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Come and enjoy our village Christmas Tree Festival!
(see page 17)
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Editor’s Notes

This magazine is produced by the Braishfield Village Association and the 
Editor reserves the right to elaborate, withhold or abridge material as space 
permits.  The views expressed in this Magazine are not necessarily those of 
the Editor or of the Braishfield Village Association.  Any form of reproducing 
or copying of this publication requires the prior written permission of the 
Editor.
©2003 Braishfield Village Association.

Written items for the ‘News’ should be sent to:-

The BVA Editor
Hazel Cottage
Braishfield Road
Braishfield 
Romsey SO51 0PR  by the date shown below.

Copy may be written, typed or on PC media but, ideally, by email to: 

 mike@braishfield.org

All items for publication must show the name, address and telephone 
number of the originator.  Letters to the Editor should be on topics relevant 
to the villagers of Braishfield.  The BVA attempts to deliver a copy of the 
Braishfield Residents Guide and the Village Design Statement to all new 
residents.  If you have not received these publications, please contact the 
News Distributor on 368099.
BVA Website: www.braishfield.org

Latest copy date for the next issue is: January 19th 2015

Braishfield Village Association
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From the Chairman

There seems to be a lot happening 
between now and Christmas, 

and I don’t know about you, but our 
diaries are packed.  The BUMS have 
three gigs to play, so  must  rehearse 
a few Christmas carols ( sherry/mince 
pie combo!), and we seem to have a 
concentration of other commitments.

  What’s more, Viv and I will be away 
for the Christmas break, for the first 
time in just about ever; out of England 
and in a Muslim country to add to our 
immense interest and excitement!  
(Burglars beware though -  our house 
will be occupied by friends!)

Keen followers of the Affordable 
Housing story may recall that work 
was going to begin this autumn, but 
we now understand that it has been 
delayed until next February, with 
completion some time in 2016. 

Another piece of news (good 
news) is that apparently the Bunny 
Lane household refuse centre 
(affectionately known as ‘the tip’!) is 
unlikely to be closed after all, though 
there may be charges for the disposal 
of some items, like torn out kitchen 
cupboards.  We had made a strong 
and clearly successful appeal for its 
survival.

Also, in case you’ve missed this, the 
Parish council have a new website of 

their own (www.braishfieldpc.org) and 
regularly publish the draft minutes 
of their meetings on it, which is a 
good example of greater openness.  
These minutes are normally available 
within about a week of the meeting 
dates.  Therefore, in parallel , we have 
decided to post our own draft minutes 
on the Braishfield Village Association 
website; never a secret, but now open 
to full scrutiny.

Please  come to our AGM on 
22ndJanuary, (8.00 pm, Village Hall) 
to hear what we’ve done in the past 
year, and to cast your vote on the 
composition of the committee for 
the coming year.  You also have the 
opportunity to raise any issues or 
concerns about our village life.   And if 
that’s not enough to attract you, there 
will be wine and nibbles available 
after the formal business is over!

Meanwhile, here’s to a happy 
Christmas and New Year, free from 
power cuts!!
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From the Editor

Braishfield 200 Club
We’ve had another two lucky winners in the monthly draw:  The October 
winner was Alan Lord, and November’s was Christine Smith.  We were able 
to make donations to Romsey Young Carers (run by villager Tim Ballantyne) 
and All Saints’ Church.
We’re always happy to include new members.  You pay £5 per month for five 
numbers in the draw, of which £3 goes to local charities or good causes, 
and £2 as prize money, which is usually around £100.  Administrative costs 
are virtually nil, apart from a £20 licence fee paid to TVBC.
Give me a call if you’d like to take part: telephone number 368774, or e mail 
to dbr33@john-lewis.com

David Robinson. 

Again, a bumper Christmas  issue – 
thank you all for your unrelenting 

fervour! A few points highlighted 
below, simply because they seem 
important to us all and might be 
overlooked by the hasty reader!
Be aware of the ‘phone scam’ ( p6) – 
this is not the first time we’ve reported 
this activity locally, so please stay 
alert to anything suspicious.  
I have ‘banged on’ in the past about 
increasing traffic levels as TVBC’s 
actual and projected building spreads 
out of Romsey with Braishfield Road 
and its immediate surroundings 
becoming a particular target for 
development.  I simply draw your 
attention to a very cogent article on 
the subject (pages 14/15).  On the 
same subject, but with a lighter heart, 
I also draw your eye to the report 
on ‘the roundabout’ (p9); a cheering 
note here, with what is evidently 
an emollient approach to keeping 
the area gentle and rural.  It was a 
cruel convergence of old age and 
planning blight which deprived us of 

two venerable local oak trees within 
one year, but cheering to note that 
both will be replaced in due course 
– to be venerated by our great-great- 
grandchildren!
I would also highlight the wonderful 
evening of Dickensian Magic (p25); 
enough said there, but I do urge you 
all to attend these events with your 
children – I do hope we can get Ian 
Keable back because I know that you 
and they will love it!
There will of course be a full report 
in the February issue, but I will 
simply preview BMADS’ production 
of “Dandy Dick”.  Acting as the 
banker for the ‘coffee/tea boat’ I was 
fortunate enough to witness it on the 
first night.  I was stunned by the sheer 
brilliance and zest of the stage work 
and performances – this could easily 
run to rave reviews in the West End!

And finally our very warmest wishes 
for a thoroughly snug and enjoyable 
Christmas and a very happy and 
healthy New Year!
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Donations to Braishfield Village Association News

We would like to thank all those who donated toward the cost of the 
Braishfield News this year.  We hope that the content of the News makes 
good village reading and keeps you up to date with events.  We do not run it 
on a subscription basis but we obviously incur costs to publish.  We would 
welcome any support you can give to keep the News viable during 2015 and 
we would  like to thank those who helped us this year.  If you wish to make a 
donation please complete this slip and forward it to the address below and 
please make cheques payable to Braishfield Village Association.

BVA Treasurer
Mrs Sheila Still
Orchard View
Braishfield
SO51 0QB

Tel: 01794 368384
email: bva@f2s.com

Thank you.
David Robinson - Chairman

$----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-$

I enclose a donation of £      towards the running cost of the BVA.

Name (please print)  ---------------------------------------------------

Address  ---------------------------------------------------

   ---------------------------------------------------

   ----------------------------------------------------

Postcode  ----------------------

Tel:   ---------------------------------------------------

email:   ----------------------------------------------------

As an alternative, a Standing Order form to make annual donations to the 
work of the Braishfield Village Association is available.  Please contact the 
Treasurer, Sheila Still, and she will send you one.
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 Notices
BRAISHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The Parish Council are pleased to welcome Wendy Dolby-Stevens to the 
Council following the uncontested election.
Your Council is now made up of the following residents of Braishfield:-

Mike Prince. Chairman
Mike Edwards.  Vice-Chairman
Carole Renvoize
Clive John
Beverley Murtagh
Peter White
Wendy Dolby-Stevens 

The Clerk to the Council is Kate Orange

Mike Prince
Chairman

PHONE SCAM

A parishioner received a phone call purportedly from a Detective Inspector 
from a London Police station, claiming that a fraud suspect had been found 
to have details of the parishioner’s credit card. It became apparent that the 
caller had obtained the parishioner’s name from the phone book, and on 
realising that he had been rumbled, he rang off – and then tried again on the 
parishioner’s second phone line.
 
This may not be a new variant of identity fraud scams, but as it appears that 
this area is being targeted residents are reminded to be on their guard.  If 
in doubt, either hang up or ask for a number to ring back – and then check 
the number with the police/bank or other body whom the caller claims to 
represent.

Peter White

FOR SALE

Nearly new double oven electric cooker. Only 12 months occasional use, still 
with 4 months John Lewis transferable warranty.

Model Electrolux EKC603602X     £275 o.n.o.      Tel: 01794-368384
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 Notices cont.
THE ELECTION THAT DID NOT TAKE PLACE

Due to the resignation of Dorothy Ross from the Parish Council, the Council 
set in motion the procedure, as laid down by the Electoral Commission, to fill 
the vacancy.

Part of that procedure is to post a notice advising of the vacancy and 
asking parishioners if they wished to hold an election, if so, then at least 
10 parishioners were required to request it.  In this instance there were 11 
parishioners who requested that the vacancy be filled by an election.

This request then triggered the next procedure which was to invite nominations 
with a time limit  for these to be sent to TVBC in Andover.  Unfortunately, TVBC 
sent out the polling cards prematurely before it was known as to whether or 
not there would be an election.

As there was only 1 nomination, the election was declared as uncontested as 
confirmed by the communication received from TVBC and the one nominee 
was duly elected to the Parish Council. 

The next opportunity to vote for the members of the Parish Council will be in 
May 2015 and I hope that the interest generated on this occasion will trigger 
the call for an election for your Parish Council.

Mike Prince
Chairman Braishfield Parish Council

BRAISHFIELD FOOTBALL CLUB

It was very sad news for the Football Club to hear of the passing of Club 
stalwart Norman Fielder.  Norman was an ever present player in the Braishfield 
team after the war, and was a one-club man. His fitness enabled him to still 
play well into his fifties, and then serve on the committee for many years.  He 
was a staunch supporter and watched matches whenever possible.

He will always be remembered by the Football Club and his photo will take 
pride of place in the display cabinet in the new Clubhouse.

Dave Old
President Braishfield Football Club
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 Notices cont.
BRAISHFIELD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE ROOM

Thursday 22nd January 2015 at 8.00pm

You are invited to attend the Annual General Meeting of the BVA.  Join us 
to hear about the Association’s activities during the past year and what we 
hope to achieve in 2015, and also to let us have your comments and ideas.

If you are unable to attend but would like an issue raised, please contact 
Chris Balchin (368427: webeditor@braishfield.org).  Anyone wishing to 

stand for election to the Committee please submit your name along with a 
Proposer and Seconder by Monday 5th January 2015.  Nominations will also 

be accepted from the floor at the meeting.

BRAISHFIELD GOLF SOCIETY

We enjoyed 3 meetings in 2014. The Hampshire GC, Alresford GC and 
Tidworth GC.

At Tidworth in September 12 of us ventured out and enjoyed a new course 
we had not played before. With thunder and lightening around the course 
was temporarily closed, but the weather improved and in the main we 
enjoyed a dry round.

Peter White came out on top with Mike Allen a close runner up.

We are planning 3 meetings for 2015 including a return to Southampton 
Muni on 10 July 2015 which has much improved since we last played it 2 
years ago.
We welcome new players. Please contact me if interested.

Richard Brazier
368414
rdbrazier@hotmail.com
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 Notices cont.
ROUNDABOUT

Following the construction of the new roundabout at the Jermyns Lane 
junction, little has been done on the landscaping front since the oak tree was 
felled.  In fact, one villager was heard to say that the surrounding hedges 
looked as though they had been subject to a Visigoth assault.  

You can see his point, but he was at pains to point out that it was only a 
thought as he is not old enough to have actually witnessed one at first hand 
for a direct comparison

Anyway, TVBC’s Green Space Officer has confirmed that he is currently 
planning the planting of a new mixed hedge line along the new post and 
rail fence line.  This will be mainly hawthorn with other local species mixed 
within it and will be planted this winter.  A replacement oak will also be 
planted in the proximity of the roundabout.

Mary Stubbs
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UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

EVENTS AND SERVICES - DECEMBER & JANUARY

 December 7th - Holy Communion  9.30am- Rev’d Terry Hinks

December 11th - Christmas Sherry/Mince Pies/Coffee
7-9pm at Elttoc, Kiln Lane, Rusty & Shirley’s home

Raffle, tombola, bric-a-brac in aid of PLANETS our 2014 charity
Please come, everyone welcome.

December 14th - Toy Service  10am- Karen Smith. 
Please bring a toy for a child

 December 16th - Carols by Candlelight 7pm in the URC followed by  
  refreshments in aid of PLANETS. There will be a raffle for a Christmas 

Hamper  in aid of our church funds.

December 21st - Christmas service 10am - Angela Bevan

December 25th CHRISTMAS DAY service 9.30am - Rev’d Terry Hinks

December 28th 1st Sunday after Christmas 10am - Daniel Symes

2015 January 18th Family Worship 10am - Rev’d Terry Hinks
Presentation of cheque to Neil Pearce for PLANETS our 2014 charity

Notices cont.

RUGBYTOTS 

The UK’s first rugby specific play programme

New Classes at BRAISHFIELD VILLAGE HALL from January 2015
Thursdays Term time  10.05-10.35am 2-3.5 yrs
         10.40-11.25am 3.5-5 yrs

FREE TRIAL SESSIONS AVAILABLE

Contact Phil@rugbytots.co.uk 
 07985 788069
www.rugbytots.co.uk
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 Notices cont.
AUCTION

The Braishfield Auction of Goods and Promises held on October 18th raised 
a total of £1206.72.  This was split 50:50, giving £603.36 each to PLANETS 
and All Saints’ church.  Thanks to our auctioneer Mr Neil Pearce, all who 
supported the auction by giving goods and promises and to all who came to 
bid on the day and to enjoy afternoon tea.

ALL SAINTS’ CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

The All Saints’ Christmas Tree Festival and Art Exhibition (Church Room) are 
being held on 5th, 6th and 7th December. (see page 17)  Please come along 
to see the amazing display of trees, exhibition of paintings  whilst  enjoying 
festive fayre.  

We look forward to welcoming you from 11.00 – 6.00pm on Friday or Saturday 
or from 11.00 to 4.00pm on Sunday when we will conclude with an All Age 
Worship service followed by more festive fayre!

CHRISTMAS SERVICES - ALL SAINTS’

Sunday 21st December 6pm  Carol Service
Wednesday 24th December 4.00pm  Christingle Service,
                           11.15pm Holy Communion
Thursday 25 December 10.00am      Family Service

Jane Bennett
Andy Brooks
Church Wardens

NEW YEAR’S DAY WALK
 

We are organising a village walk for New Year’s Day.  Nothing big or clever 
as it will be its first year – just a chance to blow away a few cobwebs and 
get some fresh air for an hour or two with other villagers.  The intention is 
to meet up in the Church room car park for an 11 o’clock start and finish 
around lunchtime at a village pub.  Details are being worked out, but if you 
would like to register your interest please email michaelstubbs@immograin.
com
 
Michael Stubbs
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Notices cont.
ALL SAINTS' CHURCHYARD – THANK YOU AND INFORMATION

We'd like to take this opportunity to thank all the volunteers who enable us 
to keep the churchyard and car park looking so well kept. The mowers have 
kept on top of the grass growth throughout the summer, the meadow area 
has been enjoyed by many wandering through, and a recent working party 
dealt with over grown areas, fallen leaves and weeds.  The hedges have 
been cut, the main path re-edged and soon further work will take place on 
the yew trees along the back path.  Even the gates and the benches have 
had an overhaul, having been rubbed down and oiled. The number of hours 
freely given to enable this work to be undertaken is amazing.
 
The Rector and PCC recently made a presentation of a framed photo of the 
church to Mr Bill Fielder, Mr Dink Eldridge and Mr Roy White, all of whom 
have been regular helpers for many years and have done much, and still do, 
to keep the churchyard looking trim.

Thank you too to Chris and Meryl Balchin who have given a pair of autumn/
winter flowering cherry trees (Prunus subhirtella Autumnalis) in memory of 
Meryl's parents, Shirley and Stuart Ottowell.   We agreed that the best site 
for the trees was close to the boundary between the extension to the church 
yard and the Dugdale's field.  Chris and Meryl made an expert job of planting 
them and we will all enjoy seeing them as they grow.

Over recent months work has been on-going in filling sunken graves and re-
seeding. This helps to keep the area safe with no surprise dips in the surface 
and makes maintenance easier as well. We've realised that some people are 
unclear about the responsibility for the maintenance of graves: it rests with 
the Rector and PCC (Parochial Church Council). 
 
With permission, and keeping within the diocesan guidelines which apply 
to all churchyards, families can erect grave stones or place a cremation 
plaque or engraved stone flower vase. Local stonemasons are aware 
of the regulations and will advise accordingly. Anything introduced into 
the churchyard after permission has been granted is the responsibility of 
the family who placed it there. Of course flowers can be put on a grave, 
but nothing of a permanent nature may be left without permission. It is 
understandable that people may feel that having paid for a church burial 
they have 'bought' the plot, but this is not the actual case. A full set of the 
guidelines are on display in the church porch (right hand side).  
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Notices cont.

HARVEST CELEBRATION WEEKEND

Over 60 church members, friends and guests, including one from as far 
away as New Zealand, attended the All Saints’ harvest supper at Braishfield 
on Saturday 4th October.  Held in the Church Room, the event raised £180 
which was divided equally between church funds and a tree planting project 
in the South Rwenzori area of Uganda.  Entertainment was provided by our 
own Braishfield Ukulele Music Society (the BUMS), pictured;  a  thoroughly 
enjoyable evening for all.
The following day a harvest Thanksgiving Service was held at All Saints’ 
Church by Rev. 
Canon Steve 
Pittis, with 
many donations 
brought for the 
food banks. Our 
thanks to all who 
helped to make 
the weekend 
such a success.

S t e p h e n 
Treglown

The guidelines state that no artificial flowers are permitted on graves.  We 
make an exception for good quality silk flowers: unrecognisable from the 
real thing to all but the deer who don't wish to eat them!  Unfortunately 
in recent years some deer with a particular taste for roses have taken to 
visiting us. In their eagerness to enjoy the flowers they pull out the stems as 
well and scatter them around. Fortunately their visits are infrequent but can 
be distressing if you have just placed some lovely flowers.

If there is anything to do with the churchyard about which you are uncertain, 
or if you would like to offer to help with the maintenance, please let us know.

Sarah Boothman
Hon Sec All Saints' PCC 



14

 Village Traffic

Village roads are busier than ever 
with urban Romsey becoming 

closer.  Our area is becoming more 
populated and Braishfield is already 
seeing the result – increased traffic.  
Many villagers have noticed this and 
are beginning to resent not only the 
prospect of Braishfield increasingly 
becoming a rat run for commuters 
and commercial vehicles, but also the 
speed at which they tend to travel.  
Tales of residents having to dig deep 
for reserves of gymnastic agility to 
remove themselves from the path of 
someone who thinks they are playing 
Grand Theft Auto for real are starting 
to become almost commonplace. 

Walking down Crook Hill to the pub or to 
post a letter can turn a straightforward 
errand into an unpleasant experience 
as the current road layout does 
nothing to discourage speeding.  
Braishfield’s character is that of a 
series of hamlets.  These hamlets are 
increasingly isolated from each other 
by speeding traffic and this situation 
will not be reversed unless through 
traffic is reduced and slowed down.

In May this year, a traffic survey was 
carried out.  It is believed that over 
2000 cars a day were counted and 
even though the monitoring was done 
on the main road by the school where 
traffic may slow to turn into Common 
Hill Road, around 75% of the traffic 
exceeded the 30 mph speed limit.  
And that’s outside a school.  It appears 
that commuters are always late for 
work and delivery drivers don’t want 

to miss their next slot and think little 
of the possible consequences.  An 
obvious question is where on earth 
are all these people going?

The roads through Braishfield only 
access a large area of open country  
but are we subject to the curse of the 
satnav?  A friend of ours mentioned 
that she travels past our door on 
Crook Hill every day.  She lives in 
Chandler’s Ford and works in Andover 
– so we asked why.  The answer : 
because that was the way the satnav 
told her to go.  That got me thinking 
so I broached the theory with other 
villagers and immediately someone 
said that a friend of hers who lives 
in Winchester arrived for a visit from 
the north having had a tortuous trip 
through the lanes via Slackstead and 
Merdon. 

 We bought a satnav.  The immediate 
benefit was no more stress points 
in our marriage when making car 
journeys on unfamiliar routes.  But, 
that aside, it’s interesting that if I 
put in a route to go north or even 
somewhere via Winchester, rather 
than taking the obvious (if you know 
the area) faster routes of the A3090 or 
A3057, it is actually desperate to take 
us the scenic route with occasional 
passing places.   One theory is that 
the lanes to the north of the village 
are subject to the national speed limit 
whereas long stretches of the main 
roads are 30 mph thereby making 
satnavs believe the back roads give a 
faster journey time.  Whatever, it’s a 
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problem.

There are 800 houses being built on 
our doorstep at Abbottswood and 
another 300+ being applied for at 
Ganger Farm.  This extra population 
will undoubtedly put a lot more 
pressure on the road infrastructure 
and Braishfield will feel that pressure 
unless steps are taken to make it 
unappealing as a rat run.  

There seems to be a new mood in 
Braishfield that unless it stands up 
for itself it may simply become a 
victim of the result of more Romsey 
development.  This would be a shame, 
but need not be the case.  Braishfield 
is a pretty and peaceful place to live 
and provides access to beautiful 
and unspoilt countryside for those 
that wish to enjoy it.  We are already 
noticing more cyclists and people 
walking from outside the village to the 
pubs and beyond.  

They will be discouraged if they find 
they risk being mown down every 
five minutes.  Eventually there will be 

a footpath on Crook Hill linking in to 
the rest of the village which will make 
life a lot safer for people accessing 
the countryside on foot and for the 
teenagers walking out of the village to 
catch their school bus.

Following representations by 
villagers, the Parish Council is 
organising their own traffic survey 
to get the latest situation regarding 
vehicle numbers and speeds.  Taking 
residents’ concerns seriously is to be 
commended and was also driven by 
the fact that the next police survey 
is not to be until 2017.  This will 
build a picture of the problem and 
generate the next discussion with 
the Highways Department and the 
police of how through traffic can be 
discouraged in the first place and 
slowed down if it does decide to pass 
through.  The aim must be to enable 
Braishfield to keep its peaceful rural 
village atmosphere for the benefit of 
residents and visitors alike.

Michael Stubbs

SENIOR CITIZENS’ PARTY 2015

Its that time of year again to start organizing the annual Senior Citizens 
party, this year it will be on Sunday February 1st 2015:  invitations will be 
through your door in the new year. Any new comers to the village who are 
65 or over or any villager who has qualified this year please ring Sharon 

Fielding on 368164 to be added to the list.  Looking forward to seeing you 
all in February. 

Sharon Fielding and committee  

 Thanks Sharon
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The Village Quiz
A SAMPLE OF THE CHALLENGE:

Q1. What one word is used to describe this year's village quiz?
A.  Fantastic, Awesome, Super and Brill are all acceptable

Q2. What was the most annoying question?
A.  On which planet was Dr Spock born ? ( see page 47 for the reason why!)

Q3. How many teams entered the quiz?
A.  10

Q4. Who were the winners of the 2014 quiz?
A.  "The 'Same as Last Year' -

Meryl and Chris Balchin  and Margaret & Terry O'Keeffe 
Q5. When was Romsey granted its charter?

A.  Two possible answers:
1.) 1706 according to the quiz master

2.) 1607 according to all known historical fact
(Oops - sorry about that one)

Q6. Will we have the same format in 2015?
A.  Absolutely. 

The questions are already being developed and the "Killer Question", 
"Connections" and the "Who am I" will all be back!

Iain Coleman

DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING
Please thank Carole Renvoize through your pages for arranging the 
defibrillator training with Terry Kane from SCAS.
 Attendance was excellent with about twenty participants and the introductory 
session very well presented.
 I thought that the principle behind local people being available to help others 
in need of immediate assistance to be so good that I have applied to become 
a Community First Responder so will be available with defibrillator, oxygen 
and enhanced first aid training from March next year once my training has 
been concluded.
 I have had to join Romsey's scheme as apparently I am the first in this 
village. 

Roy Bayntun
The Red Cottage, Paynes Hay Road
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Art Exhibition and Christmas Tree Festival
We are holding an exhibition 
of art-work produced by 
the people who attend 
the Thursday morning Art 
classes in the church room.  
This is to run at the same 
time as the Christmas Tree 
Festival in the church.

Admission will be free to 
the exhibition and after 
expenses, any profits will go 
towards the same charities 
as the Tree Festival, which 
are All Saints church and 
Naomi House.

The exhibition will be open 
from 11am until 6pm on 
Friday 5th and  Saturday 6th 
December and it will close 
at 4pm on the Sunday when 
the informal Church service 
will take place to mark the 
end of the events.

POLICE WARNING
We occasionally receive reports of a scam known as Courier Fraud. This 
type of scam occurs when the fraudster telephones you claiming to be 
either from your bank or the police telling you that your bank card details 
have been used fraudulently. They will then suggest you hang up and ring 
the bank back to ensure the call is genuine. Don't be fooled, they stay on 
the line. They will then tell you to read out or key in your PIN number. They 
will then send a cab/courier round to collect the card. Please remember - 
your bank and the police will never ask for your PIN number or bank card. 
Don't give them to anybody! Please click here for more information on how 
to avoid becoming a victim of courier fraud.
If you believe you have been targeted by offenders of this type of crime 
you should contact us on 101. Call your bank or card provider immediately 
on their advertised number and ensure your hear a clear dial tone before 
calling.
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Braishfield Ukulele Music Society (BUMS) update

In July “BUMS” were part of the 
largest Ukulele ensemble playing at 

one time, arranged by Southampton 
Music Hub it took place at St. Mary’s 
Football Stadium.  The Guinness Book 
of Records has confirmed that we are 
indeed record breakers, certificate 
number 2370.   See the event on www.
youtube.com/user/HantsMusServ. 

The Ukulele has grown in popularity 
in recent years, across the world.  
Following a visit to Lyttelton, New 
Zealand, David had the idea of starting 
the group in Braishfield. Ron was on 
holiday in Alderney and he joined a 
group at a local pub.  John regularly 
plays in the South of France.  I was 
in Santa Rosa, California earlier in the 
year and joined up with a local group.  
I have since heard from a member of 
this group who moved to Cairns in 
Australia that they also took part in 

a record attempt but were unable to 
achieve the numbers we had.  So you 
can see friendships are formed by the 
playing of a simple instrument.  

If anyone would like to learn, there 
is a very good group, which meets 
on Mondays in Southampton. 
You will meet all ages and be 
encouraged to learn the Ukulele from 
scratch, they only charge £2 for a 
session, so excellent value.  More 
details on their website, at http://
southamptonukulelejam.co.uk.

We are always willing to support local 
charities, and now have our own Song 
Book for audience participation.  For 
further information contact Jan and 
Ron on 01794 367891: email: ron@
springfield560.0rangehome.co.uk.

Alan Lord
And another successful gig for the BUMS !!

We travelled to Crawley, Winchester on 14th November, to play at a charity 
fundraising event for CLIC SARGENT which supports children and young 
people living with cancer.  This particular event was specifically organised  
to help the work being done in this area.
As well as a superb performance from the BUMS for 25 minutes during 
the interval, the evening included a Cheese and Wine "Call my Bluff" and a 
raffle, all of which resulted in an amazing £1403.59 for the charity.  
The musical interlude was very well received and there were many 
compliments from the audience.  As always, it was great fun to perform 
and  the BUMS were delighted to be able to support such an important and 
valuable cause.  The organisers of the event have expressed their sincere 
thanks to the band who really made the evening go with a ‘swing'!!
From the organisers " Well the BUMS have come up trumps. Everyone you 
talk to is full of praise. You put the icing on the cake.  Could you please 
pass on to everyone in the group a very big thank you to them."
Judith Cairns
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Braishfield Horticultural Society

At the meeting on 14 October 
we launched a new award – the 

Eric Irish Trophy – to be given for a 
‘Champion Apple’ presented at the 
Apple Day.  As the 2014 Apple Day 
was cancelled it was decided that 
members should be encouraged 
to bring a single apple to the final 
speaker meeting of the year. Eric 
Irish lived in the village for most of his 
life; he was an enthusiastic gardener 
and belonged to both Michelmersh 
and Timsbury Horticultural Society 
and Braishfield Horticultural Society, 
serving on the committee of the latter 
for several years.

We were honoured to have Jean Irish 
at our meeting, accompanied by her 
daughter and granddaughter, and 
she was invited to judge the entries 
for our competition.  The trophy is a 
natural size clear glass apple set on 
a turned wood base; it was donated 
by David Robinson, who  generously 
presented it to the Society. This  
year’s winner was Viv Robinson with 
a perfect ‘Bramley’. 

Our speaker at the meeting was Matt 
Soper, who gave a talk on Carnivorous 
Plants.  We were introduced to many 
genera from all over the world and 
were amazed that these intriguing 
plants source nutrients by capturing 
insects and other animals in a variety 
of ways. It came as a surprise to learn 
that there are several species, in three 
different genera, which are native to 
the British Isles. These are quite small 
plants but in other parts of the world 

carnivorous plants may be quite large. 
The pitcher plants of eastern North 
America may be as much as a metre 
tall and those of tropical South East 
Asia take the form of twining vines. 
Although many people may consider 
carnivorous plants to be exotic and 
rare it is not difficult to find suppliers 
and to grow them. 

Look out for Matt at the Hampton 
Court show next year – he regularly 
wins a gold medal for his display.

Steve Renvoize

Viv receiving the Apple trophy from 
Jean 
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Braishfield Village Pantry

The festive food season got off to a 
flying start at our Wine and Food 

Tasting evening.

Excellent live music by Sax Practice 
set the mood as sixty four guests 
were treated to high quality wines 
and delicious food samples.  After a 
greeting of English sparkling wine, 
tiny New Forest smoked trout tartlets 
were followed by award winning 
artisan cheeses , Broughton Buffalo 
sirloin and Colston Bassett Stilton. 
Hand made chocolate truffles from My 
Chocolate Gallery Romsey, and local 
Teffont brandy rounded everything off 
beautifully.

A very merry greedy time was had by 
all!

We will be stocking a small selection 
of good wines, local sparkling wine, 
brandy and port to go with our food 
and hampers.

We have found excellent suppliers of 
top quality local food which should 
add to your Christmas festivities but 
please come and discuss your needs 
and make your orders for special 
items in early December to avoid 
disappointment.  New Forest Smokery 
smoked trout pate is deservedly very 
popular but always flying off the shelf 
so please let us know what you will 
want.

Our local vegetable supplier is proving 
to be top quality and our prices better 
than Waitrose so please think of using 

the shop for your greengrocery.  We 
have deliveries three times a week, 
so,all is fresh.

Christmas is about giving and there 
are lots of great gifts in all price 
ranges.  We can make up hampers 
especially for you ,or there  are ready 
prepared available from the beginning 
of December . Good food is always 
welcome.  Do come and see what we 
have.

Marian Latchman



21

Beavers, Cubs & Scouts

There was great excitement last 
Thursday as the postman arrived 

at the homes of Beavers, Cubs & 
Scouts from 3rd Romsey Scout 
Group.  In the post were letters for 
members of 3rd Romsey who had 
taken part in the Himalayan Balsam 
pulling and attached to these letters 
were GREEN Blue Peter Badges.
We have helped Catherine Chatters of 
the Hampshire & Isle of White Trust to 
clear balsam at Newtown in the New 
Forest and at the Blackwater River at 
Ower.   The Scouts & Cubs braved 
very wet weather last year and the 
newest Beaver members of the Group 
joined them in blazing sunshine & 
stinging nettles this year to help clear 
this very invasive plant.  (see below)

The Scouts & Cubs learnt a great 
deal from the evening and Catherine 
explained to them the invasiveness 

of this plant and how it can clog our 
waterways.  They also did a report for 
the Scout website and for the local 
village magazines and the local paper 
explaining the importance of this work 
and what they had learnt.   To gain the 
Blue Peter Badge each Beaver, Cub & 
Scout had to write a letter or article or 
draw a picture explaining what activity 
they had undertaken and how it had 
benefited the environment and what 
they had learnt.
It was only on receiving their badges 
that the Beavers, Cubs & Scouts 
worked out that they can now apply 
for a Blue Peter Card and gain free 
entry (with a paying adult) to many 
attractions throughout the UK - an 
added bonus!
Congratulations to all of you!
Sarah Beaman 
3rd Romsey Scout Leader
Ashanti Troop
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Remembrance Day and our School

On the afternoon of 11th November, 
the children and staff walked 

up to All Saints Church where they 
were joined by families and friends.   
The children had all been preparing 
and working towards the day, and it 
was apparent that they had worked 
really hard, from their various class 
contributions.  

The Little Acorns had made one huge 
red poppy, which was almost 3D 
in its effect, with crepe paper.  The 
Big Acorns had painted pictures of 
the Tower of London surrounded in 
poppies which were beautiful, and 
they walked around the church to 
show everyone.  Mrs. Armstrong's 
Saplings had a huge landscape 
picture of Flanders Field with poppies 
to show the numbers of lives lost in 
the War.   Next, the children, parents, 
teachers, Reverend Canon Steve 

Pittis and all supporting staff sang 
'Everywhere Around Me' beautifully.  
Then Oaks read verses from the poem 
'In Flanders Fields' and sang 'It's a 
long way to Tipperary' and 'Pack up 
your troubles'.  

A story of a young man who lived 
just around the corner in Lower 
Street, named William Lane, was 
told.  Sadly he lost his life, aged 29, 
just a month into his tour of duty.  He 
would undoubtedly have walked the 
very streets in Braishfield and then 
travelled to the war, never to return.   
The children understand there was 
a  war, even though it was 100 years 
ago, and that is honourable for our 
ancestors, who lost their lives and 
fought for our freedom.  

A piece of trumpet music was 
played, called 'The Last Post', that 
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Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day

I am sure many from our village saw 
the display (above) Blood, Swept 

Lands and Seas of Red in the former 
moat of the Tower of London created 
by ceramic artist Paul Cummins.  He 
was quoted as saying “ I was inspired 
to create this installation after reading 
a living will by an unknown soldier.  
The installation is transient. I found 
this poignant and reflective of human 
life, like those who lost their lives 
during the First World War.”

Our own Service 
of Remembrance 
was held on 
Sunday 9th 
N o v e m b e r 
starting at the 
War Memorial 
with a Two 
Minute Silence 
and the bugle 
calls played 
beautifully as 
always by the 
Boys Brigade 

Band. 

Wreaths were laid before the Church 
Wardens led the procession to All 
Saints’ Church where the Service 
continued.  A short service was also 
held at the Memorial on Tuesday 11th, 
Armistice Day, as well as the school 
service (see opposite).

Sue Mullane

sadly may have been the last thing 
a young soldier heard before going 
out into battle.   While we listened to 
the trumpet, several children had the 
very solemn job of hanging a wreath, 
made by Saplings below the oak war 
memorial plaque.  It was poignant 
to think every single poppy in the 
Church represented a life lost in the 
World War, as the congregation was 
asked to focus on just one, as a prayer 
was led by Reverend Terry Hinks. 

I was truly moved by the Service and 
felt very proud to have been invited to 
attend.

Contributed by Pinky Paramjit, a 
parent.

(On their way back, the children 
stopped at the War Memorial.  
They placed a poppy wreath from 
Braishfield School and found the 
name of William Lane. ) 
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A Story: Braishfield & the Supernatural
Travel and holidays frequently lead 
to meeting not only interesting 
people but people with some local 
connection to home. Touring the 
Canadian Rockies earlier this year 
Betty and I chanced on a meeting with 
a delightful Australian lady, of circa 
80 years, who had just completed a 
days horse riding in the Rockies! Her 
name was Rosemary Butler and she 
joined us on a coach tour around the 
Lake Louise, the general Rockies area 
and back to Vancouver. On enquiring 
where we lived in the UK we said she 
would probably never have heard of 
Romsey in Hampshire only to be told 
she had been born in England and 
brought up in a tiny rural village called 
Braishfield! It transpired her parents 
had purchased a couple of derelict 
cottages known as Churcher’s Barn 
in Dores Lane, renovated them, and 
they had lived there until the late 
1950s. We have been contacted more 
recently by Rosemary who thought 
we might be interested in one of the 
anecdotes of her earlier life and she 
wondered if anyone in Braishfield has 
had similar experiences. Rosemary’s 
maiden name was Edmonds and 
although her married name is Butler 
she is not related to the person 
mentioned  in the story below;

“When I was in my twenties my parents 
bought two derelict semi-detached 
cottages from a farmer, Donald 
Mackie, in the village of Braishfield 
in Hampshire. The cottages would  
have been farm workers’ homes, 
and were about 600 years old.  The 

parents renovated them and turned 
them into one dwelling. Doing a 
secretarial course in Southampton, I 
was living at home in the mess while 
they were doing this, but it ended up 
a very comfortable and attractive little 
house. At the weekend I milked the 
cows belonging to a neighbour who 
had a small farm nearby. (This was 
David Butler). I was usually finished 
by about 7.30 am and walked  home 
for breakfast along the lane that went 
past the cottages. My mother was in 
the front garden on this occasion with 
Punch, our Springer spaniel. Punch 
appeared to see someone he knew in 
the lane as he ran towards the corner 
of the garden next to the lane wagging 
his tail.  Mum thought he had seen me 
coming home but it was far too early 
for that  Punch had by then started 
to bark, his hackles went up and he 
seemed quite frightened.  Mum could 
see nothing and went and stood in 
the lane at the place that seemed to 
be holding his attention. Still nothing.  
Punch barked for about 1/2 an hour, 
eventually going indoors with my 
mother.

Mum told me this when I got home.  A 
few days later she was talking to the 
herdsman from the farm belonging 
to Mackie who still owned the land 
around the cottages.  His cows and 
a delightful friendly bull named Rufus 
were often in the field next to our 
growing house. They had to come 
through the gateway where Punch 
had been behaving strangely.  George, 
the herdsman, said to Mum; “The old 
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bull always used to go for something 
just there in the lane but we never saw 
what it was that upset him”

On delving into local history we found 
out that the former owner of the farm 
had got into financial trouble. He had 
burnt down some buildings to get the 
insurance, but had been pinched for 
arson.  He hanged himself in a tree- 
filled hollow just opposite the gateway 
at the corner of our still unfenced 
garden.  I never got any spooky 
sensation but did sometimes feel 
there was an atmosphere of sadness 
or desperation hanging about the 
particular place.   My younger brother 
John, who often came home late, said 
he hated to go past that hollow at night. 
He said this before we knew about the 

tragic history of the poor farmer.  Did 
the animals see some manifestation 
of this unfortunate unhappy man? Are 
there such things? I don’t know, but 
would never swear that there are not.
The hollow is probably not there any 
more but I wonder if any villager has 
ever noticed anything unusual?”

Can anyone in the village relate to this 
article or have memories of Rosemary 
Edmonds as she then was.  if so, I 
would be delighted to pass comments 
on to Rosemary.

Has anyone any other spooky stories 
about Braishfield?

Mike Horton 

Even the most cynical of disbelievers 
was reduced to helpless laughter 

and sheer disbelief as Ian Keable, 
splitting his entertainment into two 
45 minute stints of delightful and 
unremitting humour and astonishing 
magic, kept us utterly entranced. 

This was not simply sleight of hand 
with small objects – in one episode 
a genuine Victorian chair (proved by 
audience participation) was visibly 
inserted legs down into a  tube that 
only just accepted it and by some 
extraordinary alchemy, emerged legs 
up; not satisfied with that, he shook 
out four or five chairs from the same 
tube. Quite astonishing, and you have 
to question where reality fuses with 
the magic of the world we inhabit. 

The only sad note was the small 
attendance but perhaps half term got 
in the way.  Richard Brazier has found 
an absolute gem in Ian, and I believe 
he should be asked back, perhaps 
for a matinee performance with a 
commensurately large attendance of 
parents and children.  I promise you, 
even as a cynical old sea dog, that not 
one of you will be disappointed.

The children, led simply by the instant  
and unrehearsed  response of  their 
parents, will gasp in sheer disbelief 
and emerge with grins of wonderment!   
I may be 70 now but I still believe that 
we live in a magical and wonderfully 
mysterious world!

Editor

A Dickensian Mirth and Mystery Evening
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Obituary-Norman Fielder 29 May 1922 - 3 Sep 2014
An edited version of the address given 
by Revd Terry Hinks at Braishfield United 
Reformed Church

Today we gather to remember 
Norman and his long life in this 

village he so loved and to which he 
gave so much of his energy and time 
and strong opinions!  
Back in December last year the 
family came here to give thanks for 
Norman’s beloved wife Doreen.  Now 
we remember them both, bound 
together in our thoughts and prayers.  

Norman was a Braishfield man through 
and through.  Born in Chapel Gardens 
right next to this church on 29 May 
1922, he was one of four children with 
sister Cynthia and brothers Ted and 
Bill.    Norman’s parents were Fred 
and Rose; Fred was a farm labourer 
but they also ran one of the village 
shops.  Norman would deliver milk 
and had a few adventures; a long 
horned cow knocking him into the 
hedge; tumbling off his bike!   He left 
school at fourteen and worked on the 
farm.  He joined the Braishfield Social 
Club at the age of seventeen and 
remained a member ever since.  So 
today we remember Norman, the true 
Braishfield villager, wanting the best 
for this community and never afraid 
to be outspoken (sometimes to the 
embarrassment of his family!)

War was approaching.  Norman joined 
the Home Guard before enlisting with 
the regular army, being posted to 
India with the Gordon Highlanders.  
He admired the Sikh soldiers and 

served with distinction, taking part 
in the gruelling Burma campaign.  In 
later years he was reluctant to dwell 
on those hard times.  A few comments 
reminded the family of how hard it 
sometimes was.  On his 21st birthday 
Norman was up to his neck in mud 
and bullets.  He recalled being sent on 
a suicide mission behind enemy lines - 
and returning safe with his comrades, 
much to everyone’s surprise.

In peacetime he toured Britain for 
a while as part of a recruitment 
campaign.  He continued to serve in 
the Territorial Army.  The army had a 
big influence and Norman always kept 
that smartness and self discipline: 
the tie was dead straight, the shoes 
were polished, everything was neat 
and tidy.  So we give thanks today 
for Norman, the soldier serving his 
country, the gentleman.

Returning to Braishfield he took work 
at Vosper Thorneycroft, riding down 
to the works on his trusty bicycle.  
Norman trained as a blacksmith and 
welder and worked for Reed and 
Mallik and later Lockiers and Test 
Valley Engineering.  His work ranged 
from the tiger cage at London Zoo 
to replica nails, as fundraising for the 
Mary Rose.  He made fire escapes 
and big gates and worked on projects 
across the country, including in 
Scotland.  As a Grade 1 welder he 
was in great demand.  He survived 
accidents and burns.  His work 
clothes were rarely undamaged, but 
served their purpose; even the half-
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burned jumper.  He retired officially at 
65 but continued part time, later doing 
odd jobs to the age of 84.   So we give 
thanks for Norman, the blacksmith 
and welder, hard working and highly 
skilled, honest and thorough.

On Saturdays he played football in the 
Braishfield team.  There’s a wonderful 
photo of Norman and the team soon 
after the war lined up in their striped 
shirts.  Arms folded, he looks ready to 
score a few goals.  Alongside football 
was cricket, which he umpired for 
many years.  So remember Norman, 
the skilled sportsman.
But football wasn’t everything. In 
1948 he was down in Woolworths in 
Romsey when he spotted a young lady 
in a white hat – and was immediately 
smitten.  He told a friend on another 
occasion: ‘One day I’m going to marry 
that girl!’.  The Saturday WI dances 
were an opportunity for Norman to 
take that forward.   On 20 August 
1949 Norman and Doreen were 
married at All Saints’ Parish Chuch, 
the beginning of a long and devoted 
married life.  We give thanks for that 
long devoted marriage – for the 64 
years they shared with so many joys.

Norman and Doreen delighted in 
the birth of three children between 
1950 and 1953; John, Michael and 
Rosemary; they must have been 
quite a handful!  Then Doreen arrived 
in 1958, and finally Hilary in 1967, a 
late surprise that kept Norman and 
Doreen young at heart.   5 Hill View 
was very much the centre of family 
life.   Doreen was home-maker and 
mum but Norman played his part 

too and was a great dad.  He loved 
to see the garden full of children and 
would wheel the children around in 
his huge homemade wheel barrow.  
In later years Doreen and Norman 
delighted in many grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.  Family was all 
important to them.  In recent months, 
following Doreen’s death, Norman 
so appreciated the family’s care and 
support; he commented how lucky he 
was to have such wonderful children.  
So we remember Norman, the 
devoted husband and loving family 
man, immensely proud of each of his 
five children, fourteen grandchildren 
and nine great-grandchildren.  

He loved his garden and grew so many 
vegetables and flowers over the years, 
still sowing the long row of runner 
beans this year as always.  That’s how 
family and friends remember him, in 
his garden to which he had devoted so 
many hours over the years; patiently 
nurturing seedlings to fruition.   It is 
so appropriate that the church is full 
of harvest produce today as we give 
thanks for Norman, the gardener.

Life was not always easy for Norman;  
as a child he had operations for his 
hare-lip and cleft palate; he was 
badly burnt as a youngster.  He had 
numerous accidents on the sports 
field and on his bicycle.  It was only 
seven years ago that he rode his old 
bike to the dump and left it there.  Here 
was  a man of simple pleasures and 
great courage and dignity.    His family 
summed him up as a real gentleman, 
hard working, courageous, polite and 
honest to a fault.  
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Sheep Matter at Elm Grove

Poor Tilly, Kate’s oldest dog, had 
a major, successful, (and very 

expensive) operation a few weeks 
ago, but having a week or so of home 
comforts sleeping in a warm wet-
room and being made a fuss of, she 
is now back to sleeping in the barn 
and controlling sheep!

I have been reading a delightful 
book about a chap who became a 
tenant farmer in the 1920’s – he is 
fast becoming a hero of mine – and 
the chapter on sheep with mentions 
of sheep dogs was very interesting.  
While you are training a sheep dog, 
when the dog turns right you say the 
word that will be used to tell the dog 
to turn right when it is working, then 
it will begin to associate that word 
with turning right, same for left, back, 
forth and stop and so on.  Not rocket 
science but I really hadn’t realised that 
was how it was done.  I mentioned 

this to Kate and she said that you do 
need the sheep to be a little bit scared 
of the dog as well.  The yearlings - 
ewes that haven’t lambed yet  - that 
she bought from Wilton Sheep Fair a 
few weeks ago didn’t take any notice 
of the dog at all to start with – they 
just stood and looked at her, then 
advanced gently sniffing the air!
The ewes, including the ones recently 
bought, which are the same breed as 
her other ewes as they make the best 
mothers, have all been prepared for 
the next part their lives – and the rams 
are going into the fields with them 
about now.  And so it goes on.
This weather is just wonderful for 
the grass, which is still growing, so 
there is hope that the hay bales that 
were made in the summer will last for 
however long the winter goes on for 
at the end of the season.  .

Wendy Quarendon   

The Bugle Sounded We have been raising money for our churches 
and for SSAFA for the past 6 months since 
the booklet shown here was created.  Thanks 
are due to George Elliott and John Rhodes 
for the concept and considerable input, and 
to our Editor for bringing it altogether and 
producing it.  
Thanks also to all those willing people who 
have helped us sell it and to all of you who 
have bought it.  The total raised so far is 
£259.50.  The booklet is still available in our 
village shop if anyone would like a copy but 
we will wind up this initiative at the end of 
the year.

Sue Mullane

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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VILLAGE LUNCH DATES CHRISTMAS AND 2015

Please keep up the excellent support for the Lunches; it’s a great opportunity 
to catch up with local new, and enjoy each other’s company.
Help:  
Volunteers are always wanted and welcome throughout the year- to make 
soups and puddings and/or help on the day.  Please get in touch with me 
if you can offer help in any way and you will be royally welcomed!  The 
lunches have thrived because of our willing team of helpers including those 
putting up the tables and greeting everyone.

MONDAY 08 DECEMBER  CHRISTMAS LUNCH 2014!
MONDAY 12 JANUARY  2015
MONDAY 9  FEBRUARY  2015
MONDAY 9  MARCH  2015
MONDAY 13 APRIL  2015
MONDAY 11 MAY   2015
MONDAY  8  JUNE  2015
MONDAY 13 JULY  2015
MONDAY  14 SEPTEMBER 2015
MONDAY 12 OCTOBER  2015
MONDAY 9 NOVEMBER  2015
MONDAY 14 DECEMBER  2015

Julie Kemp  Tel: 368894
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!
To Braishfield & King Somborne

!
For all your everyday Beauty needs

I have  11 years experience in the beauty industry and am so excited to be opening a 
beauty studio in the beautiful Hampshire countryside.

We are holding an open day on Tuesday 9th December

Treatments will be offered at 50% discount throughout the day and for any 
treatments booked and paid for on the day.

Come visit us from 9:30am 09/12/14

Northwood House Cottage 

King Somborne Rd

Braishfield 

SO51 0QU

Tel 07541230908

www.iconic-beauty.co.uk

 Beauty
ICONIC

Studio

Manicures 

Pedicures 

Shellac Nails 

Acrylic Nails 

File n` Polish 

Lash n` Brow tint 

Tanning 

Party Lashes 

Waxing



31

P - U - R - E - S - T- R E - T- C - H

10am – 10.55 Tuesdays  Braishfield Church Room
 Improves flexibility, releases muscular tension. Develops core 

strength.
Reduces mental and Physical Fatique. Calms thoughts and 
Restores Energy. Suitable for any age group. Easy to follow, 

sociable and Lighthearted.

P-U-R-E-S-T-R-E-T-C-H HELPS YOU TO GET PHYSICALLY READY FOR 
ACTIVITIES OR JUST LOUNGING COMFORTABLY.  FOR ATHLETES AND 

COUCH POTATOES ALIKE!!
Access Purestretch on the net 

www.purestretch.co.uk 
and see for yourself!

Please register your interest first to 
vonnypilates@gmail.com 

or telephone 07766 304818

Property Maintenance & Handyman Services 

Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating :  Wallpapering 
Sheds & Fences Erected,:    Painted & Re felted Hedge Cutting & 

Strimming
Floor & Wall Tiling:  Small Carpentry Work

Windows & Doors Repaired & Replaced:  House & Garden 
Clearance

Fascia Boards & Gutters Cleaned, Repaired & Replaced 
Driveways & Paths Repaired & Re surfaced 

Kitchens & Bathrooms Fitted:  Ground Works & Drainage 
Brick work & Repointing work:  Collection & Delivery Service

Plus many other areas of maintenance work & odd jobs carried 
out 

Ben Kington 
Telephone : 01794 368536 

Mobile : 07866551725 Fully insured  References available
Free Estimates 
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 BRAISHFIELD SOCIAL CLUB

Weekly Events
Monday Nights  -Free Pool
Wednesday Nights -Zumba 6.30pm
Thursday Nights -Table Tennis Club 7 - 9pm
Friday Nights  -Fortnightly Quiz
Saturday Nights  -Meat Draw
Sunday Nights  -Bingo 

We also have Pigeon Club, Dart and Crib teams 
always looking for new members.
Snooker Room, Table Football, Skittle Alley all 
available to Non Members.
Braishfield Amateur Table Tennis Society (BATTS) 
meet most Thursdays and are currently open to new 
members.

ALSO
Large Function Room and Annexe for use by Members 
and Non Members.

We now hold the Village Wheelchair for anyone 
wishing to borrow it.

Please contact our Steward, Les Sykes on 01794 
368458 (evenings

Email: braishfieldsocialclub@hotmail.co.uk
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• 

 

    Re-hydrating Foot Massage with Every Treatment!

    For Appointments Call:   07969 067 955
 
 Laura Bevan   For More Information Please Visit: 
 Foot Health Practitioner  www.braishfieldbeauty.co.uk
 SAC Dip FHPT FHPP   Menu Link - Foot Care Clinic.

Braishfield Beauty 
Foot Care Clinic

• Toe Nail Cutting & Filing
• Reduction of Thickened Nails
• Cracked Heel Treatment
• Diabetic Foot Care

• Reduction & Removal of Corns & Verrucas
• Reduction & Removal of Callus/Hard Skin
• Ingrowing Toe Nails
• Foot Care Advice

! !  !!
Skintruth Facial Evening At The Dog & Crook. 

Sunday 9th November. 6.30pm to 8.30pm. 
Calling all ladies who would like a fun yet informational evening sampling the 

professional, Skintruth facial product range. 
The evening will involve cleansing, exfoliation and mask demonstrations. 

You can feel and smell products, whilst getting professional skincare advice. 
£2.50 Per Person. 25 places available please contact to reserve a place. 

It will be an enjoyable ladies night!!! !
Includes a glass of bubbly and nibbles. 

Skintruth Product Raffle Draw. !
No obligation to purchase however products are available to order along with  

skintruth hand and feet gift sets, perfect for Christmas gift ideas!!   
Any enquiries or to reserve a place please call Laura on: 07969 067 955  

and leave your full name and contact number. Thank you.
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The Wheatsheaf Braishfield
01794 368652

Pool table

Real Ales

Families welcome

Dogs welcome

Large garden

Traditional home made food
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 !
Domestic Electrical Installer 

• Additional lights and sockets 
• New part or full installations 
• New Consumer units 
• Outdoor lighting and power 
• Power and lights for garages and outbuildings 
• Fault finding and repair 
• Other domestic requirements !

  Peter Henery at Pendle Cottage, Braishfield Road 
  Tel: 01794 367404  Mob: 07580 054468 
   E-mail peter@homeworksofromsey.co.uk 
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Relationship breakdown, divorce, 
splitting up, rows with your ex?
Worried about the children, your home, money, 

job?
We can help – We can offer  

Legal  Aid for 
Mediation

Why not contact us on 0800 032 2188 / 01794 
524395 or email us at: admin@arenamediation.co.uk

www.arenamediation.co.uk
We can see you in Romsey, Southampton, Eastleigh, 
Winchester and other locations across Hampshire.
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PERSONAL TRAINER

• Feeling Overweight and overwhelmed at the challenge of losing weight?

• Tired of the Gym?

• Not seeing any results for your efforts?

• Looking to improve your day to day wellbeing?

All sessions are tailored to your needs and your own personal goals!

Call Michelle on 07787 526619

Or email: personaltrainer.hughes@gmail.com

For more information see
www.personaltrainermichelle.co.uk
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!

!!!!!!

!!!!
Providing a comprehensive range of high quality  

legal services to our local community 

!!!!
01962 844544 !

Star Lane House, Staple Gardens, Winchester,  
SO23 9AD           

 www.shentons.co.uk

   

!
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MARTYN DENNIS
Painter and Decorator

• Fully qualified

• Over 20 years experience

• Interior and exterior

• Superior finish

• Quality branded materials

• Competitive quotes

Tel:- 01794 279126 or 01794 501587

Mob:- 07734 938792

W.W.H. Ewens Insurances Adviser  
36 The Hundred, Romsey, Hampshire, SO51 8BX  

 

Tel:  01794 515113   Web:  wwhewens.co.uk 

 
 
         David Ewens APFS CeMAP  

 
 

 

 F I N A N C I A L   P L A N N I N G   
 

INVESTMENTS           LIFE COVER           MORTGAGES           PENSIONS 
 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority  
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Printed and published by ©2003 Braishfield Village Association

Rubbish News

Recyclable materials in cardboard boxes left beside the brown bin on 
recycling weeks will be collected throughout the year.

Recycle weeks beginning: 1st, 15th & 29th December: 
12th & 26th January 2015

Household waste weeks beginning: 8th & 22nd December:  5th & 
19th January 2015.

Garden waste green bags are collected the same week as 
household waste, every other Friday morning.

For Christmas and New Year collection days,  please see the notice which 
will be attached to your bin in December.

Braishfield Village Hall
Flexible space available for social and sporting activities , clubs and 

groups at reasonable rates.
Email: katel.knight@googlemail.com

Tel: 01794 368173
Special Rates for Children’s Parties

Answer to Quiz question (see page 16)
EARTH.  (Every team put Vulcan, confusing Mr Spock from Star Trek with 
the eminent American paediatrician who was born on Earth!)

BRAISHFIELD FLOWER ARRANGEMENT SOCIETY
PROGRAMME 2014/15

Fourth Thursday in the month 7.30pm Village Hall, Braishfield.
Jan 21 AGM (please note Wednesday)

Change of Venue for 2015 – Church Rooms, Braishfield

Feb 26 Inspired by …….Pauline Hurran
March 26 Well Read Volume II    Allison Finch
April 23 Flowers in Fashion      Ann Clark
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! Please see BVA News or Notice Boards for further details.

Regular 
Meetings

      Where   Time    When Next Meetings

Parish Council Comm. Room 
Village Hall

7.00 1st Tues 
ex.Aug

2 Dec 6 Jan 3 Feb

Village Lunch Church Room 12.00 2nd Mon 
ex. Aug

8 Dec 12 Jan 9 Feb

Horticultural 
Society !

Comm. Room 
Village Hall

7.30 2nd Tues 
ex. Jun, 
July, Aug

9 Dec 13 Jan 10 Feb

Flower 
Arrangement 
Society !

Comm. Room 
Village Hall

7.30 4th Thurs 
ex. Aug,  
Dec

21 Jan 
AGM 
(nb 
Wed)

26 Feb 26 
March 
(in 
Church 
Room)

Art Group Church Room 10 - 12 Every Thursday except August

The Pantry & 
Coffee Shop

Comm. Room 
Village Hall

9 - 12 
3 - 6

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
 Saturday  9.00 -12.00

Toddler Group Comm. Room 
Village Hall

10 - 12 Wednesday - tel 367710

Events ! Where When More Details

Christmas Tree 
Festival & Art 
Exhibition

All Saints’ 
Church

5,6,7 December see page 17

United Reformed 
Church Christmas 
Events 

URC & Elttoc
Various dates 

see page 10

All Saints’ Christmas 
Services

All Saints’ 
Church

Various dates see page 11

New Year’s Day walk meet at 
Church Room

January 1st see page 11

Braishfield Village 
Association AGM

Comm. Room 
Village Hall 

January 22nd see page 8

Please refer to www.braishfield.org or your Residents Guide for contact telephone numbers. Details to the 
BVA News Editor or Web Editor if you would like dates of forthcoming events to be published

Braishfield Village Diary


