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Editor’s Notes

This magazine is produced by the Braishfield Village Association and the Editor 
reserves the right to elaborate, withhold or abridge material as space permits.  
The views expressed in this Magazine are not necessarily those of the Editor 
or of the Braishfield Village Association.  Any form of reproducing or copying of 
this publication requires the prior written permission of the Editor.
©Braishfield Village Association 2006.

Written items for the ‘News’ should be sent to:-

The BVA Editor
Hazel Cottage
Braishfield Road
Braishfield 
Romsey SO51 0PR  by the date shown below.

Copy may be written, typed or on PC media but, ideally, by email to: 

 mike@braishfield.org

All items for publication must show the name, address and telephone number 
of the originator.  Letters to the Editor should be on topics relevant to the 
villagers of Braishfield.  The BVA attempts to deliver a copy of the Braishfield 
Residents Guide and the Village Design Statement to all new residents.  If you 
have not received these publications, please contact the News Distributor on 
368099.

BVA Website: www.braishfield.org

Latest copy date for the next issue is Monday March 17th 2014

Braishfield Village Association
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From the Chairman

Well, what a start to the year!  
What with torrential rain, 
floods, traffic delays at the 

Sandy Lane new roundabout, power 
cuts, phone failures and several of us 
getting cross with one another and 
TVBC over affordable housing, not to 
mention the loss of the Ashes and the 
collapse of our team in Australia, it is 
tempting to consider emigration.

But not for long.  We know it will 
pass, and we have several good 
things to look forward to.  The BVA 
will lay on a couple of treats in the 
next few months, starting with a really 
interesting and different wine tasting 
in February, with eight wines being 
presented and talked about by Roger 
Marchbank, who has been a vineyard 
owner and wine maker for the past 
27 years and at one time looked 
after Lord Montague’s vineyard in 
Beaulieu.  Two English wines (one 
of them sparkling), and six others, 
including a dessert wine to finish.  
You’ll see the details on a later page.  
Book yourselves in early because 
space will be limited.

Then in April, on 23rd, which as every 
school boy and girl will know (I wish!) 
is both St George’s Day and the 
birthday (and probably the day if his 
death too) of William Shakespeare, 
the BVA will proudly present an 
evening to remember, in association 
with BMADS.  Again you’ll find more 
details later in this issue of the News.  
It will be a ‘bring your own dinner and 
drinks’ affair, with the entertainment 

occurring between courses.  It will be 
a good laugh, I assure you.

This will be followed by another 
glorious summer. 

(Difficult to type that with fingers 
crossed!)

Back to the power cuts:  The Parish 
council are raising the matter with 
Scottish and Southern Energy and 
asking for action to ensure that the 
failures of our local transmission 
equipment are sorted.  

The BVA has also written to 
complain.  Meanwhile we salute the 
inventiveness and ‘spirit of the blitz’ 
displayed by those who were without 
power over the Christmas period!

As for affordable housing, at the time 
of writing we await TVBC’s response 
to the replies that  villagers have 
sent in regarding the Hyde Housing 
planning application. 

The BVA  wrote in objection, mainly 
against the chosen site, and urged 
TVBC to look again at some of the 
earlier sites mentioned.  

There is a need for some additional 
housing, even if it’s not ‘urgent’ in 
their estimation, so we have been 
pushing for a fresh look at how best 
to meet it.  Democracy in action?  

Time will tell.
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From the Editor

Erratum:

A typing error crept into the report of the Village Show in the December 
Braishfield News. Page 22:

Two items, one of dance, the other drama, were provided by Felicity's School 
of Dance (not Fidelity School of Dance as reported!  (My apologies - Editor)  

This is also be a good opportunity to mention that Felicity’s School has a show 
coming up in BVH on Sunday 20th July - do come and support your local 
children; tickets will be available from the beginning of June 2014.

Following the fun and games over 
Christmas (divided more or less 

equally between exactly that and the 
challenge of power cuts and flooding), 
I anticipated a drop in articles this 
time as everyone draws breath and 
re-charges for the year ahead.

But because I was so overwhelmed 
by your magnificent input to the 
Christmas edition (48 pages), I felt 
that I should keep the page count 
up this time to at least 44 pages, 
just to reassure you all that the BVA 
magazine lives without resorting to a 
snorkel or generator! To that end you 
will spot a few pages of light-hearted 
‘ nonsense’ in the middle. Shoot me 
mercilessly if you disapprove!

More seriously,  please note the 
Power Cut article in Notices (page 
6), put together by Chris Balchin. I’m 
sure you are aware of the details on 
compensation but if not, please act on 
it; the stable door may have slammed 

after the horse has bolted, but the 
power companies are responding.

Another initiative emerging from 
the recent Old Testament weather 
(this time from George Elliott) is 
the concept of setting up a local 
Emergency Cell, linked to the higher 
borough and county organisations, to 
ensure that in dire conditions nobody 
is overlooked in the village – again 
Notices (page 7) covers this briefly. 
 
One further  ‘domestic’ question: 
what do you think of the new Diary 
lay-out on the back page? Chris 
Balchin proposes this as easier to 
read and digest. 

Finally the usual homily!  A magazine 
is only as good as the contributions 
which populate it. You have all done 
brilliantly in 2013.  Please keep it 
coming in, the more the merrier, 
during this year.
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Donations to Braishfield Village Association News

We would like to thank all those who donated toward the cost of the 
Braishfield News last year.  We hope that the content of the News makes 
good village reading and keeps you up to date with events.  We do not run 
it on a subscription basis but we obviously incur costs to publish.  We would 
welcome any support you can give to keep the News viable during 2014 and 
we would  like to thank those who helped us last year.  If you wish to make 
a donation please complete this slip and forward it to the address below and 
please make cheques payable to Braishfield Village Association.

BVA Treasurer
Mrs Sheila Still
Orchard View
Braishfield
SO51 0QB

Tel: 01794 368384
email: bva@f2s.com

Thank you.
David Robinson - Chairman

$-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------$

I enclose a donation of £      towards the running cost of the BVA.

Name (please print)  ---------------------------------------------------

Address  ---------------------------------------------------

   ---------------------------------------------------

   ----------------------------------------------------

Postcode  ----------------------

Tel:   ---------------------------------------------------

email:   ----------------------------------------------------

As an alternative, a Standing Order form to make annual donations to the 
work of the Braishfield Village Association is available.  Please contact the 
Treasurer, Sheila Still, and she will send you one.
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 Notices 
Power loss in Braishfield

Extreme weather in Central Southern England over Christmas 2013 caused 
partial loss of power on one phase to post codes SO51 0PQ, SO51 0PR, SO51 
0QH and SO51 0QB in Braishfield.

The gale force winds of up to 80mph and heavy rain that moved through the 
south of England on 23 and 24 December lasted many hours and resulted in 
extensive flooding, fallen trees and considerable damage to the Scottish & 
Southern Power Distribution (SSPD) network. 

From the SSPD website:

“Our customers’ patience during this time was exceptional and, to provide 
support during the power cut, we provided hot meals and accommodation.
However, in recognition of the severity of the event, we are offering all domestic 
and business customers who were without electricity for 48 hours a payment 
of £54 and further payments of £54 for each subsequent full 12 hour period.

The timing of this weather event will have disrupted many of our customers’ 
Christmas plans, and some will not be eligible for these payments. Hence we 
are extending our goodwill payments so that any customer who was without 
electricity for any time on Christmas Day, regardless of the duration of the 
power cut, will be guaranteed £75.”

SSPD will be writing to all customers they believe are eligible for compensation 
following this extreme weather event; however, customers can also apply 
online www.ssepd.co.uk/Home/  or www.ssepd.co.uk/goodwill
by completing their compensation form: or Telephone 0800 9801395

The Braishfield Ukulele Music Society (B.U.M.S) 

During 2013 we entertained at 12 different venues including the TVBC 
Pensioners in December.  Our efforts seemed to be well received, as we are 
proud to announce that they made a donation of £60, which we then donated 
to the Romsey Young Carers. This is our first donation and I would like to 
express my gratitude to all members of B.U.M.S who were present.

Ron Blizard 
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 Notices cont.
Emergency Planning

Following the recent extreme weather which brought widespread national 
and local flooding and power cuts, George Elliott has raised the subject of 
establishing an Emergency Plan for the Village which would ensure a coherent 
response of “care” for all our parishioners – i.e a semi-formal organisation 
through which immediate requests for help and advice could be sought and 
provided.

 The concept was supported in principle at the recent BVA Committee meeting, 
and will be taken forward with advice from Emergency Planning Officers in 
organisations such as TVBC and Hampshire County Council. Clearly this 
local, hopefully straightforward, infrastructure must  be established with the 
agreement of individuals in the village.

Once an initial arrangement is agreed it will be incorporated,  via the appropriate 
BVA Magazines on the way,  into the next edition of the Residents Guide (2015).  

Braishfield Parish Council

Due to the retirement of John Rhodes, we have a vacancy for a PARISH CLERK 
and RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER. 
This is a part time position involving approximately 5 hours per week with one 
evening meeting on the 1st Tuesday of each month. The clerk is expected 
to work from home and have their own computer and transport. This a paid 
position.

For further information, please apply to the Chairman Braisfield Parish Council
Mike Prince, Yew Tree Cottage, Church Lane, 
Braishfield, SO51 0QH
Phone 01794 368339   
E-mail  yewtree.cottage@btinternet.com

Newport Inn  

In case anyone is unaware, the latest news is that Fullers (the Brewers) have 
put the Newport Inn up for sale, advertised as a Pub, through Savills in 
Winchester. The adjoining land (some 50 acres) is not for sale. 
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 Notices cont.
Thanks

Once again at the end of another year, I would like to express my thanks to 
our 14 wonderful distributors without whom no-one would receive and enjoy 
this magazine!

No-one ever complains, you give up your time selflessly and you are out there 
without question come rain or shine, but rest assurred, you are very much 
appreciated.  Thank you all from all the Committee.

A special thanks to Kate Marshall who has now handed back her round to 
Meryl Balchin after 8 years of holding the reins for her.  

Sue Mullane

Braishfield United Reformed Church

During Morning Service on Sunday 19th January 2014 a cheque for £1806.35p 
was presented to Dian Pomeroy on behalf of Anne, and Mike and Judy 
McMath, for the Don McMath Foundation School in the Gambia.  The school 
was founded by Anne McMath 10 years ago in memory of her late husband 
Don, and this was the charity chosen by the Church for 2013.

Thank you to all who have organised so many events over the past year, and 
to all the general public who have supported the fund-raising effort. As a direct 
result of your efforts this sum will sponsor three children through their entire 
education, and hopefully a successful life thereafter.

Pat Taylor

Curious about your Family History?

I know of several villagers who have an interest in Family History and/or local 
history.  If you would like the chance to get together and share our interests 
then Julie Kemp and I would be happy to arrange an informal gathering either 
at my home or a local pub.  We are just gauging interest at the moment so, if 
you would like to meet up (date, time and place to be fixed) then either call me 
on 367874 or e-mail me jillybriggs@btinternet.com or 
Julie  julieakemp@googlemail.com.

Jill Briggs
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From the Parish Council Chairman

A New Year is always a time to 
look back on the previous year, 
to look forward to the current 

year, to welcome those who are new 
to the village and say goodbye to 
friends who we have lost during the 
past year.

The  School oak tree and our village 
symbol has finally been condemned 
and is due to be removed during 
the February half-term holiday. The 
replacement is still under discussion, 
but with the guidance of Hillier's a 
suitable specimen will be planted.

The roundabout at the Crossroads is 
now being built and we await to see 
if it will be an improvement to road 
safety at the junction.

The major issue in the village during 
2013 has been the Affordable 
Housing Proposals, and following 3 
exhibitions and many meetings the 
plans have been submitted to Test 
Valley Borough Council and we await 
the outcome in due course.

Southern Water and their contractor, 
Clancy Docra have completed the 
installation of new water mains in the 
village and our thanks go to them for 
the co-operation and helpfulness with 
which the work was carried out.

The Parish Council raised grants to 
enable it to appoint contractors to 
upgrade the surface of the children's 
play area, thus ensuring that any 
risk of accidents are reduced and a 

cleaner and better environment is 
available for the children.

Sadly, with the death of Janet, the 
Newport has, after many years as 
the best known pub in Braishfield, 
had to close and we await the future 
outcome of the site which is owned 
by Fuller's. The history, atmosphere 
and its traditions are now no more 
and Braishfield is a poorer place 
because of its loss.

The Football Club have now 
completed their new pavilion and it is 
a great improvement to the Recreation 
Ground and we wish them continued 
success in the future.

The Parish Council has remained 
constant in its membership this 
year and I thank all the members 
for their hard work during 2013. Our 
clerk, John Rhodes, has decided to 
retire from the post of Clerk to the 
Council and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank him for all the 
years of service to the Council and 
the village.

May I, on behalf of all the members of 
the Parish Council, wish you all a very 
happy, healthy and peaceful 2014.

Mike Prince

Chairman 

Braishfield Parish Council     
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Romsey and District NCT Branch  (National Childbirth Trust)

The Romsey and District Branch of the NCT are relaunching their tea groups 
for new mothers.
Tea groups are small groups of new Mums with babies of a similar age who 
meet regularly to share their experiences and to support each other through 
the highs and lows of parenthood. The tea groups are a great way to make 
friends, in fact these friendships often last many years.
Groups usually meet weekly at each others houses for tea, biscuits and a chat. 
Anyone is welcome to come to a tea group, you don't have to be an NCT 
member.
If you have a young baby, or are expecting a baby, and would like to know 
more, please email teagroups@romseynct.hampshire.org.uk. To find out more 
about the NCT locally or get involved in our branch please contact 
enquiries@romseynct.hampshire.org.uk

Astri Ablitt
Romsey and District NCT Branch  

Braishfield 200 Club  in 2013

The 200 Club continues to flourish, with more new members joining than those 
few who have left us.  We raised a total of £3355 during the year, of which 
£1334 was paid out in prizes, with each monthly prize being something over 
£100. 

We were also able to support various good causes to the tune of £2001, almost 
all of them being local to the village or Romsey – All Saints church, the village’s 
Social Contact Group, the Jumbulance Trust (run by Mrs Chris Chisholm in 
Farley Chamberlayne), Serve Direct (the Dugdales’ work in Africa), Romsey 
Young Carers (run by Tim Ballantyne), and our own Senior Citizens’ Lunch.

We also made donations to the Countess Mountbatten Hospice Charity (in 
memory of the Club’s founder, Andrew Lalonde), and Help for Heroes, in 
memory of Janet Cook. 

Our total administrative expenses for the year were £20, the licence fee we pay 
to TVBC. Recent winners have been Tony and Ann Chant (December) and Kate 
Marshall (January).

Anyone can join.  £5 a month gives you five chances to win the monthly prize, 
and you will be supporting more good causes  Call me, David Robinson, on 
368774 and I’ll sign you up.



11

Wine tasting
Friday 21st February 

7.30pm

 in the Village Hall Committee Room

Our Presenter will be Roger Marchbank, a winemaker himself, with a small 
vineyard in Wellow, and very knowledgeable about the wines of the world.  He 
hopes to be joined by a colleague, Stan Gristie, who also owns a vineyard and 
is a wine merchant from Woodfalls.

They will present and talk about eight wines, two of which will be English.  
  They’ll also talk about their experiences as 
  wine makers.

  Always a popular evening in the cold winter  
  evenings months, space is limited so book 

early!  
      Tickets £12 per head from: 

  Sheila Still: 368384;  email  bva@f2s.com

Forthcoming BVA Events

St. George’s Day Celebration
23rd April  7.30pm
in the Village Hall

Based on the same principle as the Murder Mystery Evening; bring your 
own suppers and drink; make up tables of 6-8 beforehand, or join in with 
others on the night.  Entertainment will be provided by the BMADS team, on 
the themes of St George, England and the 
English, and Shakespeare (it’s his birthday 
on 23rd too).  Should be a good laugh, and 
herald Spring with any luck!. 
 
Tickets from Sheila Still again, nearer the 
time.  Put it in your diaries now!  More detail 
in the April BVA News. 
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VILLAGE LUNCH SPECIAL

Keep up the excellent support for the Lunches; it’s a great opportunity to catch 
up with local news, generally “chew the fat” – and enjoy the wonderful soups, 
bread and puddings!  

Help: Volunteers are always wanted and welcome throughout the year: to make 
soups and puddings and/or to help on the day. Please get in touch with me if 
you can offer help in any way and you will be royally welcomed!     The lunches 
have thrived because of our willing team of helpers including those putting up 
the tables and greeting everyone.   We all wish Colin Kemp (our greeter!) a very 
rapid recovery and hope to see him back at the Lunches shortly.

Special: February 10th   After the success of last year’s Valentine’s Day lunch 
with the men in charge, we are now establishing the tradition of handing it all 
over to the boys for the day!   The net has been spread far and wide; amongst 
other doubtless excellent offerings, we are expecting a positive lake of original 
soups, a mountain of exotic breads and a deluge of chocolate!

VILLAGE LUNCH DATES 2014

MONDAY  10  FEBRUARY  Valentine's Day Special lunch organised by the men

MONDAY  10  MARCH

MONDAY  07  APRIL  -  NB This is the first Monday (to avoid school hols)

MONDAY  12  MAY

MONDAY  09  JUNE

MONDAY  14  JULY  (AUGUST – no lunch)

MONDAY  08  SEPTEMBER

MONDAY  13  OCTOBER

MONDAY  10  NOVEMBER

MONDAY  08  DECEMBER – CHRISTMAS  LUNCH

Meryl Balchin, 368427 or meryl@balchin99.fsnet.co.uk
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A Community Shop for Braishfield
The village hall income from rentals has fallen, and it would seem likely that 
it will reduce further over the next few years. We urgently need a new income 
stream.

Over the last eight months we have run the ‘Coffee Shop’ every Tuesday 
morning and on Thursday afternoons during term time. In that very limited 
time we have raised over £1,000 in profit.  The takeaway sales do well and 
are growing.  Homemade cakes , scones, crisps, plants, and ice cream in the 
Summer have all been popular.

The village hall committee has therefore decided to look seriously at the 
feasibility of running a community shop out of the hall sooner rather than later. 
If we can get enough volunteers together, we think we could make a  profit 
for the hall, and develop a great  asset for the village.  Hopefully, it would 
promote the hall as the hub of the community, and help alleviate any loneliness 
or isolation that some villagers might be experiencing. 

Are you able and willing to help?  

We need volunteers to help with the  planning and organisation of the shop.  We 
also really need volunteers who will be willing to give an afternoon or morning 
of their time once a month to help serve in the shop. Please do come along to 
our meeting to meet and see how you might help. 

Come and join our first planning meeting at the village hall on Monday 
10th February  at 7:30 pm, to share thoughts and ideas and a glass of wine.

If you think you would like to help but cannot come that evening please contact 
me by phone or email. 
We do need to know, at an early stage, how many volunteers we will have.
We cannot do this without you.

01794 367214

marian.latchman@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Looking forward to seeing you

   Marian Randall.                     
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Braishfield Horticultural Society

The first talk of 2014 was given by 
Kevin Hobbs about the selection, 

trial and introduction of new, rare 
and unusual plants. Kevin calls 
himself ‘a grower’ and  has worked 
with plants since he was 14. Living 
locally, he joined Hillier, got to know 
Roy Lancaster and moved on to run 
a nursery on virgin land. Here he grew 
rare plants from seed and sold all over 
the world. He was appointed back to 
Hillier as the manager of their nursery 
and is now a director.

He told us of the big coup of competing 
against the EU and winning the order 
to supply trees for the Olympics, a 
massive delivery which will continue 
for another five years.

He helped supply 2500 unusual 
grasses to the ‘High Line’ garden in 
New York – a natural garden above 
roof tops. 

His nursery has the biggest collection 
of woody plants in the world and 
produces specific plants in huge 
numbers more so than any other 
nursery. They always trial plants 
before putting them on the market.

For example, they were offered a 
bright red Phlox with variegated 
leaves and pressed to buy 5000. 
Sticking to their ideals, they only 
trialled 200. The next year the Phlox 
came up ‘green leaved’!

One speciality is the Hellebore which 
easily cross fertilises. They carefully 

collect seeds from each colour in 
polythene bags, one seed head 
producing thousands of plants, so 
making sure the seeds are pure. 
They sell seeds to merchants like 
Thompson and Morgan. They have 
a white Hellebore ready to flower for 
Christmas!  They are working on a 
disease resistant Elm Tree and will be 
next looking at Ash trees.

This was a fascinating talk opening 
our eyes to the enormous world of 
plant production which is right on 
our doorstep.  With excellent slides 
of plants, he had a great fund of 
interesting and amusing stories.  
Thank you to Kevin.

Each month there is a talk for the 
Society in the Village Hall – 2nd 
Tues in the month at 7.30pm. New 
members are very welcome.

Viv Robinson



15

Braishfield Brownies 2014

Braishfield Brownies have resumed 
their meetings on Wednesday 

evening in the Village Hall.  

This year, 2014, promises to be a very 
exciting year for all of us as it marks a 
double celebration.  

It is 100 years since Brownies began, 
just four years after Girl Guiding was 
founded by Agnes Baden-Powell, 
the sister of Lord Baden-Powell who 
started the Scouting movement.  
Initially Brownies were called 
Rosebuds, but this name proved 
to be unpopular!   It was changed 
to Brownies as Lord Baden-Powell 
remembered stories he had heard 
about helpful mischievous creatures 
called Brownies.  

Our Brownie Centenary year 2014 is 
therefore being referred to as 'The 
Big Brownie Birthday' and events will 
be taking place all over the country 
to celebrate.  Braishfield Brownies 
attended one of the first of these, a 
performance of the pantomime at The 
Mayflower Theatre in Southampton. 
We took our seats along with 
Brownies from all over the Hampshire 
West region.  A trip to Paultons Park is 
planned for February when Brownies 
take over the park for a day.  We are 
also looking to take part in 'The Big 
Brownie Birthday Challenge' (more 
on this later). 

In 2014 Braishfield Brownies also 
celebrates 50 years since our pack 
was re-opened by Mrs Peggy 

Parsons.  There were Brownies in 
Braishfield for a short time in the 
1930’s, but the unit was re-opened in 
1964 and had been going strong ever 
since.  We hope to hold a celebration 
later in 2014, so look out for further 
information if you were a Braishfield 
Brownie yourself.  

On 22nd February every year 
members of Girl Guiding all over the 
world think about their fellow sisters 
all round the world.  This is a special 
date for us marking the Birthdays of 
both Lord Baden-Powell and Olave 
Baden- Powell, his wife, who became 
World Chief Guide.  As we think 
of other Brownies, Guides, Senior 
Section members and their adult 
helpers, we often light a candle.  

As part of ‘The Big Birthday Challenge’ 
this year we are asking anyone who 
was, or is, a Brownie (anywhere in 
the world) to put a light or display in 
their window on World Thinking Day, 
Saturday 22nd February.  We hope as 
many people as possible will be able 
to join us in taking part in this special 
day.

And,  if you find yourself at Crystal 
Palace, why not visit the maze 
redesigned and renovated to mark 
the centenary of Girl Guiding?      
www.girlguiding.org.uk/about_us/
crystal_palace_park_maze 

Charlotte Butterfield, Brown Owl        
brownies@braishfield.org
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Extensive power cuts... days without 
hot water... no phone signal.....no 

TV... after 4+ years in Uganda, we are 
pretty used to the challenges of daily 
life. So we were rather bemused and 
amused to be faced with all that for a 
few days, while back for Christmas in 
Braishfield!  

Anyway.. time for an update: 2013 
was a busy year for us in Uganda. 
Wobulenzi Town Academy (the 
secondary school, where  we have 
been working for 4 years), has 
become more 'settled' into the site, 
with new teachers and some great 
improvements. Photos and detailed 
information are on our exciting, 
brand-new website: www.servedirect.
org.  where you can request regular 
updates and read other accounts by 
Braishfield visitors.  Here are a few 
highlights:

The Bridge' is an exciting and 
innovative project added onto the 
main school site. It is simply a primary 
resource centre and library for local 
primary schools to use free of charge. 
Children visit for 'booster' lessons in 
English and Maths, or just to discover 
the fun of books.

There is little 'reading culture', as we 
understand it, in Uganda, so early 
access to books is a real novelty and 
luxury. Late afternoon and during 
holidays, it is packed with children 
reading for fun, having story time, 
building bricks/ Lego etc, doing 
puzzles - all these are a brand-new 
experience. 

Older children also come to revise. 
Funded by a team of visitors last year, 
The Bridge is a low-cost, simple and 
sustainable resource - and such fun.

News from Wobulenzi, Uganda
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This photo shows the children looking at a 'pop-up' book for the first time!!  

New Library, New Laboratory, New Computer Room;  the new library gives 
space for 100+ students for reading and revision  - not to mention keeping 
up with the latest Premiership Football news! Science education in Uganda 
is generally pretty dire, but generous outside funding has paid for the new 
Lab, equipment, textbooks  and full-time science teachers. Who knows, 
maybe a great scientist or Nobel Prize winner of the future will come from 
WTA.....?!  Learning to use computers gives students a much better chance of 
employment, not to mention access to a wealth of information and research - 
as long as there is power!

The Rock Health Centre was also built and opened on the school site in the 
last year. It is there primarily for the use of the students, but also focuses on 
maternal and child health in the local community. Local people now have 
access to low-cost, good quality medicine and medical care.

Thanks to so many of you for your ongoing interest and support. Do get in 
touch with us if you would like to support the work in Uganda or would like 
information about future team trips: 

info@servedirect.org 

Jerry and Elspeth (Dugdale) + Phil and Michèle (Ball)
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Braishfield Flower Arrangement Society

What a great year for our little 
club!  We started 2013 with our 

AGM and a celebration to mark the 
30th Anniversary of Braishfield Flower 
Arrangement Society.

In June we took part in ‘Symphony of 
Flowers’ at Winchester Cathedral – 
one of our arrangements even making 
it into the official Programme! 

  At the annual Braishfield Horticultural 
Flower Show in July we exhibited 
the highest number of flower 
arrangements ever, which resulted 
in us taking over some of the tables 
designated for the vegetable growers!   
However, the icing on the cake had 
to be our special Open Evening in 
November.  
The packed meeting welcomed 
National Demonstrator Michael 
Bowyer MBE who gave a spectacular 

demonstration entitled ‘A Carol for 
Christmas’.  
Each arrangement was accompanied 
by a beautiful piece of music specially 
chosen by Michael.  The evening 
started on a high note with the ladies 
being greeted with coffee and mince 
pies served by the husbands of 
the committee, resplendent in their 
Christmas Aprons! (see below).

They really did a fantastic job – even 
doing all the washing up.  Watch out 
guys – this could become a regular 
booking!  

It is usual for us to donate some of 
the proceeds from our Open Evening 
to a local charity and this year 
our chosen charity was PLANETS 
(Pancreatic Liver and Neuroendocrine 
Tumours  Southampton). It is a charity 
especially close to our hearts as the 



19

Braishfield Flower Arrangement Society

PROGRAMME 2014

February 27th: ‘Recycle and Reuse’ -  Katie Baxter 

March 27th:  ‘Contrasts’  - Jenny Winstone

April 24th: ‘Thank heavens for little Girls –  Carole Stable Competition –  
   ‘Think Pink’ 
May 22nd:   ‘On Second Thought’ – Margaret Simpson NB Venue –  
      Church Rooms

June 26th:    Summer Party – Church Room

July 24th:  ‘Room to Room’ – Denise Bright
  Competition – Arrangement for the Dining Room

September 25th          ‘The Power of White’ – Diane Norman

October 23rd:            ‘Flora Maestro Please’ – Irene Hickson Competition –  
   Halloween 

November 27th:  OPEN EVENING ‘I’ll be home for Christmas’  -  Emily  
   Broomhead

All meetings held in Braishfield Village Hall at 7.30pm unless stated otherwise.

  Further information from Chairman  – Denise Bright 02380 741299 
or Secretary Eileen Norman 02380 731162.

founder Neil Pearce lives in the village.  
Neil gave a very informative and 
moving presentation on the aims and 
objectives of the charity and the great 
work they are doing.  Following the 
success of this year’s Open Evening 
we are able to donate £500 towards 
this worthy cause.

Our next meeting will be in the Village 

Hall on February 27th  at 7.30pm when 
Katie Baxter will give a demonstration 
entitled ‘Recycle and Re-use’.  She 
is not to be missed so why not come 
along.  See below a full list of our 
programme for this year.

Carole Renvoize
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Where did that saying come from?
Us older people need to learn 
something new every day - just to 
keep the grey matter up.

Where did “piss poor” come from?  
Interesting history:  They used to use 
urine to tan animal skins, so families 
used to all pee in a pot.  And then 
once it was full it was taken and sold 
to the tannery…. If you had to do this 
to survive you were “Piss Poor”
 .............................
But worse than that were the really 
poor folk who couldn’t even afford to 
buy a pot.
 
They “didn’t have a pot to piss in” and 
were the lowest of the low.

.............................

Next time you are washing your hands 
and complain because the water 
temperature isn’t just how you like it, 
think about how things used to be.

Here are some facts about the 1500s.

Most people got married in June 
because they took their yearly bath in 
May, and they still smelt pretty good 
by June.  However, since they were 
starting to smell, brides carried a 
bouquet of flowers to hide the body 
odour.  Hence the custom today of 
carrying a bouquet when getting 
married.
 .............................
Baths consisted of a big tub filled with 
hot water.  The man of the house had 
the privilege of the nice clean water, 
then all the other sons and men, then 

the women and finally the children: 
last of all the babies.  By then the 
water was so dirty you could actually 
lose someone in it, hence the saying, 
“Don’t throw the baby out with the 
bath water”
 .............................
Houses had thatched roofs- thick 
straw piled high, with no wood 
underneath.  It was the only place for 
animals to get warm, so all the cats 
and other small animals (mice, bugs) 
lived in the roof. 
When it rained it became slippery and 
sometimes the animals would slip 
and fall off the roof, hence the saying 
“It’s raining cats and dogs”.  
 .............................
This posed a real problem in the 
bedroom where bugs and other 
droppings could mess up your nice 
clean bed.  Hence a bed with big 
posts and a sheet hung over the top 
afforded some protection.  That’s how 
canopy beds came into existence.
 .............................
The floor was dirt.  Only the wealthy 
had something other than dirt hence 
the saying “Dirt poor”.  
 .............................
The wealthy had slate floors that 
would get slippery in the winter when 
wet, so they spread thresh (straw) on 
the floor to help keep their footing.
As the winter wore on, they added 
more thresh until, when you opened 
the door, it would all start slipping 
outside.  A piece of wood was placed 
in the entrance way, hence a thresh 
hold.
 .............................
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In those days, they cooked in the 
kitchen with a big kettle that always 
hung over the fire. 

Every day they lit the fire and added 
things to the pot.  They ate mostly 
vegetables and did not get much 
meat.  They would eat the stew for 
dinner, leaving leftovers in the pot to 
get cold overnight and then start over 
the next day.  Sometimes stew had 
food in it that had been there for quite 
a while. 
Hence the rhyme:  “Peas porridge hot, 
peas porridge cold, peas porridge in 
the pot nine days old”.
 .............................
Sometimes they could obtain pork, 
which made them feel quite special.  
When visitors came, they would hang 
up their bacon to show off. 

It was a sign of wealth that a man 
could “bring home the bacon”.  They 
would cut off a little to share with 
guests and would all sit around and 
“chew the fat”.
 .............................
Those with money had plates made of 
pewter.  Food with high acid content 
caused some of the lead to leach 
onto the food causing lead poisoning 
death.  

This happened most often with 
tomatoes, so for the next 400 years 
or so, tomatoes were considered 
poisonous.

Bread was divided according to 
status.  Workers got the burnt bottom 
of the loaf, the family got the middle 
and guests got the top or “the upper 

crust”.
 .............................
Lead cups were used to drink ale 
or whisky.  The combination would 
sometimes knock the imbibers out for 
a couple of days. 

Someone walking along the road 
would take them for dead and prepare 
them for burial.  They were laid out on 
the kitchen table for a couple of days 
and the family would gather round 
and eat and drink and wait and see 
if they would wake up.  Hence the 
custom of “holding a wake”.
 .............................
England is old and small and the local 
folks started running out of places to 
bury people.  So they would dig up 
coffins and would take the bones to a 
bone-house, and reuse the grave.

When reopening these coffins,1 out of 
25 coffins was found to have scratch 
marks on the inside and they realised 
they had been burying people alive.  
So they would tie a string on the wrist 
of the corpse, lead it through the 
coffin and up through the ground and 
tie it to a bell. 

Someone would have to sit out in the 
graveyard all night to listen for the 
bell; thus someone could be “saved 
by the bell” or was considered “a 
dead ringer”.
 .............................

And that’s the truth - whoever said 
history was boring!
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For All Healthcare Professionals

What do you see nurses?
What do you see?

Are you thinking when looking at me
A crabbed old woman not very wise

Uncertain of habit with far away eyes.
Who dribbles her food and makes no reply

When you say in a loud voice
“I do wish you’d try”.

Who seems not to notice the things that you do
And forever is losing a stocking or shoe.

Who unresting or not lets you do as you will
With bathing and feeding the long day to fill.

Is that what you’re thinking?
Is that what you see?

Then open your eyes nurses,
You’re not looking at me.

I’ll tell you who I am as I sit here so still,
As I use at your bidding, as I eat at your will.

I’m a small child of ten with a father and mother,
Brothers and sisters who love one another.

A young girl of sixteen with wings on her feet,
Dreaming that soon now a lover she’ll meet.
A bride soon at twenty my heart gives a leap,

I remember the joys, I remember the pain.
And I’m loving and living life over again.

I think of the years all too few - gone too fast.
Bound to each other with ties that should last:

At forty my young ones now grown will soon be gone.
But my man stays beside me to see I don’t mourn:

At fifty once more babies play around my knee.
Again we know children, my loved one and me.
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Dark days are upon me, my husband is dead,
I look at the future I shudder with dread.

For my young are still busy rearing young of their own
And I think of the years and the love I have known.

I’m an old woman now and nature is cruel.
’Tis her jest to make old age look like a fool.

The body it crumbles, grace and vigour depart.
There now is a stone where I once had a heart.

But inside this old carcass,  a young girl still dwells.
And now and again my battered heart swells.

And accept the stark fact that nothing can last.
So open your eyes nurses, Open and see

Not a crabbed old woman, look closer - see ME.

Anon
This poem was found in a hospital locker after the patient had died

Wisdom from the old Empire  

   Pickled in rum
A poem by Khushwant Singh 

Khushwant Singh, a member of the Delhi Gymkhana Club, now 98,wrote for 
Gymkhana Newsletter at 92 years -

The horse and the mule live for 30 years,
And know nothing of wines and beer;

The goat and sheep at 20 die,
And never get a taste of Scotch and rye.

The cow drinks water by the tonne
And at 18 is mostly done

Without the aid of rum and gin.
The cat in milk and water soaks,

And then in 12 short years it croaks.
The modest, sober, bone-dry hen

Lays eggs for others, then dies at 10.
All animals are strictly dry,

They sinless live and swiftly die.
But sinful, ginful, rum-soaked men

Survive for three score years and ten,
And some of them, though very few,

Stay pickled till they’re 92. 
Cheers!
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The weeks have flown by with things 
returning ‘almost’ to normal after 

the Christmas break.  I say ‘almost’ 
normal to reflect the current  weather 
conditions which are far from normal! 

The Country Watch team have been 
busy helping out with recovering 
drowned vehicles, stranded 
passengers and helping with road 
closures and fallen trees!

  Unfortunately, the flooding continues 
and there are still quite a number of 
flood warnings still in place.  I urge you 
to be careful when driving around and 
if you see a ‘Road Closed’ sign please 
abide by it – many people are ignoring 
them and driving around them only to 
find themselves in ‘deep’ trouble a bit 
further down the road when they hit 
several feet of flood water.

These weather conditions, which are 
especially noisy, are the burglar’s 
most useful tool.  Please bear this 
in mind if you hear strange noises 
and your security lights are going 
on and off – although it might be 
the weather it might be Billy Burglar 
taking advantage of the weather for 
cover whilst he goes about his illegal 
exploits.

Also topical at this time of year is an 
increase in the theft of heating oil and 
diesel. Please be vigilant with your 
oil tanks.  There are some very good 
products on the market to assist with 
securing this valuable commodity.  
This includes some special alarms 

which can be fitted to the pump and 
are relatively inexpensive when you 
consider the cost of filling up the tank.

Looking back at last year’s February 
newsletter,  January 2013 saw the 
inaugural meeting of the WIRE 
(Women in Rural Enterprise) Network, 
which is a local group set up to 
support women in business ventures 
in the local area.  I was honoured 
to attend this month’s meeting on 
Tuesday evening where I delivered my 
first public speech in the new role.

Not accustomed to speaking in front 
of an audience I was a little nervous; 
however, the ladies were very 
receptive and welcoming which really 
helped and my input seemed to go 
down well.  I look forward to the next 
meeting.

The women there were most 
inspirational, many having started 
and built businesses in very difficult 
economic times and now coming 
together to provide mutual support 
and the exchange of ideas. 

I know they welcome new members 
so if there are any interested ladies 
out there I can put you in touch with 
the organisers.

Debby Holman

Western Country Watch Sergeant

Police Country Watch
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Police warn of fraudsters
 
Police at Southampton are warning elderly and vulnerable people to be aware 
of attempts to defraud them in telephone calls.

Two Southampton women were telephoned on  January 2 by a woman claiming 
to be called Amy.  She said she was ringing from a London store and that their 
bank cards had been presented to purchase an expensive item. When the 
women said they would ring their banks, Amy said she had their banks on the 
line and would transfer the women. Then a man came on the line and asked for 
their PIN details or offered to send someone around to collect the bank cards.
Both women rang off immediately and contacted Hampshire police. This 
was absolutely the correct action; the advice is never to release your PIN 
information;  a legitimate bank will never ask for those details. 

From the Police:  “It is worrying that these fraud attempts are becoming 
more sophisticated.  Some callers, posing as business people, claim to have 
alerted their local police and even provide a police incident number.  If you are 
suspicious about such a call, hang up and immediately contact Hampshire 
Constabulary on 101.”
 
Susan Rolling    (Tel.Nos: 02380533266: 44140001752: 44140001745)

Romsey District Neighbourhood Watch Association

 
DWELLING BURGLARIES

Romsey Police report an on-going pattern of dwelling burglaries across the 
area. It appears most properties are being targeted during the day and early 
evening. The common sense advice is:

• If they are fitted, remember to set your alarms.
• Keep valuable items in the house out of sight from outside.
• Buy a plug-in light ‘on- off’  timer switch for when you are out ; relatively 

cheap and it sows doubt in the mind of the ‘would-be’  thief.
• Be vigilant for any suspicious person(s) and call the police on 101.
• 
Alyson      
Sgt 223 West, SNT, ROMSEY        
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PLANNING
a) Applications pending or recent outcome

13/02286/TREES Spring Cottage, 
Braishfield Rd

tree work nobj permission

13/02261/TREES Colsons Barn, 
Church Lane

tree work nobj permission

13/02283/FULLS Meadow View, 
Newport Lane

front extension nobj permission

PC original response - Sup supported, Obj objected, Nobj no objection

b) New Planning Applications

The Council considered new planning applications as follows:
13/02646 FULLS V i l l a g e H a l l , 

Braishfield Rd
Extension Support

13/02820 TREES Cherry Hill
Braishfield Rd

Tree work No objection

13/02866 LBWS Hall Place, Eldon 
Lane

Amended renovation 
works

No objection

13/02778 FULLS Land off Braishfield 
Rd

Affordable Housing Objection to the design

c) Braishfield Village Hall

It was agreed to support the application to extend the Village Hall.  However, 
the Council has significant reservations about the lack of a fire exit route round 
the north side of the building owing to the proximity of the boundary at the 
north west corner. The proposal to construct steps up to the playground is 
unlikely to be approved as they are regarded as being unsafe. 
AOB Electricity supply
In view of the apparent unreliability of the electricity supply through the 
substation behind Newport Terrace, the Clerk was asked to write to SSE 
pointing out that the supply was installed at a time when there were far fewer 
houses in the village and that household usage has risen considerably since 
then.

DATE
The next meeting of the PC will be on Tuesday 4th February 2014 at 7.00pm.

Extracts from Braishfield Parish Council Thursday 2nd January 2014
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Property Maintenance & Handyman Services 

Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating :  Wallpapering 
Sheds & Fences Erected,:    Painted & Re felted Hedge Cutting & 

Strimming
Floor & Wall Tiling:  Small Carpentry Work

Windows & Doors Repaired & Replaced:  House & Garden Clearance
Fascia Boards & Gutters Cleaned, Repaired & Replaced 

Driveways & Paths Repaired & Re surfaced 
Kitchens & Bathrooms Fitted:  Ground Works & Drainage 

Brick work & Repointing work:  Collection & Delivery Service
Plus many other areas of maintenance work & odd jobs carried out 

Ben Kington 
Telephone : 01794 368536 

Mobile : 07866551725
Fully insured  References available

Free Estimates 
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 BRAISHFIELD SOCIAL CLUB

Weekly Events

Monday Nights-              Free Pool
Wednesday Nights -   Zumba 6.30pm
Saturday Nights    Meat Draw
Sunday Nights -   Bingo  

We also have Pigeon Club, Dart and Crib teams always looking for new 
members.
Snooker Room, Table Football, Skittle Alley all available to Non Members.

Forthcoming Events

• Quiz Nights held fortnightly on Friday Nights (see board outside club for 
next date)

• Vinyl Disco Evening: 15th February

Tickets for Events:  From the Bar or see Village Noticeboards for further info.

Also
Large Function Room for Hire and, we now hold the village Wheelchair - 
Please contact our Steward.

LEAVING
Sadly, we have to say goodbye to Graham & Isla Sell (our steward and 
his wife who are going to pastures new, Graham in Plymouth and Isla in  

Bodmin Hospital) and..

WELCOME
to Les Sykes, who has recently been appointed as our Club Steward.

 Please take the opportunity to pop in and meet him.

01794 368458(Evenings)

braishfieldsocialclub@hotmail.co.uk

find us on Facebook
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www.yoga4back.com                           07909545311

Yoga Classes
Wednesday: Braishfield, the Church Room,

7.00-8.00pm: Yoga4back & General Yoga- suitable for all
8.00-9.00pm: Ashtanga Vinyasa Yoga- dynamic style

£27.00 block of 4 consecutive weeks

Saturday: Romsey, please contact me for location 
9.00-10.00am: Yoga4back & General Yoga-suitable for all 

£7.00-drop in

Please contact me for further information
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PILATES   CLASS
MIXED ABILITIES

 Tuesdays 9am  Braishfield Church Rooms

Do you ever suffer from back ache, joint immobility or stiffness?
Pilates can help to mobilise the joints, strengthen weak muscles 
and stretch tight areas. Its main focus is for good posture and 
movement and is often termed as “intelligent exercise”.  Benefits 
of Pilates include better posture, greater muscle strength and 

endurance, increased mobility and flexibility.
Come and give it a go with Yvonne a Level 3 Pilates Instructor on 

REPS register. Fully insured.
 You will need to bring a pilates mat and a large bath towel for 

comfort.
Please register your interest first to vonnypilates@gmail.com or 

Telephone 07766304818

P  U  R  E  S  T  R  E  T  C  H

10am – 10.55 Tuesdays Braishfield Church Rooms

 Improves flexibility, releases muscular tension
Develops core strength

Reduces mental and Physical Fatique
Calms thoughts and Restores Energy

Suitable for any age group
Easy to follow, sociable and Lighthearted

P-U-R-E-S-T-R-E-T-C-H HELPS YOU TO GET PHYSICALLY 
READY FOR ACTIVITIES OR JUST LOUNGING COMFORTABLY.  

FOR ATHLETES AND COUCH POTATOES ALIKE!!

Access Purestretch on the net www.purestretch.co.uk and see for 
yourself!
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The Wheatsheaf Braishfield

01794 368652

Pool table

Real Ales

Families welcome

Dogs welcome

Large garden

Traditional home made food
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HomeWorks
  Of Romsey

Domestic Electrical Installer

● Additional lights and sockets
● New part or full installations
● New Consumer units
● Outdoor lighting and power
● Power and lights for garages and outbuildings
● Fault finding and repair

   Please contact me to discuss your requirements
 Peter Henery at Pendle Cottage, Braishfield Road, Romsey, SO51 0PQ

  Tel:01794 367404  Mob: 07580 054468  

E-mail:peter@homeworksofromsey.co.uk

Approved contractor with the ELECSA Part P competent persons scheme
  (see www.elecsa.co.uk for more information)
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Divorcing or separating?

Married  or living together?

Financial and / or child issues?

	 We	can	help	–	we	offer
   Legal Aid

Arena Mediation is an established 
family mediation service with offices 
throughout Hampshire, Isle of Wight 
and the Dorset / Wiltshire / West 
Sussex borders. We can offer free 
mediation to eligible clients.

We have just launched our drop in 
service for legal aid assessment. If 
you would like to find out if you are 
eligible for FREE MEDIATION, please  

   do call in at our Romsey office, 7 Love Lane

Every WEDNESDAY between 9:30am and 3:30pm for a chat.

   CONTACT US:

   www.arenamediation.co.uk
   admin@arenamediation.co.uk
   01794 524395  
   Free phone 0800 032 2188

…….because tomorrow matters
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PERSONAL TRAINER

• Feeling Overweight and overwhelmed at the challenge of losing weight?

• Tired of the Gym?

• Not seeing any results for your efforts?

• Looking to improve your day to day wellbeing?

All sessions are tailored to your needs and your own personal goals!

Call Michelle on 07787 526619

Or email: personaltrainer.hughes@gmail.com

For more information see
www.personaltrainermichelle.co.uk
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Braishfield Village Hall

Flexible space available for social and sporting 
activities , clubs and groups at reasonable rates.

Email: katel.knight@googlemail.com

Tel: 01794 368173

Special Rates for Children’s Parties

Rubbish News

Recyclable materials in cardboard boxes left beside 
the brown bin on recycling weeks will be collected 

throughout the year.

Recycle weeks beginning: 10th & 24th February: 
10th & 24th March.

Household waste weeks beginning: 
3rd, 17th February:

  3rd, 17th & 31st March.

Garden waste green bags are collected the same week 
as household waste, every other Friday morning

Printed and published by © Braishfield Village Association 2006
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!!!

!!
! Please see BVA News or Notice Boards for further details !
  
 Dear Readers, 
 Please let the Editor know what your views are on the layout of the diary. 

Where Time When Next meetings

Parish Council Comm. Rm 
Village Hall 7.00 1st Tues exc. 

August 4 Feb 4 Mar 1 Apr

Village Lunch Church Rm 12.00 2nd Mon exc. 
August 10 Feb 10 Mar 7 Apr

Horticultural 
Society !

Comm. Rm 
Village Hall 7.30

2nd Tues exc. 
June/July/

Aug
11 Feb 11 Mar 8 Apr

Flower 
Arrangement 
Society !

Comm. Rm 
Village Hall 7.30 4th Thurs exc. 

Aug/Dec 27 Feb 27 Mar 24 Apr

Art Group Comm. Rm 
Village Hall

10.00 - 
12.00 Every Thursday except August

Coffee  & Cakes Comm. Rm 
Village Hall

9.00 & 
3.00

9.00 (Tuesday) 
 3.00 (Thursday term time only )

Toddler Group Comm. Rm 
Village Hall

10.00- 
12.00 Wednesday – tel: 367710

Events ! Where When More Details

Wine Tasting Event Village Hall Fri 21 Feb 7.30 £12 – please see BVN 
for details on booking

Village Hall AGM Village Hall Mon 14 Apr 7.30

Please refer to www.braishfield.org or your Residents Guide for contact telephone nbrs  !
Details to the BVA News Editor or Web Editor if you would like dates of forthcoming events to be published

Braishfield Village Diary


