and toilets). This year Meryl and I toured the Havant Deanery
and visited 17 churches. We discovered more wonderful churches and were
given a lovely welcome from the meeters and greeters plus refreshments at
the churches.
It makes a wonderful day out for the family – why not visit all the Benefice
churches next year and raise sponsorship?
Chris Balchin
County Coordinator for Ride+Stride
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Exciting News from The Pantry.
Here at The Pantry we are thrilled to bring you our wonderful
news: we will soon be selling our very own brand of gin just in time
inspired by one of our popular cakes - lemon and lime drizzle!
years is very excited to be making this for us.

Sharon
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volunteers.

would be very welcome.

Hazel Prince
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It is that time of year again and after their rest over the spring and summer,
the rams have gone in with the ewes. The gestation period is about 152
days, so just after Easter there will be lambs skipping about the fields playing
games and gaining confidence; birds will be singing and daffodils will be
blooming.
There are three fields with ewes and rams in; the Suffolk ram is with the
North Country mules, Hank, the Lleyn ram that Kate purchased a few years
ago, is with the ewes that aren’t his children and the new Lleyn ram is with
Hank’s children. I think that is right; fortunately, Kate knows exactly who is
where and who should be where!
Meanwhile this year’s lambs are being looked after with regular checks on
teeth, feet and rear-ends, in order to produce animals of good quality, A tenton load of beet arrived a couple of weeks ago and was tipped into the yard
ready for Kate to feed to the lambs; it is fair to say that they really enjoy this
addition to their diet of grass. The seven that were bottle fed originally are
in the field in front of the house; very chatty, they always seem pleased to be
spoken to.
It’ll soon be Christmas, then the long period for Kate of working outside in
wet, cold and windy weather. Could be worse, at least she doesn’t have to dig
sheep out of snow drifts!
Kate’s dog Fly is continuing to be a great help and loves the work she is given
to do. They make a good team!
Wendy Quarendon

BRAISHFIELD SOCIAL CLUB
opening hours: Wed, Thurs, Fri 7pm-11pm
Sat 7pm-1.30pm, Sun 12.00noon-4pm & 7pm-10pm
Closed Mondays & Tuesdays

Weekly Events

We no longer have a skittle alley

Regular Events
Quiz Nights
Bingo

held fortnightly on Friday Nights
Every Sunday Evening

Future Events
Table Top/Bric a Brac sale
Sloe Gin Competition
12.00-2.00
Christmas Draw

4th December
11th December
17th December

Please see Club Notices for more details
MORE EVENTS PLANNED FOR 2023
Visit the club to find out more
LARGE FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE for celebrations,
birthdays, wedding receptions, christenings, wakes etc.

26

27

28

29

All aspects of landscaping from design to completion
Family run business since 1991
Email Kevin@stickley-landscapes.co.uk
01794 368694
07770 452631
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GARDEN MACHINERY
NEW SALES • USED SALES • HIRE
SERVICE • SPARES • CONSUMABLES
TRAILER REPAIRS, SERVICE and HIRE
IMPARTIAL HELP AND ADVICE - when you need it!

BOOK YOUR WINTER SERVICE NOW
call: 01794 367047

FREtiEon &
c

colle ery
deliv25 miles
in
with

Down to Earth
Garden Machinery

Eldon
Services

JN Eldon Lane, Braishfield, Romsey, Hampshire, SO51 0PT
Telephone: 01794 367047 Email: les@dtegm.co.uk
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W.W.H. Ewens Insurances Adviser
36 The Hundred, Romsey, Hampshire, SO51 8BX

Web: wwhe.co.uk

Tel: 01794 515113

David Ewens FPFS CeMap
FINANCIAL PLANNING
INVESTMENTS

LIFE COVER

MORTGAGES

PENSIONS

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
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RUBBISH NEWS

9th and 23rd January

Friday.

«Cartons «Books and media

Locator:

« Ensure your recyclable items are clean and dry.
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