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Chairman   Jimmy Chestnutt 367953
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Editor    Mike Mullane  368099 
Distributor   Sue Mullane  368099
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Editor’s Notes

This magazine is produced by the Braishfield Village Association and the 
Editor reserves the right to elaborate, withhold or abridge material as space 
permits.  The views expressed in this Magazine are not necessarily those of 
the Editor or of the Braishfield Village Association.  Any form of reproducing 
or copying of this publication requires the prior written permission of the 
Editor.
©2003 Braishfield Village Association.

Written items for the ‘News’ should be sent to:-

The BVA Editor
Hazel Cottage
Braishfield Road
Braishfield 
Romsey SO51 0PR  by the date shown below.

Copy may be written, typed or on PC media but, ideally, by email to: 

 mike@braishfield.org

All items for publication must show the name, address and telephone 
number of the originator.  Letters to the Editor should be on topics relevant 
to the villagers of Braishfield.  The BVA attempts to deliver a copy of the 
Braishfield Residents Guide and the Village Design Statement to all new 
residents.  If you have not received these publications, please contact the 
News Distributor on 368099.
BVA Website: www.braishfield.org

Latest copy date for the next issue is: July 28th 2015

Braishfield Village Association
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From the Chairman

Well,  what an election,  and I for 
one did not expect or sadly 

bet on the outcome, from a widely 
predicted close run contest and 
potential dead heat to a one horse 
race.  Perhaps more surprising was 
the fact that the smaller parties that 
had with confidence the day before 
all predicted that they would hold 
the balance of power were reduced 
overnight to minority status and in 
some cases endangered species. 
The exception of course was in 
Scotland! 

Promises to be an exciting few years!
Locally we had an equally important 
election in which fortunately politics 
played no part.  All candidates for 
the Braishfield Parish Council were 
given the opportunity to say why 
they wanted to be a parish councillor 
and why we should vote for them. 
You had the opportunity to read their 
contributions in the last edition of 
the magazine.

For  the first time in a long time 
we now have a fully elected Parish 
Council, with two new councillors. 
Our congratulations to all of the 
successful candidates and many 
thanks to those who were prepared 
to serve but were not  successful  on 
this occasion.

As an elected body they have no 
manifesto or agreed policy but are 
all committed to doing the best 
they can for the village.  We don’t 

underestimate their workload or 
the challenges that they will face. 
We expect that there will be issues, 
almost certainly planning related, 
that will challenge and possibly 
divide them.  They will need help 
and support and we, the Association 
committee, have resolved to do 
whatever we can to help.

We will act as a set of eyes and ears 
and help inform the council of the 
wishes and views of villagers.

However, to do that effectively we 
need your help.  We need to know 
what you want, what you don’t want 
and what you would like to see 
happen.  We also need your ideas 
for future events and on services that 
we could provide to make village life 
better or more fun.  We would like to 
do this by email and you will see on 
the next page our first initiative  to 
set this up.  Our guarantee is that 
the network will only be used for this 
exchange of views and ideas and, 
between magazines, to update you 
on any local developments.

Finally we would like to increase the 
size of the committee and co-opt 
another  member.  If you would like 
to join us please contact any one of 
the committee members.
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From the Editor

So we’ve had our National Election 
and, whatever your political 

affiliations, we can at least celebrate 
the return of a small majority 
government un-hobbled by the need 
to placate the ‘other’ team at every 
turn – and we can look forward to a 
more direct and positive leadership, 
tempered by  the ‘small majority’ – 
a healthy state which we hope will 
avoid overbearing government!
Of more immediate interest and local 
effect, we have also now elected our 
new Parish Council; the word ‘new’ 
is relative but there are two  fresh 
young faces who may ‘shake’ if not 
‘stir’ the cocktail from time to time!  
So the Village can anticipate, as 
always, the Parish Council’s  crisp, 
energetic and timely approach to 
all matters which affect the future 
of Braishfield and its people!   For 
the detail of how our local election 
‘panned out’, see pages 6, 7 & 14.
The magazine would be lightweight 
if it did not remind its readership of 
one of the most important events in 
our country’s military and political 
history – the 200th Anniversary of 
the Battle of Waterloo on June 18th 
2015.  The battle was so nearly 
lost on the day, but salvaged by a 
late ‘international’ intervention by 
the Prussian troops under Marshal 
Blucher and, it appears, a destructive 

assault on the flank of the French 
Imperial Guard by the 52nd Light 
Infantry, under the command of  Sir 
John Colborne, an Old Wykehamist 
responding in the best traditions of 
that school – if there is nobody in 
senior command nearby, do as you 
think best!  The victory heralded 
100 years of reasonable global 
peace until the tragic history of the  
two  World Wars unfolded.  I thank 
George Elliott for his scholarship on 
the subject.
Incidentally, Armed Forces Day falls  
on June 27th this year, when the 
now familiar small ceremony at 8am 
will see two Union Flags hoisted in 
the Village Hall car park.  Please do 
attend if you can.
Anyway, at this time of year we always 
look forward to the usual Braishfield 
‘Summer Spirit’.  A glance through 
the Diary and some of the articles 
heralds a variety of fun events, all 
of which everyone is encouraged to 
attend.  What is so heart-warming is 
the considerable time that so many 
people put into organising these 
and, equally remarkable, how many 
are in aid of worthy charities and 
fund-raising initiatives.  Our thanks 
to all the organisers on behalf  of 
the village and, from the editorial 
team, great thanks for all your 
contributions. 

EMAILS
Could we have your email as our Chairman indicates?  It will be fully 
protected and used only to update you between BVN issues.  On 
September 21st we will hold a raffle of all emails submitted. and the 
winner will receive £25 to spend in our village shop.
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Donations to Braishfield Village News

We would like to thank all those who donated toward the cost of the 
Braishfield News this year.  We hope that the content of the News makes 
good village reading and keeps you up to date with events.  We do not run it 
on a subscription basis but we obviously incur costs to publish.  We would 
welcome any support you can give to keep the News viable during 2015 and 
we would  like to thank those who helped us this year.  If you wish to make a 
donation please complete this slip and forward it to the address below and 
please make cheques payable to Braishfield Village Association.

BVA Treasurer
Mrs Sheila Still
Orchard View
Braishfield
SO51 0QB

Tel: 01794 368384
email: bva@f2s.com

Thank you.
Jimmy Chestnutt - Chairman

$----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-$

I enclose a donation of £      towards the running cost of the BVA.

Name (please print)  ---------------------------------------------------

Address  ---------------------------------------------------

   ---------------------------------------------------

   ----------------------------------------------------

Postcode  ----------------------

Tel:   ---------------------------------------------------

email:   ----------------------------------------------------

As an alternative, a Standing Order form to make annual donations to the 
work of the Braishfield Village Association is available.  Please contact the 
Treasurer, Sheila Still, and she will send you one.
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Parish Council Chairman’s Report
At the Annual Meeting of Braishfield Parish Council held on the 6th May 2014, 
Mike Prince was re-elected as Chairman and Mike Edwards was re-elected 
as Vice-Chairman.
I take this opportunity to thank the members of the Parish Council for all their 
hard work during the year.
There were changes in the membership of the Council during the year 
following the resignation of Dorothy Ross.  This prompted a call for a bi-
election which failed to produce more than one candidate, therefore Wendy 
Dolby-Stevens was elected unopposed to the Council. Wendy decided to 
stand down from the council in May and I wish to thank both Dorothy and 
Wendy for their service to the Council.
The four year term of the Parish Council ended in May 2015 and again a call 
made for an election. 9 candidates stood for the 7 positions on the Council 
and as the election took place at the same time as the General and Borough 
Elections the turnout was very high, over 80%, and the results were:-
 
 Mike Prince    257  Elected
 Carole Renvoize   240  Elected
 Mike Edwards    238  Elected
 Richard Brazier    238  Elected
 John Bevan    217  Elected
 Clive John    205  Elected
 Peter White    202  Elected
 Beverley Murtagh   185  Not Elected
 Mike Stubbs    183  Not Elected

As a result of the above, two new members were elected to the Parish Council, 
Richard Brazier and John Bevan, and I welcome them to the Council. I take 
this opportunity to thank Beverly for her service to the Council.
The Clerk to the Council, Kate Orange, has completed her first year and I wish 
to thank her stewardship of the Council in ensuring that we operate within the 
rules laid down by Central Government.

PLANNING
The Council has continued to monitor all the planning applications submitted 
to TVBC that are either within the Parish or effect the Parish, and made 
comments when appropriate. 
The plans for the 9 Affordable Houses on land in Braishfield Road were 
reviewed by the applicant, following objections from the Parish Council and 
at the meeting of TVBC Southern Area Planning Committee, with our support, 
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were approved and building has now commenced.
Plans submitted to TVBC for Outline Planning Permission to convert the 
Newport Inn into a 4 bedroom house and to build 2 more 4 bedroom houses 
on the site and await TVBC decision.

HIGHWAYS
We continue to monitor the condition of the roads and pavements within the 
Parish and report any problems to HCC.
The issue of a footpath from the roundabout to the Dog and Crook is slowly 
progressing.  We had a presentation from Hillier's Arboretum following the 
installation of the deer fencing, when they advised of their plans to relocate 
footpath 1a, to a new path from the entrance of the Gardens along the roads 
to the Roundabout and then on to Crook Farm, this partly funded by S106 
money from  Abbotswood.  The extension to the Dog and Crook will be dealt 
with at the same time.

RECREATION GROUND
The lease with the Football Club is progressing and I thank Peter for negotiating 
on behalf of the Council. 

PARISH COUNCIL
Once again my thanks to the fellow members of the Parish Council and their 
service to the community throughout this year.  I wish to thank Dorothy, 
Beverley and Wendy for their service to the Parish, and we will miss their 
valued input and help and the female perspective on issues concerning 
Braishfield.  I also wish to thank Councillors Hatley and Dowden for their help 
throughout the year.

PRECEPT
The Parish Council Precept has increased this year by 6% and the Police 
by 2%. HCC, TVBC and Hampshire Fire and Rescue were unchanged.  The 
figures for Band D in Braishfield for 2015/16 are as follows, with 2014/15 in 
brackets.

Change:   2015/16  2014/15
Hampshire County Council £1037.88 (£1037.88)  0.0%
Hampshire Police Authority £157.33  (£154.26)    2.0%
Hampshire Fire and Rescue £ 61.38  (£61.38) 0.   0%
Test Valley Borough Council £126.41  (£126.41)    0.0%
Braishfield Parish Council  £33.03  (£31.16) 6.   0%
TOTAL    £1416.03 (£1411.09)  0.4%

Mike Prince, Chairman
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Notices
BRAISHFIELD GOLF SOCIETY

The first 2 meetings of the year were enjoyed by the few who played,
8 at Leckford and just 4 at Alresford.

Oakley and Briggs took the money at Leckford and Alresford respectively.
Our next 2 meetings this year are Southampton Muni on 10 July and

Tidworth on 18 September.
Lawrance and I hope for a better turnout.

Richard D Brazier  368414
rdbrazier@hotmail.com

VILLAGE VOICES

Well, we have just had April's session of Village Voices and it was great; Meri 
and I decided to make it a happy, sunny, spring-like session.   And so it was.  

The songs ranged from Shirley's words of 'She'll Be Coming Round The 
Mountain', Tulips from Amsterdam, Linden Lea, Bring Me Sunshine and to 
complete the spring theme, we sang All In The April Evening from the Church 
Choir's repertoire, which is not easy to do.   I didn't imagine we would be 
doing that now, when we started last summer.  Brilliant.

We hope to make progress with more part singing; we have sung rounds 
which are a very good way to get used to singing in parts.  Next time we are 
going to introduce Taize songs which are simple but very effective two part 
harmony pieces, designed to be taught to the singers by leaders then the 
singers join in as and when they feel ready.  

Around 45 people have attended since we started and we average about half 
of that number.  It is very much a drop-in event, come when you can.  Please, 
if you half think you'd like to come, give it a try; it could become a (very good) 
habit! 

We are not meeting in May as quite a lot of people are away, so the next date 
is Monday 22nd June then Monday 27h July and August 24th.

Hope to see you then, 2-4pm in the church room.

Wendy Quarendon
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Notices cont.

VILLAGE AGENTS NEEDED IN YOUR COMMUNITY!

There are 48 Village Agents in rural communities all over Hampshire.  If you 
are interested in learning new skills or refreshing old ones, taking part in 
your local community, and helping older people to remain independent then 
Age Concern Hampshire needs you to be the next Village Agent covering 
Braishfield.
Village Agents are local people who offer a few hours a week of their time 
to signpost and help older people to access information, advice, and local 
services. They provide a face-to-face contact point for people who are less 
likely to use the telephone or internet service to access information. They 
are also trained to provide a basic home fire safety survey on behalf of the 
Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service.
The Village Agent programme has been running since 2011 following research 
done by Hampshire County Council’s Older Peoples Well Being Team and has 
been highly successful in helping to reduce social isolation and loneliness 
in older people by enabling them to access resources that they need, and 
assisting them to engage with their local communities.
Age Concern Hampshire is pleased to be working in partnership with 
Hampshire County Council and Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service.  The 
project is fully funded and supported by Hampshire County Council.   
If you would like to get involved and have some time to offer or know 
anybody else who might be interested, please get in touch today! Call the 
Village Agent co-ordinator on 01962 892443 or Freephone 0800 328 7154 
or email villageagent@ageconcernhampshire.org.uk.  Alternatively you can 
download an application form, and find out about our many other volunteering 
opportunities, on our website:  www.ageconcernhampshire.org.uk/get-
involved/volunteer-for-us/ 
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Charity Fun Dance
Braishfield Social Club

Saturday 27th June
7.30pm - 11.30pm

Tickets £10  (hurry, nearly sold out)
(available from Dottie Woods 01794 368442 dottiewoods@aol.com)

Free salsa and cha-cha lesson by James Prouton from ‘Dizzy Feet’

Show dances to include Argentine Tango, Ballroom, Salsa and Hip Hop

DJ Marcus Groves will help dance the night away.

‘Tree of Love, Hope and Inspiration’ will be on display to purchase a £5 
envelope which will reveal a special gift to take home.

Money raised will go towards Alex Lewis’s rehabilitation  after contracting 
Strep A Toxic Shock Syndrome

www.alex-lewis.co.uk

Donations for the ‘Tree of Hope’ handmade or bought would be greatly 
appreciated.

Notices cont.

BRAISHFIELD 200 CLUB
 
The winners of our monthly draw so far this year are: Kathleen Edwards, 
Angela Bevan, Vicky Dunn, and in April Dave Old and May Viv Robinson.  
We have made donations to All Saints church, the Countess Mountbatten 
Hospice, the Braishfield Social Contact Group and Wessex Cancer Trust (in 
support of Hannah Bennett’s charity run).  The May donation has yet to be 
decided on.
We’re delighted to have had some new members joining us, so the winners’ 
pot will begin to grow, as will the amounts we’re able to give to good causes.  
If you’re not yet a member, do give us a call and join in.
David Robinson, tel. 368774 or e mail dbr33@john-lewis.com
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SENIOR CITIZENS OF BRAISHFIELD

Sharon, Ricky and the Committee would like to thank all of you who have 
sent donations towards future Senior Citizens parties, your generosity has 
been amazing! As a committee that has always fund raised for this event 
this has helped us tremendously as we also are not getting any younger!  We 
would like to thank The Dog and Crook, The Wheatsheaf and The Social Club 
for their continued support and of course all our wonderful helpers who turn 
out every year.  Here's to next year’s bun fight, who knows what famous faces 
will be joining us then? 
Many thanks again 

Sharon Fielding and the Committee

In addition the Braishfield Village Association have donated £200 to the Senior 
Citizens’ Lunch

Notices cont.
BRAISHFIELD UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

Summer Sale

Saturday 20th June 2015
10am - 12 noon

at the Church Room in aid of our Church Funds
Bring and Buy New Stall - Tombola - Cake Stall

Raffle - Coffee

Please come and support our Church

BRAISHFIELD UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

Flower Festival 18th and 19th July

If you would like to put an arrangement in the Church, we would be most 
grateful.

Any enquiries contact
Maggie Batchelor 01794 368125

CALL MY BLUFF 
Wine tasting event in October.  More about this in the next magazine
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Notices cont.

CREAM TEA

In aid of Hampshire and Isle of Wight Air Ambulance and in conjunction 
with the Braishfield Horticultural Society Annual Flower Show

When: Saturday 18th July 2015 (2pm - 4pm)
Where: Braishfield Recreational Ground

Along with the traditional cream tea there will be merchandise for sale, a 
tombola and the BUMS will be playing. 

Tickets will be £5 in advance or £7.50 on the day and are available from 
Monday 29th June

To book tickets please call Wendy Jeffery on 01794 367282 after 6pm any 
evening. 

Look forward to seeing you there.

NEW STAINED GLASS WINDOW
On Friday June12th between 3:30 and 5:30 you are invited to Braishfield 
School to view the lovely stained glass window, gifted to the school by 
Christine Gaiger’s husband in memory of her life. (see also page 16)

PARIS MARATHON

Elspeth Dugdale writes “Eh alors! I’ve run the  26.2 miles (42km!) of le 
Marathon de Paris. Immense thanks to my sponsors; thank you letters on the 
way. The aim remains to raise money and collect children’s books to stock 
a new children's library in rural Uganda.  Please consider sponsoring me 
retrospectively, or send your children’s books and educational toys! 
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/elspethdugdale;
www.servedirect.org

Thanks et merci beaucoup!   Elspeth”
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Notices cont.
VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

At the Annual General Meeting on 13 April last I tendered my resignation as
Chairman after 7 years in the role.  It has been a most rewarding experience 
working with a great bunch of   Committee members who have worked very 
hard to keep the Hall up together and ensure it continues to be a valuable 
asset for the community. 7 years is quite long enough and now it’s time to 
pass on the mantle to a fresh face.  I hope a member of the Committee might 
take up the challenge but the position is open to anyone in the Village. 
I have said I would stay on for a couple of months until my successor is 
found so please contact me should you wish to consider the role and I will be 
pleased to  talk you through the duties.
The Hall with the Community Shop is entering a very exciting period and this
provides a challenge for the right person.

Richard  Brazier
368414
07768 020917
rdbrazier@hotmail.com

 BRAISHFIELD VILLAGE QUIZ 

Q1.  When is it ?
A.    Friday 13th November 7:30pm

Q2.  Where is it ?
A.    Village Hall
      ?
Q3.  How much is it ?
A.    £3pp (teams of four)

Q4. Will the format be the same as last year ?
A.   Yes - but even better

If you got 4/4 then your prize is a fun night out at the same time as supporting 
the Village Hall Refurbishment Programme.  If you didn't get the questions 
right you are doomed to another Friday night in watching reruns of "Have I 
Got News for You".

DORSET STEAM FAIR 3rd September.  Details in next edition
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Election Results

WELL DONE BUMS ! 
BUMS was very pleased to be invited to the Hockley Golf Club, Winchester 
on 9th May to entertain members and their French guests over dinner on 
the final night of their annual twinning weekend.  All were entertained with 
music and humour between courses and heard many favourites from the 
BUMS’ repertoire and French classics Sur Le Pont D’Avignon and La Mer.  
La Mer, written by composer and showman Charles Trenet, is considered to 
be one of France's best selling songs and over the years has been popular 
with a number of prominent international artists recording their own versions.  
To save their blushes,they decided to play the English version ‘Beyond the 
Sea’ which has been popular as the signature song for the American singer, 
Bobby Darin.
Following the evening’s entertainment, Hockley Golf Club, members and 
guests showed their appreciation by donating £370 to BUMS’ chosen charity 
Romsey Young Carers- their biggest total raised to date.

Once again Braishfield has topped the turn out figures for Elections in Test Valley.
Braishfield has always been at or near the top, but this time topped 84% for the 

General Election Poll, 83% for the Borough Poll and 81% for the Parish Poll. What a 
democratic Parish we are.
The General Election and the Borough Election saw both the sitting Candidates 
increase their majorities and therefore we have no change.
The Parish Election was the first election for the Parish since its formation as a 
separate Parish in 1951.
There were 453 Ballot Papers issued of which 28 were rejected as spoilt (1,voting for 
more Candidates than entitled to, and 27, being unmarked or wholly void) therefore 
there were 425 valid Ballot Papers.
The results of the Parish Vote were as follows in the order the names appeared on the 
Ballot Paper:-
John Bevan  217   51% of valid papers
Richard Brazier  238   56% of valid papers 
Mike Edwards  238   56% of valid papers
Clive John  205   48% of valid papers
Beverley Murtagh 185   44% of valid paper
Mike Prince  257    60% of valid papers
Carole Renvoize  240   57% of valid papers
Mike Stubbs  183   43% of valid papers
Peter White  202    47% of valid papers
Therefore, Mike Prince, Carole Renvoize, Mike Edwards, Richard Brazier, John Bevan, 
Clive John and Peter White are elected to Braishfield Parish Council.
Mike Prince
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Once the new village shop is up and running, which should be within six 
months, a much wider programme of improvements to the Village Hall 

are being planned along these lines.
Phase 1
Install air source heat pump system to heat Main Hall. This was completed a 
couple of months ago and has proved to be very successful.
Phase 2
Build shop extension and break into the existing building with the new doors 
and remove two door sills to achieve the same levels throughout. Move shop 
to the extension.
Phase 3
Refurbish the kitchen and install the new WC
Phase 4
Remove false ceiling and refurbish conference room, plaster and paint walls 
and build the party walls up to the roof. Turn new heater to heat Conference 
room
Phase 5
Refurbish bar/storage area
Phase 6
Refurbish foyer as per the conference room
Phase 7
Refurbish the main toilets
This programme is likely to cost over £200K and may take 2 years in order 
to minimise disruption to the hall users, but is achievable. The Village Hall 
Committee will be discussing this programme in greater detail in the coming 
months and any comments from the parish would be most welcome.

Clive John

Village Shop Notice

CONGRATULATIONS
Well done to Ricky Dorlay from Braishfield and the managing director Andy 
McIndoe of Hillier Gardens on winning yet another Gold medal at the Chelsea 
Flower Show, in the Great Pavilion Awards section.  They produced a stunning 
display of 4,000 trees, shrubs, climbers and herbaceous plants in a series of 
interlocking gardens.

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH 

– Date for your diary -  Sunday 30 August
Richard and Fran Clifton are kindly hosting Cream Teas in their garden – 

more details in next edition.
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Stained glass window presented to our School

Not many schools are fortunate 
enough to have their own stained 

glass window.

An exquisite new 
window has been 
unveiled at Braishfield 
Primary School, 
presented in memory 
of Christine Gaiger who 
died in a road accident 
in August three years 
ago.  She had been 
helping at the school 
in various roles for an 
incredible 22 years, 
since her eldest son 
started as a pupil, and 
eventually became the 
administrative officer.  
She was a much 
loved figure, known to 
generations of pupils.

Steve Gaiger and his 
children Tom, Ed, 
Robert and Laura, 
together with family 
and friends, gathered 
with the pupils and 
staff for an afternoon 
assembly in May.

After a welcome from Frances Hardy, 
head teacher, the children sang a 
song about God's creation.
As Steve unveiled the window there 

was a gasp of admiration followed 
by prolonged applause.

He said, 'We wanted to give 
something to remember my wife, 
Christine.  When a window was 
suggested, I was bowled over.   My 

L to  R   Steve Gaiger, his daughter Laura, with John and Jude Tarrant, the designers
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daughter, Laura, put together her 
ideas for the design and then we 
took it to Jude and John Tarrant of 
Sunrise Stained Glass, Southsea, 
who have produced this wonderful 
work of art.   I would like to thank Mrs 
Hardy for her support throughout the 
project, Laura for the initial design 
and all those who have donated so 
generously.'

When Steve invited the children 
to say what details they could see 
in the design, a forest of hands 
shot up!  They spotted an otter, a 
kingfisher, butterflies, ducklings (well 
cygnets, actually!) a dragon fly and 
bull rushes.  The window represents 
the countryside around Pitt Farm, 
Braishfield, where Steve and 
Christine brought up their family, and 
also the Test Valley.  In the centre a 
beautiful swan is surrounded by four 
cygnets, while above the pale blue 
sky are the overarching boughs of an 

oak tree, with a wren in the branches, 
representing summer holidays at 
Wren Cottage in Cornwall.  The 
family dog, Tess is included too.

Steve said how thrilled he and his 
family are that Christine will be 
remembered in the school which 
she loved and where she was so 
happy.  He concluded by expressing 
the hope that the window will inspire 
those who look at it. 'If it makes a 
child smile every day, or raises their 
spirits, then something good will 
come of our sad loss.'

Afterwards refreshments were 
served as family, friends, staff and 
parents admired the  window, shared 
memories of Christine, and talked of 
hopes and plans for the future.

Hannah Boothman

(see page 12 for viewing opportunity)

Waterloo 200

The bicentenary of the battle of Waterloo on 18 June this year, one of the 
defining moments in British and European history and which, together with 
the Congress of Vienna, marked the start of a significant period of peace and 
stability. 
It was also a truly international battle. Many events, both large and small, are 
being held around the country to commemorate the occasion. They include 
a service in St Paul’s Cathedral on 18 June (invited guests only – including 
descendant regiments and descendants of those who fought in the battle) 
and the arrival of the New Waterloo Dispatch in St James’s Square on 21 
June . 
Meanwhile several events and re-enactments are taking place around the 
battlefield in Belgium between 18 and 21 June. 

Find out more at www.nam.ac.uk/waterloo200
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As the Summer months are 
upon us, they provide lots of 

opportunity for outdoor learning, so 
we started the Summer term with a 
trip to the Jurassic Coast for the Year 
5 and 6 pupils, who learned about 
the life of Mary Anning, the famous 
fossil-hunter, as well as spending 
an afternoon hunting for their own 
fossils, with great 
success!

The Year R children 
have had the 
opportunity to visit 
Mr and Mrs Knight’s 
farm to spend a 
day learning about 
caring for sheep 
and lambs, with a 
golden opportunity 
to bottle feed the 
lambs, which they all 
thoroughly enjoyed.

The Year 1 and 2 
pupils have visited 
The Sir Harold Hillier 
Gardens and Arboretum as part of 
their Mini beast topic, hunting for 
mini beasts in a variety of habitats 
and creating natural art.  As usual, 
they had a fabulous experience at 
Hilliers and we are grateful to have 
such a super resource so close to 
our school.

The Year 3 and 4 pupils gave a 
fabulous performance of Wind in the 
Willows (see photo p.19) at the end of 

the Spring term, with many children 
singing solo parts and every child 
playing a key role in the production. 
All who saw it were genuinely 
amazed at the extraordinary talents 
of our lower KS2 children.

In response to the tragic earthquakes 
in Nepal, the children held a cake 

sale, sending 
the money 
raised to Shelter 
Box. We have 
worked in aid of 
Shelter Box in 
the past and the 
children are very 
knowledgeable 
about the 
support that 
Shelter Box 
sends. When 
they deliver 
boxes, each one 
is tailored to the 
specific need of 
the disaster, but 
typically each 

box contains a tent for a family, 
thermal blankets and ground sheets, 
water storage and purification 
equipment, solar lamps, cooking 
utensils, a basic tool kit, mosquito 
nets and a children’s activity pack.  
Shelter Box also notifies us of where 
the boxes are sent and, if possible 
about the families that receive them.
The Year 6 SATs are now over, and 
I am proud to say that every child 
applied themselves to each test with 

Braishfield Primary School
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commitment and determination. 
Whatever the outcomes, the Year 6 
children are a credit to the school 
and our community as a whole.
The last time I wrote I announced 
the retirement of Mrs Blake, the 
caretaker, and Mrs, Mackenzie, our 
Year R teacher.  Since then 
we have appointed a super 
teacher for Year R who will 
be starting in September, 
and Mr Trevor Butt, who 
has been working as a 
handy person for over a 
year, is taking on the role of 
Site Manager. Mrs Haddow, 
our lovely Year 1/2 teacher 
has found a teaching 
post nearer to her home 
in Portsmouth, so will be 
leaving us in July.  Her new school 
is very fortunate to have her, and, by 
the time the magazine is published, 
we will have recruited a new teacher 
for September.
As some of you will have read in the 
Romsey Advertiser and here on p.16,  
we have had a beautiful stained 
glass window installed in memory 
of Christine Gaiger, our Admin 
Officer who was tragically killed in 
an accident in 2012.  Her husband, 
Steve, unveiled the window in a 
lovely ceremony with family, friends 
and the school children present. 
We now have a stunning feature 
in school that will bring happiness 
to future generations of children, 
and thank Steve for his generosity 
with this permanent memorial of 
someone who was loved by all of the 
community.
Mr Stuart, who has worked at the 

school for five years, successfully 
interviewed for the role of Assistant 
Headteacher at Braishfield Primary 
School. He will be an asset to the 
school leadership in every sense.

Our latest newsletter and other 

information about the school can 
always be found on the school 
website at .
braishfield.hants.sch.uk.
I look forward to seeing you at our 
Summer Fayre on Saturday June 
20th ; 11am - 3pm. (See front of 
this magazine)

Frances Hardy, Headteacher

The Braishfield School Association are 
currently looking for support from local 
businesses. If you wish to hold a stall 
at the fayre, can donate a prize to our 
raffle or wish to advertise in the event 
programme please contact adminoffice@
braishfield.hants.sch.uk  and address for 
the attention of the BSA. Thank you.
Pete Stuart
Class Teacher
Braishfield Primary School
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Braishfield FC have just enjoyed 
another memorable season in 

which, as runners-up, they clinched 
a second successive promotion 
back to the Southampton League 
Premier Division for the first time 
since 2001, and the campaign ended 
on a high note when they won the 
Senior League Cup at Eastleigh FC's 
Silverlake Stadium. 
After winning Junior Division 2 
last season, the club were "double 
promoted" 
back up to 
the Senior 
section on 
the back 
of this and 
on their 
impressive 
f ac i l i t i e s . 
With this 
in mind, 
m a n a g e r 
Matt Payne 
set a realistic target of consolidation 
for 2014/15 but once again his squad 
have exceeded all expectations, 
culminating in wild celebrations on 
the night of Thursday 7th May.
On a pleasant evening, a decent 
sized crowd of 260 were present to 
witness a superb match between 
the leagues two long serving clubs. 
Braishfield went into the game as 
underdogs against Premier Division 
champions BTC Southampton, 
but there was little to separate the 
teams until the 20th minute when 
a superb strike from Cashmore 

gave BTC the lead. The favourites 
seized control and Braishfield did 
well not to fall further behind before 
gradually clawing their way back into 
the game and on 33 minutes parity 
was restored when a deliciously 
placed delivery from the impressive 
Paul Tanner picked out striker Ben 
Jacobs who managed to hold off the 
challenge of two defenders to head 
home. In an open and even contest, 
play swung from end to end with 

both teams 
playing good 
a t t a c k i n g 
football. Just 
before the 
interval, BTC 
regained the 
a d v a n t a g e 
with another 
top drawer 
strike, this 
time courtesy 
of McLean.

The second half was just as tense 
and with an excellent atmosphere 
being generated by the vocal 
crowd. BTC looked dangerous on 
the counter attack, but Braishfield 
defended well.  As the game wore 
on it was the village side who began 
to look more threatening with a good 
spell of pressure, in which substitute 
Scott Shepherd almost levelled when 
his goal bound effort was blocked. 
Cheered on by a large Romsey 
support, Braishfield continued to 
press and on 75 minutes they were 

Cup Success and Promotion for Braishfield FC
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presented a lifeline when BTC 
conceded a needless penalty, which 
Jacobs gratefully dispatched.  The 
final stages saw both sides press 
hard for a winner but to no avail 
meaning that extra-time would be 
required.

C o n s i d e r i n g 
that Braishfield 
previous two 
games en-
route to the 
final had ended 
all square 
with penalties 
required to 
settle matters, 
it was perhaps 
i n e v i t a b l e 
(and maybe 
fate?) that 
the big night 
would also 
go the same 
way. Despite 
tired legs, 
B r a i s h f i e l d 
had the better 
of play during the additional thirty 
minutes and despite BTC being 
reduced to 10 men after a sending off 
in the first period they were unable 
to find a way past a workmanlike 
defence as the game ended in 
deadlock.

The dreaded shoot out got off to the 
best possible start for Braishfield 
when goalkeeper Andy Morey saved 
the first BTC strike.  Each spot kick 
was then dispatched as Braishfield 
led 4-3 before the BTC custodian 

saved.  However, as so often before, 
Morey was again the hero as he 
saved the final BTC penalty to clinch 
a shock but thoroughly deserved 
victory!

There was a cacophony of noise 
when an exhausted 
Braishfield captain 
Ben Craggs proudly 
lifted the trophy to 
an ecstatic audience 
- before a heart-
warming moment 
when the jubilant 
team dedicated their 
victory to recovering 
club stalwart Dave 
Old, who then raised 
the cup much to 
the delight of those 
present. 

All in all this was 
another excellent 
achievement for 
the club as they 
continue their climb 
back up the ranks.

Team: A Morey, N Brora, C Fielding, 
A Beston, P Tanner, A Aikman, B 
Craggs, A Shergold, B Jacobs, L 
Shergold, M Beebe, M Beston, S 
Shepherd and O Durman.

Thanks 

Lee Whitelock
Braishfield FC Secretary
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Our speaker for April was Alan 
Martin who shared with us his 

experience exploring the wild life of 
Costa Rica.
Although a small country Costa 
Rica is a popular holiday destination 
especially with those interested in 
wild life.  Located in the tropics it 
is a region rich in plant and animal 
diversity.  In the past much of the 
forest was cleared for grazing beef 
cattle and like elsewhere  in the 
tropics it was discovered too late that 
the soil in these regions is quickly 
exhausted when intensively farmed. 
Costa Rica has managed to save 
some of the natural environment, 
with 18% of the country preserved 
as national parks.  Alan showed us 
pictures of Vultures, Cormorants, 
Spoonbills, the Montezuma Oriole, 
Toucans, Woodpeckers and the 
wonderful Hummingbirds, which 
have such high metabolism that they 
must feed constantly when not in 
their nightly state of torpor.  He also 
showed us a Harpy Eagle, the largest 
eagle in the Americas, which can 
feed on mammals as large as sloths. 
But perhaps the most spectacular 
bird was the Resplendent Quetzal 
– the national bird of Costa Rica. 
Pictures of the mammal fauna 
included Howler monkeys, Coatis, 

Capuchin monkeys and Sloths and 
of the reptiles there were Caimans, 
Turtles and  Iguanas.  The famous 
Poison Arrow frogs are also found 
here and surprisingly they are 
eaten by the Mot Mot bird.  All this 
rich animal life is supported by a 
diverse flora and Alan showed us 
pictures of exotic epiphytic orchids, 
Heliconia, Breadfruit and Calabash 
trees.  He ended with pictures of the 
spectacular rain forest on the Atlantic 
coast, trees with huge buttress roots 
and ‘walking palms’ supported on 
aerial roots which die and regrow 
on one side, thus moving the plant 
around.  We learnt that the populace 
treasured the wildlife of their country, 
which is understandable, not only 
for its wonder and beauty but also 
as a significant tourist attraction.

This was also the evening of our 
spring show.  With 5 entrants we had 
a colourful display in the entrance 
hall of daffodils, flowering shrubs, 
pansies and mixed arrangements. 
The winner was Carole Renvoize – 
she entered all 5 classes.
Dorothy Ross came second and 
Sheila Still was third. 
Entries were received for every 
class,with 4 entries for class 4, the 
flowering shrub or tree.

Braishfield Horticultural Society

May ‘Members’ evening’ 

There were three presentations by Viv Robinson, Steve Renvoize, and Geoff 
Daniell.  Viv showed a few photos of Snowdrops at Welford Park and Bluebells 
in Joan’s Acre wood near Cheriton.  Steve had pictures of Sissinghurst  
garden in Kent and of The Priory Hotel garden at Wareham.  Geoff showed 
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photos of three chateau gardens in France, Villandry,  Chenenceau, and 
Manoir D’eyrignac.  He delighted in disproving with amusement the statistics 
of gardeners and metres of box hedges given in the publications.  It was a 
very pleasant evening.
Next month, June, there will be three garden visits :

16th June – Water Meadow Nursery, Cheriton

23rd June – Redenham Park Garden, Nr Andover

30th June – Bramdean House

Viv Robinson

 BRAISHFIELD   HORTICULTURAL   SOCIETY

 will hold the The Annual Flower Show

On Saturday 18th July in Braishfield Village Hall at 2pm

All villagers are welcome to enter as are all members of village organisations 
- See Show schedule in the Newsletter for all details.

A copy of the schedule will also be available on the website.
Admission to hall - 50p  School children free

Plant and Produce stall, raffle, refreshments
 Plus books, cds, tapes & VINYL RECORDS -

Please contact Margaret O’Keeffe tele 368037 if you have any records, cds 
etc.

          Presentation of awards at 4pm by Frances Hardy
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Scouts

Congratulations to Joe, Jack, 
Kathleen, Lara, James & Polly 

of 3rd Romsey Scouts who attended 
the Hampshire Chief Scout's Gold 
Award presentation on 12 May 
at Thornden 
School.  It is a 
huge achievement 
and they have 
all worked really 
hard to gain this 
award.   They have 
camped, cooked, 
hiked, tried new 
things, helped 
others and grown 
so much since they 
started at the Troop!  
It was a very proud moment for 
family, friends (and the Scout Leader) 

to watch them being presented with 
their certificates by Jagz Bharth, 
Deputy UK Youth Commissioner.  
And he summed it up - we are very 
proud of them, and they should be 

proud of 
themselves 
- however, 
it is the first 
step in what 
is hopefully 
a very long 
and fun filled 
journey!

Sarah Beaman 
3rd Romsey Scout Leader - 
Ashanti Troop

Tonight 4 policemen and women 
came to Scouts with 3 police 

dogs.  They assured us that the 
dogs would not bite!   Then we 
learnt all about the police equipment 
and duties – and 
Shona had to try 
on the police riot 
gear!
Abbie was the first 
dog to see us and 
she was only 8 
months old and in 
training!  She was 
very interested 
in all the Scouts 
but did not seem at all scared of 
everyone.
Merlin was the second dog, he 
has been in service for a while.  He 

searches for people and things.   We 
hid keys, a wallet and bolt croppers 
and he found them all very quickly!  
It was great.   He is also trained to 
stop people running away from the 

police.   He even 
chased one of 
the police men 
who was “running 
away”!
Chunky was the 
last dog we met, 
he could sniff out 
drugs.  The police 
brought drugs 
that we hid round 

the hall and Chunky found them all 
very quickly.
The whole experience was amazing!
by Kathleen & Jack
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If you require any further info please 
do not hesitate to contact me, or 
please feel free to look at our website 
for further stories 

www.3rdromseyscouts.org.uk
Sarah Beaman
3rd Romsey Scout Leader - Ashanti 
Troop

Professional violin-makers are 
not people you would normally 

encounter very often, unless perhaps 
you are a professional violinist.  
Remarkably, Braishfield has in recent 
years had not one, but two violin-
makers living in the area.  Luckily 
for us, both of them - first Christoph 
Gotting, now David Munro - have 
been keen to bring talented young 
professional classical musicians to 
give high quality performances to a 
local audience.
So it was that on Saturday 28th 
March we had our third concert in 
an occasional series in the Church 
Room.  The four players of the 
Eusebius Quartet - Beatrice Philips 
and Venetia Jollands, violins, Cara 
Coetzee, viola, and Hanna Sloane, 
cello - are building bright careers 
in classical music both in the UK 
and internationally, appearing in 
renowned concert venues as well as 
in festivals.  Beatrice Philips is the 
founder and director of the Lewes 
Chamber Music Festival which had 
its inaugural year in 2012 (and runs 
from 12th-14th June this year).
The Eusebius Quartet started their 
programme with Benjamin Britten's 
early Three Divertimenti.  This is an 
arresting set of short pieces - a witty 
and sparkling palette-cleanser to get 
the evening off to a lively start; quite 

a calling-card for these enterprising 
players.  This was followed by 
Haydn's Quartet op.20 no.4 in 
D major, which combines suave 
sophistication with earthy gypsy 
rhythms brought tellingly to life in 
this performance.
After the interval there was one 
work: Schumann's Quartet op.42 
no.1 in A minor, a substantial and 
complex piece with rich sonorities 
and great depth which the players 
performed with poise and feeling.  
These are great musicians and it is 
a privilege to have been able to see 
and hear them on our own doorstep, 
as it were.  And the Church Room is 
a perfect venue for chamber music-
making: not too big, with a sense of 
intimacy and a warm acoustic.

After the concert, the audience 
stayed for some convivial 
conversation and refreshments to 
round off the evening.  Thanks are 
due, once again, to David Munro 
for engaging the musicians.  As on 
previous occasions, the concert was 
presented by BMADS and credit 
goes as ever to Wendy and Peter 
Quarendon for arranging the event 
and for all their hard work to make 
it happen.

Richard Groves

Talented Chamber Group Delights Audience
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The Battle of Waterloo - 200th Anniversary

On 18 June 1815  a battle was 
fought in the fields to the south 

of the village of Mont St Jean.  One 
hundred and ninety-three thousand 
men  were pitched against each 
other for nine hours, after which 
55,000 were dead or wounded.  This 
was the Battle of Waterloo, the final 
engagement in twenty-two years of 
almost continual 
war in Europe 
and one of he 
most famous in 
British history; 
and it continues 
to fascinate. 
Why did the 
most successful 
c o m m a n d e r 
Europe ever 
produced fail to defeat a smaller 
army?  Just how close was the 
battle?  Was the outcome the result 
of Napoleon’s misjudgements or 
Wellington’s brilliance?  And was the 
battle a turning point in European 
history, or did the old European 
monarchies simply re-establish their 
grip on the Continent for another few 
decades?
It is a story of politics and military 
strategy, but above all it is a 
story of immense, now almost 
incomprehensible, bravery.  When 
asked, Wellington picked out the 
French cavalry charges as the most 
heroic actions of the day; to some it 
was the defence of a farm, almost to 
the last man; and to others it was the 
men of the Anglo-Allied infantry who 

stood in squares, unflinching as they 
were bombarded by the enemy’s 
artillery.
Valour is stronger than fate
To commemorate the battle, The 
Royal Green Jackets (Rifles) Museum 
(Peninsula Barracks, Romsey Road, 
Winchester) has mounted a special 
exhibition to tell the story of the 

battle, from its 
causes in the 
previous century 
to the effects 
that lasted into 
the next.

The centrepiece 
of the exhibition 
is a specially 
restored and 

re-housed diorama of the battle.  
Covering nearly 26 square metres, 
with 21,500 figures and 9000 model 
horses, the diorama tells the story 
of the whole day, from the opening 
salvos in the morning to the final 
attack by the French  Imperial Guard 
in the early evening.

To understand the battle in all its 
aspects, a visit to the Museum would 
be enormously helpful and also most 
enjoyable for all ages.  The museum 
is one of the finest in the country, is 
easy to find and has parking close 
by – free!

 Christine Pullen
Tel: 01962 828549
e-mail: curator@rgjmuseum.co.uk
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Armed Forces Day Saturday June 27th 2015
In memory of those who made the ultimate sacrifice  named on the 

Braishfield Memorial

For the Fallen

With proud thanksgiving, a mother for her children,
England mourns for her dead across the sea

Flesh of her flesh they were, spirit of her spirit,
Fallen in the cause of the free.

Solemn the drums thrill: Death august and royal
Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres.
There is music in the midst of desolation
And a glory that shines upon our tears.

They went with songs to the battle, they were young,
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow.

They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted,
They fell with their faces to the foe.

They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them.
They mingle not with their laughing comrades again;

They sit no more at familiar tables of home;
They have no lot in our labour of the day-time;

They sleep beyond England’s foam.
 But where our desires are and our hopes profound,

Felt as a well spring that is hidden from sight,
To the innermost heart of their own land they are known

As the stars are known to the Night.
As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust,

Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain,
As the stars that are starry in the time of our darkness, 

To the end, to the end, they remain.

Robert Binyon (1869-1943)

We Salute a generation and the spirit of 1945
‘When can their glory fade?’ Alfred Lord Tennyson

GE
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Oli Otya dear Braishfield Friends! 
(the local cheery greeting)

Since we last wrote, we have 
had an exciting visit from another 
local team (from New Life Church, 
Romsey), who came out to Uganda 
late November, specifically to run 
an end of term programme for the 
whole secondary school.  Full of 
teaching energy, ideas, creativity 
and surprises, they ran a packed 
activity week for all students in the 
final week of term.  The practical, 
'hands on', fun element of many 
sessions was the magic ingredient 
and key to success - incredible 
beading crafts (thanks Mandy Ord!), 
drumming, practical health, careers 
talks, practical Christian teaching, 
real rocket science (using plastic 
bottles!), and various sporting 
events.
 
There was even a highly competitive 
'Solar Car Challenge'- a brilliant 
idea exported from Braishfield 
Primary School days- which worked 
wonderfully well in the fierce 
Ugandan sunshine. 

As students are so used to the 
traditional 'talk and chalk' approach, 
they really appreciate a more 
interactive and engaging style during 
these end of term programmes.  It 
was a winner! 

Academically, we are also seeing 
gradual improvements at Wobulenzi 

Town Academy. Among this 
year's O' and A' level results, (just 
released), there are now small 
groups of high achieving students, 
whose results are on a par with the 

top schools in Kampala.  This is 
particularly significant in a country 
where rural secondary schools have 
a reputation for poor teaching and 
indifferent results.  Also, there is an 
overall upwards trend in the rest of 
the results - although there is still 
room for improvement -as ever.
 
As the school becomes more settled 
into the site, and as the teachers start 
to stay on from one year to the next, 
this should really help as well.  So 
small steps forward all the time.... If 
you are 'young' enough to remember 
the Born Free elephant called 'Pole 
Pole' , meaning 'slowly slowly',  you 
might like to know that the Luganda 
equivalent is 'mpola mpola' - an 
attitude worth remembering, when 
we may have a tendency to apply 
western impatience regarding 
targets and goals to a situation! 

What News from Wobulenzi?
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In other news, the Primary Resource 
Centre 'The Bridge' continues to 
surprise us - on the recent teacher 
training day, 60 primary teachers 
from the 10 'feeder' schools came 
for the day,  (we were expecting 
about 12 teachers!), to learn about 
the strategic importance of early 
child literacy and story writing. 
This is something we take for 
granted - reading to our children/
grandchildren, not to mention the 
easy, free access to books that we 
have here. 

Hundreds of children now use The 
Bridge every week and it is a real joy 
to see them racing excitedly down 
the path for their Maths, English and 
Library sessions. (More Bridge info 
in the accompanying article about 
the Paris Marathon in April - there is 
a logical connection!) 
 
One new addition at The Rock Health 

Centre is an ingenious custom-built 
"ambulance" - similar to a children's 
'tagalong' bike trailer. 
This attaches onto the back of 
a motorbike/bicycle and acts as 
vital transport in an emergency. 
Designed specifically to meet the 

medical transportation needs of 
rural communities in developing 
countries, it is perfect for roads 
that are more like off-road tracks 
and footpaths, rather than smooth 
tarmac. Donated by New Life 
Church, Romsey it will make a huge 
difference to how The Rock is able 
to deal with emergencies - especially 
women in labour.

Since being back in the village, it has 
been great to reconnect with friends 
and members of the Braishfield 
community, catch up on news and 
share more about what is happening 
in Uganda.  Whenever we leave there 
to come back here, our Ugandan 
friends and students often say:  
" Greet and thank everyone there on 
that side" - so if you are reading this, 
the heartfelt greeting and thanks is 
for you.

Elspeth (Dugdale) 

for more news and photos on any 
of the above and the recent team 
trip, please look at the Serve Direct 
homepage  www.servedirect.org

*Wobulenzi Town Academy is a 
school-based/ community project 
supported by Serve Direct, a small 
Braishfield/Romsey based charity, 
involving the Balls, the Dugdales, 
the Allens, the Ords and many other 
local friends and supporters.
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Christianity is not about rules, 
rituals or religion but a 

relationship of love and intimacy 
with God, such that we know him 
as Father.  It’s not merely things we 
believe; it’s an experience of God. 
This relationship, this experience of 
the living God is a result of his Holy 
Spirit at work in our lives.  We’ve 
recently celebrated the festival of 
Pentecost that recalls the coming of 
the Spirit to be with us.

So if you are a Christian, that is 
someone who, in response to God’s 
amazing love for us, has given your 
life to Jesus Christ and trusts him 
as your Lord and Saviour, then God 
lives in you!!  Put simply, the Holy 
Spirit is God’s empowering presence 
within us.
For the first Christians, the fact that 
God had come to make his home in 
their lives made a radical difference 
that they experienced and that 
others noticed.  If we profess to be 
Christians, then the Holy Spirit in our 
lives will make a difference that will 
affect our own lives, our relationships 
and indeed our communities. 

The Spirit within us progressively 
transforms our characters to make 
us more like the character of Jesus. 
He comes to clean up the mess, 
heal the hurts, change the negative 
attitudes and make us whole.  By the 
way, that process takes a lifetime!
To live as a Christian is not about 
struggling in our own strength, trying 

to ‘do good’ or ‘be religious’.  God 
has promised that his Holy Spirit will 
help us on our journey through life. 

Sometimes people say to me, “I try 
hard to be a good Christian.”  They 
are surprised when I say “the best of 
luck, you’ll never manage it on your 
own!”  I’ve always loved football 
(being a Millwall supporter you might 
doubt that statement!)  Yet however 
hard I tried (even in my younger 
days) I could never play like Cristiano 
Ronaldo or Lionel Messi - (for non 
football-enthusiasts, they are two 
of the world’s best!)  But suppose 
that somehow the inner person of 
one of those footballers, that which 
animates them, could come to live in 
me; then providing I rely on them, I 
could play like them.  It’s a bit like 
that with Jesus.  However hard I 
try, I cannot live like Jesus.  But if 
the Spirit of Jesus, the Holy Spirit, 
comes to live in me, then as I rely 
on him, I can progressively live like 
Jesus.
The Holy Spirit also helps us to 
join in with God’s mission of love, 
compassion and healing for hurting 
people and a broken world.  He 
wants to use us, as individuals and 
churches, to tell others the good 
news that people can be forgiven, 
restored to a relationship with God 
their Creator and have hope for the 
future, because of what Jesus has 
done by his death and resurrection. 

Revd Canon Steve Pittis

The Holy Spirit and You
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Cricket Season
The start of the 2015 season has, so far, been more successful than the start 
of last year.  Thankfully, the relatively dry winter has meant that all of our 
fixtures so have been played.  We have had a mixed bag of results so far 
but the highlight has been a magnificent innings of 168 not out by Andrew 
Gregory versus the Vagabonds at the picturesque Bentworth cricket ground 
on 17th May.  His imperious innings was a pleasure to watch and helped us to 
a total of 281-5.  However, our bowlers were unable to follow this up and we 
fell 3 wickets short of what would have been a glorious victory.
 
We have had an influx of new players from the village which is great to see 
and we would always welcome more.  If there is anyone out there who would 
like to get involved to play, umpire, score or spectate then please get in touch 
with me on 07751 683621 or j.light79@yahoo.co.uk or come along to one of 
the games and introduce yourself.
 
James Light
Club Captain
 
JUNE
3 Wednesday ROKE H 18:15
7 Sunday COMPTON CHAMBERLAYNE H 14:30
10 Wednesday ROYAL TOBIES H 18:15
14 Sunday HYTHE H 14:30
17 Wednesday LECKFORD ESTATE A 18:15
21 Sunday RIOTEERS H 14:30
23 Tuesday WINCHESTER COLLEGE A 18:15
28 Sunday HEREFORD TOUR

JULY
1 Wednesday LECKFORD ESTATE H 18:15
4 Saturday AUSTRALIA RESERVES XI H 14:30
5 Sunday ROTHERFIELD A 14:30
8 Wednesday ROKE H 18:15
12 Sunday WINCHESTER COLLEGE H 14:00
15 Wednesday KINGS SOMBORNE H 18:15
19 Sunday UPPER CLATFORD H 14:30
22 Wednesday ARQIVA H 18:15
26 Sunday ROYAL TOBIES H 14:30
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Bert was the 7th in a family of 
12 children and grew up in 

Baddesley with the benefit of both 
older and younger brothers and 
sisters. At 14 yrs he left school and 
joined an older brother working on 
the farm at Packeridge.  Here he 
learnt to milk the cows, plough the 
land with a pair of horses: and how 
to thatch the barns and hayricks.  
His proudest achievement was to 
thatch a cottage roof and see that it 
did not need much attention for 50 
years.

As a youth he joined the Territorial 
Army and was immediately called 
up at the outbreak of war.  He saw 
service through North Africa and 
then on to Salerno and Monte Casino 
in Italy.  When waiting in Naples 
to embark to the Middle East he 
developed peritonitis which resulted 
in many months in hospital in Rome 
before being flown home for further 
treatment.

After demob he returned to the farm 
and a couple of years later met and 

married Jo.  Although unable to have 
children, they enjoyed life together 
moving to Rownhams House in 1955 
where Bert was caretaker/gardener 
and Jo worked in the office for the 
transport company for 35 years.

Upon retirement they moved to 
Braishfield and for another 20 years 
enjoyed their garden and allotments 
together, growing copious amounts 
of vegetable which Bert loved to 
distribute round to friends and 
family.  When this became too much 
hard work, he ‘borrowed’ a corner of 
garden from Eric Irish and continued 
to grow his famous runner beans.

The last couple of years became 
increasingly difficult for Bert due 
to gradual loss of his eyesight and 
mobility but he always remained 
cheerful.  He loved his little corner of 
Braishfield, the comradeship of other 
allotment holders and friendship of 
village life, as said at 95 years old:
” I’ve had a good innings”

Keith Clewer

Obituary: Albert Osman

DATES FOR VILLAGE LUNCHES IN THE CHURCH ROOM AT NOON

MONDAY 8th June
MONDAY 13th July  (No lunch in August)
MONDAY 14th September
MONDAY 12th October  (Nov & Dec dates in next magazine)

Please phone if you can spare time to help on the day or cook or bake.
Come along for a choice of delicious soups and puddings

Julie Kemp - Organiser Tel; 368894
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SAVE THE DATE !!
Friday 11th and Saturday 12th MARCH  2016

the return of 

The Village Variety Show
After the outstanding success of the previous shows, the Village Hall

 Committee are planning to have another and as before all user 
groups and 

Villagers are invited to participate to prove once again 

BRAISHFIELD HAS TALENT!!

We are looking for acts – whether it be sketch – musical or not, a 
dance performance, a poem – whatever !!

Also behind the scenes helpers leading up to the show and on the 
night.

Even if it is still a long way off please start thinking how you could be 
part of this event. 

Please register your interest by calling or 
 Emailing one of the team:

Graham and Jane Bennett 368109 or graham.d.bennett@btinternet.
com

Iain and Sue Coleman 367064 or iainsue5853@gmail.com

Ian and Wendy Jeffery 367282 or ianandwendyj@btinternet.com

Tim Howkins 368330 or timhowkins@me.com

Ian and Meri Knights 368516 or meri.knights@btinternet.com
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       NEW Reforming Face Lift Massage!!

I am pleased to introduce a revolutionary, non-surgical facial massage 
treatment that slows down the ageing process and promotes a healthier 
youthful appearance.

Tones, smoothes and lifts muscles of the face
Irons out wrinkles & ingrained expressions 
Frees constrictions and releases tension
Increases collagen and elastin production
Improves complexion, boosts energy and immunity
Look and feel relaxed and reformed

Improvements can been seen from the first facial however its benefits are 
accumulative and for clients with certain areas of concern a course of 
treatments is advised of one a week for four weeks followed by a monthly 
maintenance.

This is a unique facial with proven results incorporating pressure point 
stimulation, natural and pure infused argon oil medium and well devised 
techniques that originate from ancient Indian traditions.

Book one facial a week for 3 weeks and receive the 4th one FREE.

To make an appointment please call Laura on 07969 067 955
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Lester Smith

Your Local Specialist
with over 40 years experience

For:
Ü  Servicing & Mobile Repairs
Ü  Spare Parts
Ü  Oils & Batteries
Ü  Hand Tools Sharpened
Ü  Keen Prices On New
     and Used Machines
Ü  Garden Machinery Hire
Ü  Impartial Advice Given Freely

Down to Earth Garden Machinery

les@dtegm.co.uk • www.dtegm.co.uk
Braishfield, Hants

Phone: 01794 367047
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 BRAISHFIELD SOCIAL CLUB
Weekly Events

Monday Nights   – Free Pool
Saturday Nights  – Meat Draw
Sunday Nights   – Bingo 

We also have Pigeon Club, Dart and Crib teams always looking for new 
members.

Snooker Room, Skittle Alley all available to Non Members.

Forthcoming Events

Quiz Nights held fortnightly on Friday Nights 

CHARITY FUN DANCE: Saturday 27th June. 7.30pm. (See page 8)
 
CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE SHOW:  Sunday 28th June. 
Everybody welcome, bring along any classic motorcycles you have hidden in 
your garage!. BBQ & Bar available. Show runs from 10.30am – 4.00pm

BEER FESTIVAL 2015: Friday evening 24th July,
Saturday 25th & Sunday 26th July

Free Entry.  Quiz on Friday evening. BBQ see noticeboards for further 
information.

CARIBBEAN EVENING:  Saturday 15th August 2015.
Come along for some Caribbean music, food and fun. 

Tickets for Events:  From the Bar or see Village Noticeboards for further info.

Also

Large Function Room for Hire and,  we now hold the village Wheelchair - 
Please contact our Steward.
Our Steward Les is always willing to give you information on:

01794 368458 (Evenings)

braishfieldsocialclub@hotmail.co.uk
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Property Maintenance & Handyman Services 

Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating :  Wallpapering 
Sheds & Fences Erected,:    Painted & Re felted Hedge Cutting & 

Strimming
Floor & Wall Tiling:  Small Carpentry Work

Windows & Doors Repaired & Replaced:  House & Garden 
Clearance

Fascia Boards & Gutters Cleaned, Repaired & Replaced 
Driveways & Paths Repaired & Re surfaced 

Kitchens & Bathrooms Fitted:  Ground Works & Drainage 
Brick work & Repointing work:  Collection & Delivery Service

Plus many other areas of maintenance work & odd jobs carried 
out 

Ben Kington 
Telephone : 01794 368536 

Mobile : 07866551725 Fully insured  References available
Free Estimates 
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The Wheatsheaf Braishfield
01794 368652

Real open log fire

Lovely large garden

Children’s play area

Selection of real ales

Quality wines

Locally sourced food

Specials board

BBQ/Quiz theme evenings

Sunday lunches  www.thewheatsheafbraishfield.co.uk
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 !
Domestic Electrical Installer 

• Additional lights and sockets 
• New part or full installations 
• New Consumer units 
• Outdoor lighting and power 
• Power and lights for garages and outbuildings 
• Fault finding and repair 
• Other domestic requirements !

  Peter Henery at Pendle Cottage, Braishfield Road 
  Tel: 01794 367404  Mob: 07580 054468 
   E-mail peter@homeworksofromsey.co.uk 



42

Relationship breakdown, divorce, 
splitting up, rows with your ex?
Worried about the children, your home, money, 

job?
We can help – We can offer  

Legal  Aid for 
Mediation

Why not contact us on 0800 032 2188 / 01794 
524395 or email us at: admin@arenamediation.co.uk

www.arenamediation.co.uk
We can see you in Romsey, Southampton, Eastleigh, 
Winchester and other locations across Hampshire.
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PERSONAL TRAINER

• Feeling Overweight and overwhelmed at the challenge of losing weight?

• Tired of the Gym?

• Not seeing any results for your efforts?

• Looking to improve your day to day wellbeing?

All sessions are tailored to your needs and your own personal goals!

Call Michelle on 07787 526619

Or email: personaltrainer.hughes@gmail.com

For more information see
www.personaltrainermichelle.co.uk
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MARTYN DENNIS
Painter and Decorator

• Fully qualified

• Over 20 years experience

• Interior and exterior

• Superior finish

• Quality branded materials

• Competitive quotes

Tel:- 01794 279126 or 01794 501587

Mob:- 07734 938792
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Printed and published by ©2003 Braishfield Village Association

Rubbish News

Recyclable materials in cardboard boxes left beside the brown bin on 
recycling weeks will be collected throughout the year.

Recycle weeks beginning: 1st, 15th & 29th June: 13th & 27th 
July

Household waste weeks beginning: 8th & 22nd June: 6th & 20th 
July

Garden waste green bags are collected the same week as 
household waste, every other Friday morning.

Braishfield Village Hall
Flexible space available for social and sporting activities , clubs and groups at 

reasonable rates.
Email: katel.knight@googlemail.com

Tel: 01794 368173
Special Rates for Children’s Parties

BRAISHFIELD FLOWER ARRANGEMENT SOCIETY PROGRAMME 2015

Thursday 25 June  A Girls Best Friend  Pamela Welch
Thursday 24th Sept A Natural Harvest  Ann Marie Dicker
Thursday 22nd Oct Inspired by William Morris   Sue O’Brien
Thursday 26th Nov* Christmas is Coming           Dennis Van Wonderen

Meetings held in The Church Room from 7.30pm.  For further information 
contact Chairman Maggie Batchelor on 01794 368125 or Eileen Norman on 
02380 731162

*Open Evening Meeting will be held in Braishfield Village Hall
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! Please see BVA News or Notice Boards for further details

Regular 
Meetings Where Time When Next meetings

 Parish Council  Comm. Room 
 Village Hall 7.00 1st Tues excl. 

August 9 June 21 July 1 Sep

 Village Lunch  Church Room 12.00 2nd Mon excl. 
August 8 June 13 July 14 Sep

 Horticultural 
 Society !

 Comm. Room 
 Village Hall 7.30 2nd Tues excl. 

June/July/Aug
Visits 

16,23,30 
June

8 Sep 13 Oct

 Flower 
 Arrangement 
 Society !

 Church Room 7.30 4th Thurs excl. 
Aug/Dec 25 June 24 Sep 22 Oct

 Art Group  Football 
 Pavilion 10 - 12 Every Thursday except August

 Toddler Group  Comm. Room 
 Village Hall 10 - 12 Wednesday – tel: 07817 739903

 The Pantry  
 Shop & Cafe

 Comm. Room 
 Village Hall

9 – 12 
3 – 6

9.00 – 12.00 & 3.00 – 6.00 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday (9-1), Friday, 

Saturday 9.00 – 12.00

Events ! Where When More Details

School Fayre Recreation     
Ground Saturday 20th June 2pm - 4pm See front of 

magazine

United Reformed 
Church Church Room Saturday 20th June 10am - Noon See page 11

Braishfield Village 
Voices Church Room Monday 22nd June, Monday 27th 

July

Armed Forces Day Village Hall car 
park Saturday 27th June Union Flags will be  

hoisted at 8am

Charity Fun Dance Social Club Saturday 27th June  
7.30pm – 11.30pm

Contact Dottie 
Woods - 368442

Horticultural 
Society Annual 
Show 

Recreation 
Ground

Saturday 18th July  
2pm - 4pm

Supporting Air 
Ambulance

Please refer to www.braishfield.org or your Residents Guide for contact telephone nbrs  

Details to the BVN Editor or Web Editor if you would like dates of forthcoming events to be published

Braishfield Village Diary


