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7KLV�PDJD]LQH�LV�SURGXFHG�E\�%UDLVK¿HOG�9LOODJH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�(GLWRU�UHVHUYHV�WKH�
right to elaborate, withhold or abridge material as space permits. The views expressed 
in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Editor or the committee. Any form of 
reproducing or copying of this publication requires the prior written permission of the Editor.

&RS\ULJKW�������%UDLVK¿HOG�9LOODJH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�
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-YVT�[OL�*OHPY

7KH�%9$�DWWHPSWV�WR�GHOLYHU�D�FRS\�RI�WKH�%UDLVK¿HOG�5HVLGHQWV�*XLGH�DQG�
the Village Design Statement to all new residents. If you have not received 
these publications, please contact Julie, the Distributor, on 368894.

Latest copy date for the next issue is:  Friday 17th March 2023.
)URQW�FRYHU���%UDLVK¿HOG�6FKRRO

Firstly, I would like to wish you all a very Happy New Year. With all the rain 
LQ�UHFHQW�ZHHNV��ZH�ZHUH�YHU\�OXFN\�WR�KDYH�¿QH�ZHDWKHU�IRU�RXU�1HZ�<HDU�
walk. A good turnout as ever to blow away those Christmas cobwebs.

A bumper copy of the BVN this time.

A new feature in this edition is a gardening section written by Sue Boswell. 
7KLV�LV�JRLQJ�WR�EH�D�UHJXODU�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�KHOS�WKRVH�JUHHQ�¿QJHUHG�
villagers amongst us to keep our gardens looking great all year round.

The Farming Times is another newish feature which will be appearing 
quarterly . A really interesting read for those of us living in a rural community, 
and an informative insight into life on the farm.

Finally, many of you will have seen the Romsey Country Market stall in the 
centre of the town, selling a variety of homemade edibles and handicrafts. 
:HOO��WKH�JRRG�QHZV�LV�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�FRPLQJ�WR�%UDLVK¿HOG�RQ�D�UHJXODU�
basis. Please see page 35 for full details.

A Saturday morning browsing the market followed by coffee at the Pantry 
sounds like a good start to the Weekend !

Bye for now, Julie.
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Letters

Contributions for “Letters to the Editor” must provide the writer’s name and 
address to the Editor.   Maximum word count for letters is 250.

EDITORS NOTE:
Please send all items for the BVN by email: BVNeditor@gmail.com.  All 
items for publication must show the name, address and contact number of 
WKH�RULJLQDWRU��7RSLFV�VKRXOG�EH�UHOHYDQW�WR�WKH�YLOODJH�RI�%UDLVK¿HOG�

Hello!

The family of Rusty Smith would like 
to say thank you to everyone who sent 
cards and texts, phoned and visited us, 
following the very sad and sudden death 
of Rusty on 15 th November 2022. It 
was such a shock and unexpected to us 
all that he passed away so suddenly.

We would also like to thank everyone 
who was able for coming to Rusty’s 
funeral service at his much loved United 

Reformed Church, where he and Shirley 
were married on 25 th March 1961.

We would also like to thank those who 
came to the wake at The Wheatsheaf. 
Thank you also to everyone who helped 
on the funeral day for all that was done 
to make the day go as planned.
So many thanks to so many people but 
thank you all.

Love from Shirley, Alan, Dawn, Nicola 
and Stephen

DEADLINE DATES FOR 
BRAISHFIELD 

VILLAGE NEWS
2023

Mar 17 for APRIL
May 19 for JUNE
July 21 for AUG
Sept 22 for OCT
Nov 17 for DEC
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Notices

7HOHSKRQH�%R[�/LEUDU\
As you may be aware, Braishfield has its own library located at the

old telephone box opposite Newport Lane.

It’s wonderful to see this used and enjoyed by so many of you.

Its purpose is to allow residents to exchange one d<dIgD<EX novel for

another. Children’s books are also accepted (on the bottom shelf

please).

.IOgIjj<DYs, in recent weeks a number of very inappropriate books,

hardbacks and reference books have been left – with over 40 being

removed in the first 10 days of this year.

Not only does this create more work for those who tend to the

library but there is a danger of heavy hardbacks falling and injuring

people. We also do not want to see children picking up inappropriate

material.

+YI<hI�

Paperback novels only

Exchange one book for another

Stand books on the shelves only and don’t pile others on top

No hardbacks, reference or inappropriate books

�g<QhPNQIYG�+<gQhP�]k[EQY
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7KH�%UDLVK¿HOG�����&OXE�LQ�����

/DVW�\HDU�ZDV�D�JRRG�\HDU�IRU�WKH�YLOODJH�ORWWHU\���2XU�LQFRPH�IRU�WKH�
\HDU�ZDV�RYHU��������DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI�PRUH�WKDQ�������WKDQNV�WR�WKH�
DELGLQJ�OR\DOW\�RI�PHPEHUV�DQG�VRPH�JHQHURXV�QHZFRPHUV���6R�ZH�
ZHUH�DEOH�WR�SD\�RXW�DQ�DYHUDJH�PRQWKO\�SUL]H�RI�DURXQG�������DQG�DQ�
DYHUDJH�GRQDWLRQ�WR�JRRG�FDXVHV�LQ�H[FHVV�RI������SHU�PRQWK���2XU�
µDGPLQLVWUDWLYH�H[SHQVHV¶�ZHUH�����IRU�WKH�OLFHQFH�WR�RSHUDWH��SDLG�WR�

79%&�

'R�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�LI�\RX�DUH�UDLVLQJ�PRQH\�IRU�D�FKDULW\��LUUHVSHFWLYH�
RI�ZKHWKHU�\RX�DUH�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�ORWWHU\�RU�QRW��ZH�PD\�EH�DEOH�WR�
VXSSRUW�\RX�ZLWK�D�GRQDWLRQ���0RVW�RI�RXU�FRQWULEXWLRQV�JR�WR�FDXVHV�

ZKLFK�KDYH�DQ�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�YLOODJH�LQ�VRPH�ZD\��EXW�ZH�KDYH�DOVR�SDLG�
RXW�WR�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�VXSSRUWLQJ�8NUDLQLDQV��WKH�&RXQWHVV�+RVSLFH�DQG�WKH�

5RPVH\�IRRG�EDQN�LQ�WKH�ODVW�WZHOYH�PRQWKV�

����RI�HDFK�PRQWK¶V�LQFRPH�JRHV�RXW�DV�D�GRQDWLRQ��DQG�����JRHV�WR�
RQH�OXFN\�ZLQQHU���7KH�GUDZ�LV�FRQGXFWHG�E\�WKH�3URPRWHU��PH��LQ�WKH�

SUHVHQFH�RI�WKH�WZR�WUXVWHHV��*UDKDP�%HQQHWW�DQG�7RP�*UHHQZRRG���:H�
XVH�D�YHU\�ORZ�WHFK��WRWDOO\�UDQGRP�VHOHFWLRQ�SURFHVV�WR�DUULYH�DW�WKH�OXFN\�
ZLQQLQJ�QXPEHU����,W¶V�WKUHH�EDJV�ZLWK�JROI�EDOOV�LQ�WKHP�HDFK�QXPEHUHG��

��±����

,I�WKLV�LQVSLUHV�\RX�WR�MRLQ��JLYH�PH�D�FDOO�RU�HPDLO�PH������SHU�PRQWK�LV�WKH�
HQWU\�IHH��DQG�HDFK�PRQWK�\RX�ZLOO�KDYH�GRQDWHG����RI�LW�WR�D�JRRG�FDXVH�

'DYLG�5RELQVRQ��7HO��������������
�HPDLO�GDYLG�URELQVRQ����#JPDLO�FRP�

                                     �ƌĂŝƐŚĮĞůĚ�sŝůůĂŐĞ�sŽŝĐĞƐ͙͙

                                        4th Monday in the month, 2.00 – 4.00,
                        in the Church Room
Feb 28  / March 28 / April 25

Look forward to seeing you at any/all of these sessions…and bring a friend!
Wendy 368015/Meri 368516
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WANTED -TO RENT
I am looking for an off 

road space to store an old 
sports car.

If anyone has a garage, 
barn or outbuilding that 

they feel would be suitable
and would be willing to 
let me use , please get in 

touch.
It would be purely for 

storage , no maintenance 
or work would be carried 

out.
Prepared to pay a 
reasonable rent.

Julie Kemp Tel 368894.

In Case of Emergency

Loss of Electricity - Phone 105 or SSE on 0800 072 7282
or report/ check a power cut

https://powertrack.ssen.co.uk/powertrack
If you require special assistance

call SSE on 0800 072 7282294 3259 to register for Priority Services
*********

Water supply or wastewater emergencies, blocked drains or possible 
pollution - Phone Southern Water on 0330 303 0368

*********
    Police - Phone 101 or 999 if people are injured or there is a threat to 

life

Community Emergency Co-ordinator
Cllr Jane Bennett 01794 368109 or 07823 320910
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:H�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�WKDQN�DOO�WKRVH�ZKR�GRQDWH�WRZDUG�WKH�FRVW�RI�%UDLVK¿HOG�
Village News. We welcome any support you can give us to keep the 
magazine viable in 2023. This can be a ONE OFF PAYMENT or a 
MONTHLY STANDING ORDER.   If you wish to make a donation please 
complete the slip below and send with your donation to:-

BVA Treasurer
Kate Marshall
____________________________________________________________

,�HQFORVH������������������������WRZDUGV�WKH�UXQQLQJ�FRVW�RI�WKH�%UDLVK¿HOG�9LOODJH�
News.

Name (please print) .......................................................................................

Address. ...............................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................

Postcode. ......................................

Tel: .................................... EMAIL: ................................................................

3OHDVH�PDNH�FKHTXHV�SD\DEOH�WR�%UDLVK¿HOG�9LOODJH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�RU�EDQN�
transfer to:
Sort code: 30-97-14:            Account no 31483060: 
$FFRXQW�QDPH��%UDLVK¿HOG�9LOODJH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�
A standing order form to make annual donations to the BVN is available. 
Please contact the Treasurer, Kate Marshall, and she will send you one.

+VUH[PVUZ
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Obituaries

“Rusty”Smith

 Russell Alan, known to us all as ‘Rusty’ was born at Kienton on 
9 April 1933.  He lived at Birkhamstead until he was about 13.  He then 
moved to Chilworth with his parents Charles and Nancy and his brother 
Charlie.  He then attended Romsey School, known to everyone  as ‘the cow 
sheds’.  He left school aged 14 and worked at Unity Heating at Chilworth 
Manor, and trained as a draftsman.  But this was not for him – he wanted 
to work on a farm, with animals and tractors!  Hence Shirley thought 
our verses from St Luke about the farmer sowing and reaping was most 
appropriate for today.

� 5XVW\�VRRQ�JRW�D�MRE�DW�+DOO�)DUP��%UDLVK¿HOG�DQG�URGH�KLV�ELNH�
every day from Chilworth for 6 am milking.  At the age of 18 he was called to 
do his national service and spent his two years in the Royal Artillery in Hong 
Kong.  After this he returned to Hall Farm before moving to work at Pucknall 
and Hawkes Farms, where he  worked for three different farmers, until he 
retired aged 65.

 “During this time Rusty and his mum and dad moved down the road 
to the Wheatsheaf where they were ‘mine hosts’, and Rusty lived there 
for 11 years before his marriage to Shirley who was the daughter of ‘mine 
hosts’ at the Newport at the time.  Rusty and Shirley were married here in 
WKLV�FKXUFK��%UDLVK¿HOG�85&��RQ����0DUFK������QHDUO\����\HDUV�DJR���5XVW\�
worked hard in this church – he was always here to help, whatever needed 
doing.  He was church treasurer 38 years; church cleaner, and was seen 
Sunday mornings sweeping a ‘clean path’ to the church door.  He used to 
support all the church fundraising events and loved being host to the sherry 
and mince pies evening at their home where ‘the parrot’ always helped with 
WKH�UDIÀH�

 “Rusty loved his garden and spent many hours in it, working.  
Following his retirement he started a gardening business and soon had 
KLV�ZHHN�¿OOHG�GRLQJ�RWKHU�SHRSOH¶V�JDUGHQV���+H�DOVR�KHOSHG�$ODQ�ZLWK�
his gardening business and helped him at Gardeners World (Birmingham) 
and Hampton Court, and was proud when Alan received medals at both 
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international shows.  Rusty also helped Alan and Dawn when they opened 
their sweet shop in Romsey, known as ‘Humbugs’!

 “All of his life, from 18 to 80, Rusty worked behind the bar at The 
Newport and was known there as ‘the posh barman’!

 “Rusty loved his family – he was delighted when Alan was born in 
1967 and was always on hand to help him right up until he passed away.  
He was pleased to welcome Dawn into the family when she and Alan 
married at the Abbey URC in Romsey, by Revd Alan Green, here today with 
Brenda.

 “Rusty was proud grandad of Nicola and Stephen, and used to love 
taking them out on Fridays for the day, and Shirley went too!  They would 
VRPHWLPHV�JR�WR�WKH�,2:�IRU�¿VK�µQ�FKLSV�±�WKH\�KDG�PDQ\�WULSV�RXW�DQG�KH�
loved every minute.  Rusty would always on hand to help anyone at any 
time.  He will be missed by so many, especially by Shirley, Alan, Dawn, 
Nicola and Stephen.”

Alan says, “What can I say about dad?  He has taught, helped and 
supported me throughout my life.  [He] never complained and always had 
WLPH�DQG�>ZDV@�DOZD\V�WKHUH���)URP�$LU¿[�PRGHOV��JR�FDUWV��WR�EXLOGLQJ�
gardens – [he] was never to busy to help and showed complete patience – 
even through driving lessons. With darts, even with the amount of practice I 
did I could never beat him or gain as many trophies as he won.  One of my 
IXQQLHVW�PHPRULHV�ZDV�ZKHQ�PXP�DQG�GDG�WRRN�PH�WR�VHH�P\�¿UVW�FRQFHUW�
to see the band Madness and dad sat there with tissues in his ears.  Again, 
he never complained – he was just there.  Love you and thank you dad.”

Nicola and Stephen write: “Our grandad Ben, when we try to think about a 
VSHFLDO�PRPHQW�RU�VSHFL¿F�PHPRULHV��LW¶V�KDUG�WR�SLFN�MXVW�RQH���)URP�DV�
far back as we can both remember, ‘Grangar’ has always been an integral 
and important person in both our lives.  The fondest memories come from 
all the outings and time we spent together on Friday with granny & grandad.  
We would always get to choose where we would go; from the gateway, to 
Portsmouth arcades or the seafront.  Our favourite was always Paulton’s 
Park or Marwell.  We were treated beyond measure and we appreciated 
every moment.  Not once did he complain that he was tired or wanted to 
go home after aimlessly walking around.  Actually he didn’t particularly like 
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McDonalds – while we would sit there with our ‘happy meals’ (or as grandad 
called them, ‘miserable’ meals) he would sit there eating his apple pie.  It 
¿OOV�XV�ZLWK�JUHDW�VRUURZ�WKDW�ZH�ZLOO�QHYHU�VHH�KLP�SRWWHULQJ�DURXQG�LQ�KLV�
greenhouse, planting his hanging baskets or see him sat in his chair in the 
lounge reading his newspapers.  It really is the little things that we will miss 
so very dearly.”

These have been but a few memories of Rusty’s life – Shirley will always 
remember him as a wonderful, kind and loving husband – the best there 
could be for nearly 62 years.  Also a wonderful dad and lovely father-in-law 
and a much loved grandad.

�

Braishfield Ukrainian Support Group (BUSG) 
invite you to 

‘BAND TOGETHER FOR UKRAINE’ 
a musical evening kindly performed by 

SOUTHAMPTON GRADUATE BAND 

Saturday 25th March  
Braishfield Village Hall, SO51 0PN 

7.30 pm 

SGB Concert Band will be performing a variety of entertaining pieces including  
jazz, classical and popular music 

Bar & Raffle 

Tickets:  £8 for adults and £4 for children & Ukrainians 
To purchase tickets please email: busg2022@gmail.com  

All proceeds to BUSG to support Ukrainians in Braishfield and local area 
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As I write this update, 3rd Romsey Beavers, Cubs and Scouts are just starting back after their

Christmas break.  The group leaders have spent time over the break planning lots of amazing

activities for the children for the coming term, already Scouts are off to the Army Flying Museum

next week for a STEM Event along with other scouting groups, and there’s a camp booked for March

(hope it isn’t so wet!).

At the tail end of last year, we held our AGM, and there was so much to celebrate from the year.

Including: climbing trips, baking; lantern making; first aid training; camping; hikes (including night

hikes); trips to the local fire station; bike rides; raft building; and learning circus skills.

We are also pleased to welcome Keith and Nicki Pickering to the group.  They have joined the

Executive Committee as Chair and Secretary.

So – do you have a young person (aged 6-8) who might enjoy these activities?  If you do – why not

speak with Matt our Beaver leader about joining«

$QGRYHU�&ULVLV�DQG�6XSSRUW�&HQWUH, which has been helping local 
survivors of domestic and sexual abuse move forward with their lives 
VLQFH�������KDV�WRGD\�DQQRXQFHG�LW�LV�FKDQJLQJ�LWV�QDPH�WR�UHÀHFW�
the broader range of services it now offers. 

)LQGLQJ�)UHHGRP�)URP�$EXVH�operates across the entire Test 
Valley region and provides a range of services 
and programmes that offer emotional and 
practical support.

For more information about Finding Freedom 
From Abuse, please visit ZZZ�¿QGLQJIUHHGRP�
RUJ�XN�RU�HPDLO�HQTXLULHV#¿QGLQJIUHHGRP�RUJ�XN�
or call 03332 422 055
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)YHPZOÄLSK�:JV\[Z
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)YHPZOÄLSK�7YPTHY`�:JOVVS

October
In October, we held a fabulous 
Macmillan Fundraiser.  Parents, carers, 
family members, staff and Governors 
baked, donated, attended and gave 
generously. We had a great time in 
the hall this afternoon: much cake was 
eaten and money was raised- over 
£500!

One visitor whom we see very regularly 
in school is Reverend Jane, often leading our assemblies. This month, she 
helped Little Acorns with their RE day and read them a story. We really 
appreciate Rev. Jane and Rev. Tom’s support as a school community- thank 
you!

November
Oaks class begin their 
swimming lessons this 
PRQWK��$W�%UDLVK¿HOG��
we ensure that every 
child has swimming 
lessons every year. Like 
cycling (which all children 
have a go at through 
the Bikeability training), 
swimming is a skill which 
we hope they’ll use on a 

regular basis in their lives to maintain a healthy and active lifestyle.
On another sporting note, we compete regularly with other local primary 
schools - recently in a girls’ football tournament. All the girls had fun and 
enjoyed every game. All worked together as a team and supported each 
other. They won 3 games, drew 3 and lost 3. Well done!

Weeks like November’s  Anti-Bullying Week are important touchstones 
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in the year. They help reinforce 
in a very upfront and public 
way what we aim to do all year 
round. Embedded in our school 
FXOWXUH�DW�%UDLVK¿HOG�DUH�RXU�
values of Respect, Kindness 
and Honesty. We expect every 
interaction - whether that be 
pupil to pupil, adult to pupil or 
DGXOW�WR�DGXOW���WR�UHÀHFW�WKHVH�
values. When there are fallings 
out or misunderstandings, we 

provide time and support for restorative conversations which unpick the 
misunderstandings and allow a chance for apologies and reconciliation. 
All year round, I emphasise anti-bullying messages with our pupils and the 
recent ‘Odd Socks Day’ was a chance to celebrate our individuality and 
inclusivity.

December
You may have heard that we now have new school 
guinea pigs, Chocolate and Brownie. The decision 
to purchase new guinea pigs and retire Oreo to a 
loving family was solely the decision of the pupils, who 
debated the pros and cons of the situation. We love our 
new piggies!

$W�%UDLVK¿HOG�6FKRRO��ZH�ORYH�WR�JLYH�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�
opportunities to perform and push themselves in areas 
WKDW�WKH\�PLJKW�QRW�EH�FRQ¿GHQW�LQ��7KLV�PRQWK��WKH�/LWWOH�$FRUQV�DQG�%LJ�
Acorns children performed their Nativity play, Baarmy Bethlehem. They 
sang beautifully, didn’t miss a cue and said their lines perfectly. If you 
weren’t there, you missed out!  See the front page!!

-LP�&DVFDULQL
+HDGWHDFKHU
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GARDENING - JOBS FOR THIS MONTH

If you’re lucky to be growing a wisteria on the walls of 
your house, then it’s a good time to prune now. This 
will encourage strong healthy blooms that will sing your 
SUDLVHV�LQ�6SULQJ�ZKHQ�LW�ZLOO�ÀRZHU�SURIXVHO\�IRU�\RX��
After a prune don’t forget to feed and mulch.

If you haven’t mulched your garden or 
collected leaf debris from your borders then 
January is a good time to get be doing it. 
Clearing the leaves means that you’re not 
harbouring damaging pathogens which could 
harm your soil and your plants.

Ahh and our wonderful roses will need some 
attention too this month that is if we don’t get a 
cold snap. If we do then please wait to prune 
until after it’s over! In the meantime, we can 

be mulching - a wet organic mulch is best and put it generously around the 
base of the plant. When you get around to pruning remember to clear all the 
leaves off the plant including any that have dropped onto the ground.

Are you thinking of planting trees or hedges, or main structure evergreens 
this year? Doing this now or between January and March will be timely. 
There will be time for the roots to nestle down before the plant needs to 
send signals to start growing.  There are techniques for planning trees and if  
you need advice let us know.

This should keep you busy but if you need help with any of this or with other 
jobs then please don’t hesitate to contact us. We can advise on mulches, 
pruning, planting and make plant recommendations. We also can arrange to 
visit you for a consultation.

Happy Gardening!
6XVDQQH������������������������������������������������������VXHERVZHOO#KRWPDLO�FRP
                                                          www.susanneboswellgardens.com
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)YHPZOÄLSK�/VY[PJ\S[\YHS�:VJPL[`

BRAISHFIELD HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

+g]Og<ZZI�ÃÁÃÄ

Jan 10th – Gordon Massie ‘A visit to Wisley’ – its history, a tour of some of the garden and

new developments

Feb 14th – Ray Broughton ‘New Developments in Horticulture’, the Sparsholt expert gives us

an update.

March 14th – Alan Horgan ‘Pests and Disease control with relation to gardens – a lifetime

experience.

April 11th - Martyn Cox - ‘Clever ways with Vegetables’- from this gardening columnist,

author and horticulturist.

May 9th – John Baker - ‘Gardens of Russia’- a tour of beautiful private and state gardens in

Moscow and St Petersburg

June - Garden Visits

July 15th – Flower Show

Sept 12th - Ben Cross ‘British Flowers Rock’ – from young Alstroemeria plants to the cut

flower.

October 10th - Members Eve

November 14th - AGM

7KXUVGD\���WK�-DQXDU\�VDZ�RXU�¿UVW�PHHWLQJ�
of 2023. 28 members and visitors listening 
to an interesting talk with slides by Gordon 
Massie on the Royal Horticulture Society 
Wisely – its history, a tour of some of the 
garden and new developments.  

Wisely was established by G F Wilson, a chemist and horticulturist.  After 
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his death the garden was purchased by Sir Thomas Hanbury and gifted to 
the Royal Horticulture Society on centenary, 1903. 

Following this short history Gordon took us on a walk round the grounds 
from the car park along the Jellicoe canal to the cottage garden, the exotic 
garden, up to the trails garden then the RHS Hilltop complex completed in 
summer 2021.

In the cottage garden we saw crocus and a large area of Commasia 
OHLFKWOLQLL���-XQH�LV�WKH�EHVW�WLPH�WR�EHQH¿W�IURP�WKH�GLVSOD\�RI�FRORXU�IURP�
this garden.  We then passed through the pergola and viewed the topiary on 
our way to the exotic garden.  This for me was my favourite garden with a 
selection of tropical plants to grow in a UK climate.  Arabis Cordala from the 
Far East, Abutilon Naob, and this perennial had grown to 3 metres in height, 
Arbutus Unedo, the strawberry tree along with Eucomis from South Africa.  I 
was taken by the height of the plants, a garden to visit.

It was then to Battleston Hill for hydrangea, camellia and rhododendrons.  
Then on to the trial gardens where we saw Echinacea Cucurbita – 
pumpkins/squashes along with fennel. The viewing area was planted with 
lavender and rosemary.  It was then back down the hill to the pond and 
glasshouse.

The Hilltop complex was opened in 2021, what a stunning building, built in 
D�<�VKDSH�LW�PHDVXUHV������P����7KLV�DUHD�SURYLGHV�VFLHQWL¿F�ODERUDWRULHV�
and exhibitions. 

One interesting point for all we gin drinkers is that juniper is not grown at 
Wisley in their Herb Garden this is due to rust fungus.

Wisley is a leading experimental garden where many cultivation techniques 
DUH�WULHG�DQG�WHVWHG���7KHLU�IUXLW�¿HOGV�KDYH�RYHU�����FXOWLYDUV���:LVOH\�
receives approximately 1.2 million visitors a year and cover an area of 240 
acres, certainly now on my list of places to visit. 

Gordon’s tour was taken over a three year period and covering different 
seasons.  

$QJHOD�%HYDQ
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UPDATE FROM BUSG
KƵƌ�hŬƌĂŝŶŝĂŶ�ŐƵĞƐƚƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŝůůĂŐĞ�ŶŽǁ�ĨŽƌ�ƚĞŶ�ŵŽŶƚŚƐ�ĂŶĚ��ƌĂŝƐŚĮĞůĚ�
ŚĂƐ�ǁĞůĐŽŵĞĚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ǁŝƚŚ�ǁĂƌŵƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�ŐĞŶĞƌŽƐŝƚǇ͘����ĂĐŚ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ŚĂƐ�ŚĂĚ�Ă�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�
experience since their arrival.  

dŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƚǇ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŽ�ĮŶĚ�ƐƵŝƚĂďůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ǇŽƵŶŐ�ĂĚƵůƚƐ͘�
This was accomplished successfully with places found at Romsey School, Awbridge 
School, Embley, King Edward’s Southampton and Winchester University.

dŚĞ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƚǇ�ǁĂƐ�ĮŶĚŝŶŐ�ĞŵƉůŽǇŵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĚƵůƚƐ͕�ǁŚŽ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŬĞĞŶ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�
ĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŽǀŝŶŐ�ƚŽǁĂƌĚƐ�ƐĞůĨͲƐƵĸĐŝĞŶĐǇ͘��DŽƐƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶƐ�ŝŶ�ůŽĐĂů�
hospitality businesses. 

dŚĞ�ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ƉůĂŶ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŚŽƐƚ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ůŝŵ-
ŝƚĞĚ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƵƌ�ŐƵĞƐƚƐ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚ�ĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƟŽŶ͘�dŚŝƐ�
ŝƐ�ŶŽǁ�ďĞŐŝŶŶŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŚĂƉƉĞŶ͘��tŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞůƉ�ŽĨ�dĞƐƚ�sĂůůĞǇ Ɛ͛�,ŽŵĞůĞƐƐ�WƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ�
^ƵƉƉŽƌƚ�KĸĐĞƌ�ŽŶĞ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�Ă�ďƵŶŐĂůŽǁ�ŝŶ��ĂƐƚ�tĞůůŽǁ͘��dŚĞ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�
ŽĨ�ƚƌǇŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĮŶĚ�ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚ�ĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ŽŶͲŐŽŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ůĞŶŐƚŚǇ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ͘

dŚĞ��ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ�ǁĂƐ�Ă�ĚŝĸĐƵůƚ�ƟŵĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŽƵƌ�ŐƵĞƐƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ĚĞĐŝĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŽƌŐĂ-
nise and fund some special events for them.

��ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů��ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ�ĚŝŶŶĞƌ�ǁĂƐ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�tŚĞĂƚƐŚĞĂĨ͕ �ǁŚŝĐŚ�ǁĂƐ�Ă�ŐƌĞĂƚ�
success. 

KŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĞƐƟǀĞ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ�ŝŶ�hŬƌĂŝŶĞ�ŝƐ�ϯϭst December.  
KƵƌ�ŐƵĞƐƚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŽīĞƌĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�ZŽŽŵ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĞĚ�Ă�EĞǁ�
Year’s Eve party in their own style.  The variety and array of food was quite excep-
ƟŽŶĂů͘��&ŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�hŬƌĂŝŶŝĂŶ�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶ͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁĂƚĐŚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�hŬƌĂŝŶŝĂŶ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�
ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝƐŚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǇĞĂƌ�ϮϬϮϯ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ǇĞĂƌ�ŽĨ�ƌĞƚƵƌŶƐ�ʹ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƚƵƌŶ�
of Ukrainian land back to it’s motherland, the return of Ukrainian soldiers and their 
displaced families to their homes.

/Ŷ�ůŝŶĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŽƵƌ�ŽǁŶ�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŐŝŌƐ�Ăƚ��ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ�ǁĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƉƌĞƐ-
ĞŶƚ�Ă�ŐŝŌ�ƚŽ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ŚŽƐƚ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂůƐŽ�ƚŽ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�hŬƌĂŝŶŝĂŶ�ŐƵĞƐƚƐ͘

DĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�hŬƌĂŝŶŝĂŶƐ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ǁŽƌƌŝĞĚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ�ǁŚŽ�
ƌĞŵĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�hŬƌĂŝŶĞ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ĞŶĞƌŐǇ�ĂŶĚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƐƵƉƉůŝĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŵƵĐŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ͘���h^'�
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ĚĞĐŝĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŐŝǀĞ�Ă�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�ĚŽŶĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�͚EĞǁ�&ŽƌĞƐƚ�ĨŽƌ�hŬƌĂŝŶĞ͛�ǁŚŽ�ĂƌĞ�ďƵůŬ�
ďƵǇŝŶŐ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƚŽƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�hŬƌĂŝŶĞ͘��KƵƌ�ĚŽŶĂƟŽŶ�ŚĂƐ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�Ϯ�
generators.

KƵƌ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ�&ƌŝĚĂǇ�ĂŌĞƌŶŽŽŶ�͚^ŽĐŝĂů͛�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ZŽŽŵ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�sŝůůĂŐĞ�,Ăůů�
ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƌ͘ ���h^'�ĂƌĞ�ǀĞƌǇ�ŐƌĂƚĞĨƵů�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�sŝůůĂŐĞ�,Ăůů��ŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ�ĨŽƌ�
ĐŽŶƟŶƵŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ZŽŽŵ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ϰ͘ϬϬ�ʹ�ϱ͘ϯϬ�Ăƚ�ŶŽ�
charge.  It’s a great opportunity for Villagers to come and share a cuppa with our 
friends.  

&Žƌ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ƵŶĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ŵĞĞƚ�ŽŶ�Ă�&ƌŝĚĂǇ�ĂŌĞƌŶŽŽŶ͕�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ŶŽǁ�ĂŶ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�
meet in The Wheatsheaf on a Monday evening from 7.00 pm – everyone is wel-
come.

/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĂďŽǀĞ͕��h^'�ĂůƐŽ�ĂƌƌĂŶŐĞĚ�Ă�zŽŐĂ��ŽƵƌƐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�ZŽŽŵƐ�
accessible for non-English speaking guests

We are very fortunate to have Kateryna living in the Village who has experience 
over many years working as a seamstress. Thanks to BUSG and hosts she now has 
Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŽŶĐĞ�ĂŐĂŝŶ�ƵŶĚĞƌƚĂŬĞ�ƌĞƉĂŝƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�
clothes and to create curtains.  If you have any work you would like her to under-
take, please do let me know and I can put you in touch with her.

^Ž�ǁŚĂƚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ͊��&ŝŶĚŝŶŐ�ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚ�ĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ŽƵƌ�hŬƌĂŝŶŝĂŶ�
friends is a top priority and we are working hard on this together with Test Valley.  
tĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŽƉƟŵŝƐƟĐ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů�ŽƵƚĐŽŵĞ͘��

dŚĞƌĞ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĮŶĂŶĐŝĂů�ĞǆƉĞŶĚŝƚƵƌĞ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ĞīŽƌƚƐ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ƚŚĞ�hŬƌĂŝŶŝĂŶƐ�
gain more independence.  We are subsidising transport costs in many ways includ-
ing support in purchasing cars, driving lessons as well as travel fare reimburse-
ments.

/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ��h^'�ĮŶĂŶĐŝĂůůǇ�ƚŚĞŶ�Ă�ĚŽŶĂƟŽŶ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ŽŶůŝŶĞ�
as follows:

�ĐĐŽƵŶƚ�ŶĂŵĞ͗���ƌĂŝƐŚĮĞůĚ�W��

Sort Code:  60 18 46

�ĐĐŽƵŶƚ�EƵŵďĞƌ͗��ϮϭϮϬϰϰϳϬ

Reference: BUSG (donor’s surname)
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/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ŶŽƟĨǇ�'ĞŽī��ƌŝŐŐƐ͕��h^'�dƌĞĂƐƵƌĞƌ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĚŽŶĂƟŽŶ�ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ŚĞ�ĐĂŶ�ĞŶƐƵƌĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌůǇ�ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ͘ ��WůĞĂƐĞ�ĞŵĂŝů�'ĞŽī�Ăƚ�
busg2022@gmail.com 

��ĚĂƚĞ�ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĚŝĂƌǇ – ^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ�ϮϱƚŚ�DĂƌĐŚ�ϮϬϮϯ�ʹ�ϳ͘ϯϬ�Ɖŵ��ƌĂŝƐŚĮĞůĚ�sŝůůĂŐĞ�
,Ăůů�

Southampton Grad Band have kindly agreed to perform and all money raised from 
the Concert will be donated to BUSG.  Further details will be announced at a later 
date.

tĞ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ǀĞƌǇ�ŐƌĂƚĞĨƵů�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞůƉ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�sŝůůĂŐĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�
�ƌĂŝƐŚĮĞůĚ͘��/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ůŝŬĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌŬ�ŽĨ��h^'͕�ƉůĞĂƐĞ�
do not hesitate to contact me.

Steve Renvoize

ƐƚĞǀĞĐĂƌŽůĞ͘ƌĞŶǀŽŝǌĞΛďƟŶĞƌŶĞƚ͘ĐŽŵ

�ŚĂŝƌŵĂŶ�^ƚĞĞƌŝŶŐ��ŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ

�ƌĂŝƐŚĮĞůĚ�hŬƌĂŝŶŝĂŶ�^ƵƉƉŽƌƚ�'ƌŽƵƉ�;�h^'Ϳ

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

Time to get walking again!
 
With Spring on its way we start to think about getting out to walk in the 
beautiful English Countryside again, but where to !nd new and interesting 
walks? 

Walking in Hampshire https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/hants has loads 
of walks to download and print, free, it also has books of walks, details of all 
the walking groups in the county and much more. Whether you want to walk 
on your own or with a group all the information is there in one place.
 
John Harris (who maintains the website) said ‘"ere is so much walking 
information on the web but it is di#cult to !nd. Walking in Hampshire (part 
of the Walking in England website) has brought it together in one place so 
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(SS�:HPU[Z»�*O\YJO
             Dates for Your Diary

Saturday 11th March 
9.30am Churchyard Working party with 
refreshments 

          
We do hope you can join us!

www. asbchurch.org or contact Jane Bennett on 
01794 368109

FROM REV TOM

Dear friends,

 First of all I would like to thank everyone who worked so hard with all our 
Christmas services and events. This is not as belated as it sounds – I am 
writing this at the beginning of January! 

Secondly, we are at the beginning of a brand new year with all the 
challenges and joys that that will inevitably bring with it. I am sure that I 

whether you are walking from home, or away on holiday, you will be able to 
!nd a walk suitable for you’.
 
With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a note of suitability 
for pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone can !nd a walk to enjoy.
 
So home or away, check out the websites and get walking!
 
John Harris
www.walkinginengland.co.uk
john@walkinginengland.co.uk
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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am not alone in sometimes feeling that we seem to  have more challenges 
than joys to look forward to over the coming months. However, it is also 
true, I think, that there is still much to be grateful for. We are fortunate to 
live in a great part of the country, places that still have such a strong sense 
of community and where by and large we can live our lives in safety. When 
WKHUH�VHHPV�WR�EH�VR�PXFK�FKDRV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�¿QDQFH��SROLWLFV��DQG�FRQÀLFW�
etc it can skew our view of the world, it can seem a very dark and cruel 
place, and although there are cruelties and there is darkness those things 
do not dominate on a day to day basis. The truth is that the world still turns 
on kindness, those small acts of love that get us through and that we can 
give and receive every day. 

This month sees the start of Lent with Ash Wednesday on the 22nd.   
Christians use the six weeks before Easter to prepare themselves for Holy 
Week and the great joy of Easter Sunday itself, - the most important in the 
Christian calendar when we celebrate that Jesus rose again. One dictionary 
says that 'Lent is normally observed as a time of fasting and abstinence.' 
Hence the question 'What are you giving up for Lent?'
              
Some people set themselves the challenge of giving up smoking or 
chocolates or alcohol during Lent and to turn it into a positive exercise it 
seems a good idea to give away the money thus saved. Some people try 
to read a chapter of the Bible each day, or go to a Lent Course, or spend 
¿YH�H[WUD�PLQXWHV�D�GD\�LQ�SUD\HU��7KHUH�DUH�DOO�VRUWV�RI�ZD\V�ZH�FDQ�WDNH�
positive steps to grow in our faith and Lent seems as good a time as any to 
do it.

Lent is something of a journey and on the 22nd we start on the road that 
takes us to the foot of the cross and on to new life and freedom in Christ. It 
is a journey during which we hope to learn something more about ourselves 
and God - our relationship with him, his will for us individually and his world 
at large. It is not an easy journey – those that are really worthwhile are 
seldom easy—but it is a journey that takes us to the heart of Christianity and 
the heart of what it means to be truly fully, alive to our selves and to God.  

So now let’s look forward to our journey as we travel on together.

God Bless, 
             Tom
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)YHPZOÄLSK�<UP[LK�9LMVYTLK�*O\YJO

For more details please contact:-
The Minister:   The Reverend Mike Perrott, MA - 01794 512163
The Church Secretary:                            Shirley Smith - 01794 368447

+DSS\�1HZ�<HDU�WR�HYHU\RQH�IURP�DOO�DW�%UDLVK¿HOG�85&�
(and we hope you enjoyed your Christmas). 

Many thanks to all who came to or helped out in any way 
with our various Christmas services. It is a busy time of 
year! The Carols by Candlelight service was lovely and the 
church looked beautiful.

Many thanks to all who came to Rusty’s funeral on 14th 
December and who helped out “behind the scenes” in any way. The support 
from everyone was incredible and much appreciated. It was very touching 
to see the church packed.

We look forward to welcoming our Minister and lay preachers throughout 
the coming year. There is a lovely mix of visiting preachers who take 
services for us when our Minister is at Romsey URC. It is great when our 
visiting preachers are keen to come back to us too!

We are always pleased to welcome visitors. Our service times are at 9.30 
DP�IRU�+RO\�&RPPXQLRQ�RQ�WKH�¿UVW�6XQGD\�RI�WKH�PRQWK��7KDW�VHUYLFH�LV�
a short half an hour one but all other services are at 10.00 for an hour. Do 
come and join us. We would love to see you.
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ZƵƌĂů�dŝŵĞƐ�Ͳ�dŚĞ�&ĂƌŵĞƌ͛Ɛ�zĞĂƌ�Ͳ�tŝŶƚĞƌ
$IWHU�¿QLVKLQJ�$XWXPQ�ODQG�ZRUN�DQG�WKH�VRZLQJ�RI�DUDEOH�FURSV��GXULQJ�WKH�
ZLQWHU�PRQWKV��IDUPLQJ�DFWLYLHV�LQ�WKH�¿HOGV�VORZV�GRZQ�DQG�LW�LV�WKH�LGHDO�
time for farmers to carry out maintenance to hedges, fences and ditches 
along with farm buildings and winter servicing of machinery. Dairy and beef 
cows are housed f1or the Winter and cows in an Autumn calving pattern will 
be mated.

By the arrival of the New Year, farmers are preparing for the early lambing 
season to start, and by February will be looking forward to sowing early 
potato crops and preparing machinery for sowing cereals, in the early to 
PLG�6SULQJ��9HJHWDEOH�IDUPHUV�ZLOO�KDYH�WKHLU�:LQWHU�PRQWKV�¿OOHG�ZLWK�
harvesting root vegetables, such as Turnips, Parsnips, Leeks, cabbage and 
the expected staple in December, brussels sprouts!

It is during these Winter months, of shorter days and inclement weather, 
farmers experience more thefts of equipment and farm machinery from 
yards and barns – thieves use the good opportunity of darkness and windy 
nights to mask their criminal activities. The aftermath of such raids on farm 
buildings causes a tremendous amount of damage to buildings, gates and 
fences, and risk of injury or death to livestock, in their determination to 
extract their ill-gotten spoils. Farmers are then further hindered by being 
left with little, or no equipment to feed animals and carry out essential daily 
husbandry.

5�+DUSHU�$GDPV�0,$J6$
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)YHPZOÄLSK�7HU[Y`

2022 ended on a high for your Village Pantry with record 
Christmas sales thanks to everybody who shopped, for 
small and large purchases. It was particularly rewarding to 
VHH�FXVWRPHUV�FRPH�LQ�ZLWK�WKH�VSHFL¿F�LQWHQW�RI�VKRSSLQJ�
local for their Christmas gifts and treats for all in the family.
 
Amongst the Christmas highlights was the introduction of our new Lemon 
& Lime Drizzle Gin, produced in partnership with the Wessex Spirits and 
named after a popular cake offering from us at the Pantry. The gin is unique 
WR�WKH�3DQWU\�DQG�FDQ�RQO\�EH�ERXJKW�KHUH�LQ�%UDLVK¿HOG�

In 2023 the Pantry will evolve more ‘destination’ offerings whilst still looking 
after those customers who want the convenience of being able to shop local 
– with a great shopping experience.

The New Year holiday allowed the team to completely refresh the look of 
the shop. Before the year end we stripped the shop bare, moved everything 
into boxes, pulled out cupboards and cabinets, met the challenge of sell by 
dates on fridge produce, and cleared shelves - all a bit like moving house! 
On Sunday 8th Jan we started the clean and rebuild, re-thinking through 
the shop and produce layout. We brought groceries back out of storage, 
and laid the shop out for our 2023 opening – Wednesday 11th January. 
We’ve also made good and had everything painted from the wooden 
beams through to the walls and woodwork. The kitchen has also been deep 
cleaned and repainted.

Our next step will be to replace the veg and fruit displays – in part because 
we want to improve the aesthetic of the shop from the outside and partly in 
response to health and safety concerns over the fruit display structures – 
this should happen later this month. 

In terms of what you can buy at the Pantry we will continue to look out for 
and promote local suppliers where we can. If on your (local) travels you 
come across interesting produce please come in and let us know.   

We have undertaken all this work because we want the Pantry to continue 
to be a lovely place to shop, stop and snack, and attract visitors to 
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%UDLVK¿HOG�WR�VHH�RXU�YLOODJH�DW�LWV�¿QHVW��

Thank for all your support once again, to our customers and volunteers, 
may we wish you a happy new year - 

<RXUV�
7KH�3DQWU\�7HDP�

:VJPHS�*VU[HJ[�.YV\W�

It feels such a long time ago that we met for our Christmas Lunch at 
Steff’s Kitchen, Beaulieu in early December. It was a return visit for 
us and it did not disappoint! We were so well looked after, the meals 
were superb and it was full of Christmas cheer as we sat amongst the 
&KULVWPDV�GHFRUDWLRQV��7LPH�MXVW�ÀHZ�E\��VR�PXFK�ODXJKWHU�	�FKDW�
and it was therefore such a surprise when we realised it was nearly 
3 o’clock, time to go home and therefore no time to take photos of a 
very happy occasion.

$W�WKH�WLPH�RI�ZULWLQJ��ZH�DUH�IRFXVHG�RQ�RXU�QH[W�HYHQW��D�¿VK�DQG�
chip lunch in early February in the Church Rooms with Rev. Tom as 
our guest with future trips already planned.

If you would like to join our happy and very friendly group, please give 
me a ring on 368339.

Hazel Prince 
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0ur national accessible ski trip for younger people is taking place in 
Neiderau, Austria at the end of the month with special adapted ski 
equipment and specialist instructors - it is open to younger people from 
anywhere in England.   

We have again had some generous donations for our local group and the 
QDWLRQDO�-XPEXODQFH�7UXVW�KDV�DOVR�EHQH¿WHG�E\�RYHU�������IURP�WKH�HIIRUWV�
RI�WKH�%80V�ZKR�DUH�VR�SRSXODU�ORFDOO\��7KLV�EHQH¿WV�XV�ORFDOO\�DV�ZHOO�DQG�
we will be offering Day Trips in June.

Our main summer holiday is 8 days (14th – 21st July)  to the Manor House 
Hotel near Oakampton on Dartmoor. New to us it is the largest Spa, Sports 
and Craft Centre in England though we’ll really only be doing the Spa and 
Craft parts and maybe Archery and swimming plus of course days out in 
the Jumbulance. Best of all it has the most accessible rooms apart from the 
Bond Hotel in Blackpool, in the UK and has entertainment every evening.

Our 2nd holiday, also new to us, is 7 days (18th– 24th Sept) at Northgate 
House Hotel, Buckfast Abbey and will include a Quiet Day in the Abbey. 
This is for those needing a quieter week more like our past trips to Norfolk/
Walsingham and Nairn, Scotland with Pluscarden Abbey. It will also include 
days out in the Jumbulance. We had originally hoped to go to the Isle of 
Wight but were unable to get any suitable accessible accommodation. I 
have now found somewhere but it is fully booked for 2022 so I have booked 
ahead for 2024.

For further details about volunteering or as a person needing assistance 
who would like a holiday or day trip please contact 

  &KULV�&KLVKROP�������������������RU�FRRNFKULVU#DRO�FRP

�ĸůŝĂƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�:ƵŵďƵůĂŶĐĞ�dƌƵƐƚ͗�ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ�ĐŚĂƌŝƚǇ�EŽ͘�ϭϬϵϬϳϯϭ��������
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New Year, New Start & could you ‘give us the boot’?! 

+DYLQJ�MXVW�FRPH�EDFN�IURP�D�VXQQ\�UXQ�DURXQG�%UDLVK¿HOG���WKH�RQH�GD\�RI�
sunshine during a very grey, rainy week!), I continue to be amazed about the 
peaceful, calm order and clean beauty of the village and its surroundings.

Much as we really enjoy the work we do in Uganda, it is sometimes so 
KDUG�WR�¿QG�SHDFH�DQG�VROLWXGH�RU�HYHQ�WR�ZDON�UXQ�DQ\�GLVWDQFH�ZLWKRXW�D�
group of noisy spectators, accompanying, running children plus scary dogs - 
sometimes even a long-horned cow - following in Pied Piperish pursuit! 

When we return to “our other village”, Lukomera, it will be the start of not only 
the new term, but also the new academic year at WTA, (Wobulenzi Town 
Academy), the secondary school where most of the ServeDirect work is 
based. There will be new teachers joining the staff, new books for the library, 
new Science & Art buildings & also two new dormitories for the growing 
number of students (800+) that have joined since lockdown. Thank you to 
everyone who donated to the ‘Big Give’ building fundraiser in December - we 
are very grateful for your generous help & encouragement. 

In addition, WTA also has a wonderful new large sports area, which will be 
in full use this year for athletics, football & netball. So, if you have any spare 
football/rugby boots at home, please can we take them off your hands? 
Second-hand boots, adult sized 8-15 (EU 42-50) & in reasonable condition, 
would be fantastic. Much as the secondary students usually play football 
barefoot, having boots especially for training & matches is a huge bonus! 

,I�\RX�FDQ�EH�D�IRRWLH�IULHQG��SOHDVH�HPDLO�HOVSHWK#VHUYHGLUHFW�RUJ�RU�GURS�
them round to Colsons Barn, Church Lane any time. Thanks so much. The 
IRRWEDOO�WHDPV�ZLOO�ORYH�	�DSSUHFLDWH�\RX�YHU\�PXFK�WRR��

(OVSHWK�	�-HUU\��'XJGDOH��ZZZ�VHUYHGLUHFW�RUJ
)%��6HUYH'LUHFW
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:OLLW�4H[[LY�H[�,ST�.YV]L�

The rams were in with their ewes for six weeks, are now resting and will 
continue to do so for the next 10 months or so.  In the next few weeks the 
scanning lady will come to scan the ewes to see who is pregnant and how 
many lambs they are carrying.  Testing times for the new Lleyn ram who 
was put with the shearlings which were born two years ago.  It seemed to 
WDNH�D�ZKLOH�EHIRUH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�ZKDW�KH�ZDV�WKHUH�IRU��EXW�ZDV�¿QH�LQ�
the end.  The hope is that this year there will be a good number of female 
/OH\QV�SURGXFHG�DV�.DWH�LV�WU\LQJ�WR�LQFUHDVH�KHU�SHGLJUHH�ÀRFN�DQG�WR�XVH�
her own would be good in many ways.

Meanwhile Kate has been caring for the lambs from last spring, keeping 
them in good fettle to take to market or to keep.  The grass is not growing at 
the moment, hence supplementing their diet with beet which needs breaking 
up and transporting to where the lambs are.  They certainly look well.

One or two ‘Did you Know?’s:  
• In 2001 an academic study found that sheep can recognise and 

remember at least 50 individual faces for more than two years.
• In the oddest academic experiment ever, sheep were taught to 

distinguish between photographs of celebrities.  Even when the pictures 
were corrupted, 65 percent of sheep were able to recognise  Fiona 
Bruce!  Don’t ask me how the researchers knew that this was so…

• Apparently, sheep possess emotional intelligence as well as 
‘intelligence’ intelligence; ears are the key. If happy, for example being 
IHG�KLJK�TXDOLW\�VKHHS�FDNH�RXW�RI�D�VDFN��WKH�HDUV�DUH�SDVVLYH��ÀRSS\���
If in a situation they don’t like, such as being penned for shearing, the 
ears are erect, straining forward.  Have a look next time you are near 
sheep!

• 
Happy days…

:HQG\�4�
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RATES PER EDITION: 
£40 back cover (colour) | £12 half page inside | £24 full page inside
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You can't get more local than 5RPVH\�&RXQWU\�0DUNHW��
A community  market where everything is 

*(18,1(/<�+20(�352'8&('

2023 Market Dates

Romsey Town Hall Market 
& Community Cafe

2nd & 4th Friday of a Month
10.30- 12.30

�

Romsey Market at
The Corn Exchange

1st Saturday of a Month
8.30 - 3.00

4th  March
1st  April
3rd June
1st July
5th August

 

24th February
10th March
14th & 28th April
12th & 26th May
9th & 23rd June
14th & 28th July

 

Braishfield Village Hall, Braishfield, SO51 0PN 
Last Saturday of a Month 

9.30- 12.30
25th February
25th  March
29th  April

27th May
24th June
29th July

CALLING ALL LOCAL  SMALL BUSINESSES
'Ū�ǊŪƬ�ŝîőĘ�ʔ�ƘĘŔŔ�ŪƐ�ıƐŪǄ�ǊŪƬƐ�ŪǄş�ƍƐŪđƬĊƤƘȺ

'Ū�ǊŪƬ�ĸîƤĘ�ƤĸĘ�ĸĽıĸ�ƍƐĽĊĘ�Ūİ�ĊƐîİƤ�İîĽƐƘȺ
ØŪƬŔđ�ǊŪƬ�ŔĽőĘ�ƤŪ�ĸîǃĘ�î�ĉƐĘîő�îƤ�î�ŝîƐőĘƤȺ

�
ØĘŔŔȴ�ŎŪĽş�ƬƘ�îƤ�ŪƬƐ�ĊŪɍŪƍĘƐîƤĽǃĘ�ŝîƐőĘƤ�ĸĘŔđ�Ľş�¤ŪŝƘĘǊ
¹ŪǄş�NîŔŔȴ�¤ŪŝƘĘǊ�¹ŪǄş� ĘşƤƐĘ�îşđ��ƐîĽƘĸİĽĘŔđ�×ĽŔŔîıĘ

NîŔŔ�ƘîǊ�ıŪŪđ�ĉǊĘ�ƤŪ�îŔŔ�ƤĸĘ�şĘıîƤĽǃĘƘȹ
�

Ǿƍ�ĉƬǊƘ�ǊŪƬ�ŔĽİĘƤĽŝĘ�ŝĘŝĉĘƐƘĸĽƍ�ɍ�sŪ�İĽşîşĊĽîŔ�ƐĽƘő
ĉĘǊŪşđ�ƤĸĘ�Ǿƍ�ŔĽİĘƤĽŝĘ�ŝĘŝĉĘƐƘĸĽƍ�İĘĘ�ɍ� ŪŝŝĽƘƘĽŪş�ĽƘ
ʐ�Ūİ�ƘîŔĘƘ�ɍ�ĊîƍƍĘđ�îƤ�ƤĸĘ�ƐĘşƤ�ŝîƐőĘƤ�ĸîƘ�ƤŪ�ƍîǊ�ɍ�sŪ
¡ĽƤĊĸ�FĘĘƘ�ɍ�¹îĉŔĘƘȿ ŔŪƤĸƘȿGîǔĘĉŪ�¬ƬƍƍŔĽĘđ�ɍ�¡îǊŝĘşƤ
¬ǊƘƤĘŝ�¬ƬƍƍŔĽĘđ�ɍ�¡ĽĊő�ʔ� ĸŪŪƘĘ�ŝîƐőĘƤƘ�ǊŪƬ�îƤƤĘşđ�ɍ

�ƬĽŔđ�Ūş�ǊŪƬƐ�ŔŪĊîŔ�ĊƬƘƤŪŝĘƐ�ĉîƘĘȹ
�
�

Email: romseycountrymarkets@gmail.com
�

ĸƤƤƍƘȳȿȿǄǄǄȹĊŪƬşƤƐǊɍŝîƐőĘƤƘȹĊŪȹƬőȿ
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All aspects of landscaping from design to completion�

Family run business since 1991�

Email Kevin@stickley-landscapes.co.uk�

01794 368694�
07770 452631�
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JN Eldon Lane, Braishfield, Romsey, Hampshire, SO51 0PT
Telephone: 01794 367047 Email: les@dtegm.co.uk

Down to Earth
Garden Machinery

Eldon
Services

FREE
collection &

delivery
FREE

collection &
delivery

within 25 miles

GARDEN MACHINERY
NEW SALES • USED SALES • HIRE

SERVICE • SPARES • CONSUMABLES
TRAILER REPAIRS, SERVICE and HIRE

IMPARTIAL HELP AND ADVICE - when you need it!

BOOK YOUR WINTER SERVICE NOW
call: 01794 367047
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HOST FAMILIES NEEDED!
)DPLOLHV��FRXSOHV�DQG�VLQJOHV��ZLWK�	�ZLWKRXW�FKLOGUHQ�

)RU�WHHQDJH�VWXGHQWV�RQ�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�FRXUVHV

in Romsey
6WXGHQWV�DUH�RXW�DOO�GD\�DQG�XVH�SXEOLF�WUDQVSRUW�WR�JHW�DURXQG

Good rates paid, tax-free up to £7500 per annum!

6WXGHQWV�DUH�SODFHG�LQ��V���V�DQG��V

3XW�WKDW�VSDUH�URRP�WR�ZRUN��0DNH�QHZ�IULHQGV�IURP�DEURDG�

Call: 01962 (Winchester) 859700
Email: accomm@english-naturally.com

0RUH�LQIR�DQG�UHJLVWHU�RQOLQH�ZZZ�HQJOLVK�QDWXUDOO\�FRP�KRVW�IDPLOLHV

English 1DWXUDOO\, Mint Yard, The Square, Winchester SO23 9EX, UK
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WW..WW..HH..  EEwweennss  IInnssuurraanncceess  AAddvviisseerr  
36 The Hundred, Romsey, Hampshire, SO51 8BX 

Tel:  01794 515113 Web:  wwhe.co.uk 

       
       David Ewens FPFS  CeMap�  
  

FINANCIAL PLANNING 
INVESTMENTS    LIFE COVER  MORTGAGES     PENSIONS 

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 
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RUBBISH NEWS
Recyclable materials in cardboard boxes left beside the brown bin on 
recycling weeks will be collected throughout the year.

Recycle weeks beginning: 
30th January and 13th and 27th February

13th and 27th March

Household waste weeks beginning:
 6th and 20th February

6th and 20th March

 Garden waste green bags are collected the 
same week as household waste, every other 
Friday.

Recycling Is Easy!
In Test Valley, we collect 5 types of recyclable materials from Rubbish 
News brown bin, and we have a network of more than 100 Local 
Recycling Centres to collect even more items! At home, you can put 
the following items in your brown recycling bin:
«Paper «Cardboard «Plastic bottles «Tins and cans «Aerosol cans
 
and you can take the following items to your Local Recycling Centre:

 «Glass bottles and jars «Textiles «Aluminium foil 
 «Cartons «Books and media

 
7R�¿QG�\RXU�QHDUHVW�RU�PRVW�FRQYHQLHQW�/RFDO�5HF\FOLQJ�&HQWUH�DQG�
to see what you can recycle there, use Recycle Now's Recycling 
Locator:
 www.recyclenow.com/local-recycling
 
Brown Bin Recycling Tips
« Ensure your recyclable items are clean and dry.
« Don’t bag your items – keep them loose or they won’t be recycled!
« Don’t put other plastics (pots, tubs, trays) in your bin – we can only 
recycle plastic bottles.
« If in doubt, have a look at the recycling guide:
 www.testvalley.gov.uk/recyclingguide
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